
VOLUME 6 
2 0 2 1



 HopeStartsHere.com

A healthy pregnancy  
can change in an instant.

The news that you’re expecting may come 
with so many emotions. Shock, joy, anxiety 

and everything in between. But when a 
seemingly healthy pregnancy changes, 

parents-to-be want to know where  
they can turn for hope.

See inside for one family’s story.
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Halfway through their pregnancy, the 
Beaubouef family received a diagnosis that 
turned their world upside down. Expectant 
parents Ryan and Stefanie’s twins were 

growing at 
alarmingly 
different rates. 
Harlee was 
so small that 
doctors didn’t 
think she would 
survive. They 
needed to deliver 

Hadlee early, but her chances of survival at 
that stage were minimal.  

At 34 weeks, Harlee and Hadlee were born. 
They were 6 weeks premature, with Harlee 
weighing just 2 lbs., 3 oz., and Hadlee weighing 
3 lbs., 12 oz. Fighting for their lives, they 
were rushed to Wolfson Children’s high-
level Neonatal Intensive Care Unit, where 
specialized clinical teams provided lifesaving 
care and support for the family. 

Now healthy and united with their older sisters 
Harper and Hayden at home, the Beaubouef 
twins represent the tens of thousands of 
children throughout North Florida, South 
Georgia and beyond who depend on Wolfson 
Children’s for lifesaving care. 

Watch the Beaubouef family’s video story at 
HopeStartsHere.com/videos.

A twin pregnancy turns 
into a scary diagnosis.
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Wolfson Children’s Hospital provides care to all children, regardless of their ability to pay. 
As a not-for-profit organization ranked among the top children’s hospitals in the nation, 
Wolfson Children’s can provide world-class care to even more children because of the 
generosity of people like you and supporters like the Beaubouef family. 

Coming full circle. 

“My family’s experience gave me 
an opportunity to understand 
what it means to be a member of 
the Wolfson Children’s family that 
is being cared for. It made me so 
proud to have been able to support 
this hospital through the years.”   
Judy Beaubouef, Grandmother
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Wolfson Children’s Hospital is building a new Children’s 
Critical Care Tower to ensure our most vulnerable patients 
receive the highest level of care in a state-of-the-art, family-
centered environment. The 7-story tower will feature a new 
Neonatal Intensive Care Center and a new Pediatric ICU to 
significantly expand our capacity for the growing number of medically 
fragile infants and critically ill and injured children in our region. With 
your help, we can provide advanced technologies and resources to ensure 
every child and family is surrounded with everything they need to thrive. 

Hope and healing for all kids. 

Your gift can help a critically ill child. Give now at HopeStartsHere.com  
or call 904.202.2919.
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The Winter Design Show
Benefiting Wolfson Children’s Hospital

THE WOMEN’S BOARD
WOLFSON CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

PRESENTED BY

DECEMBER 2021
PRIME F. OSBORN III CONVENTION CENTER, JACKSONVILLE, FL

We Look Forward to Seeing You In Person

A Totally New Show Experience

SAVE THE DATE

Formerly the Art & Antiques Show



Produced by The Women’s Board 
to benefit Wolfson Children’s Hospital 

Tickets and Sponsorship Information: (904) 202-2886
floridaforum@bmcjax.com • thefloridaforum.com

Times-Union Center for the Performing Arts

Florida Forum will reconvene in the Fall of 2021. We will be Florida Forum will reconvene in the Fall of 2021. We will be 
announcing the speakers soon.announcing the speakers soon.

2020-2021 

The Women’s Board of Wolfson Children’s Hospital was founded in 1972 by Ellen Calvert to raise community 
awareness and much-needed funding to provide the best healthcare for all of the children in our community. 
Through the volunteerism of hundreds of women over the past four decades, The Women’s Board has 
raised more than $34 million for equipment, programs, and facilities. We are now in our third year of a 
funding target for Wolfson Children’s Hospital, committing to raise $4 million over five years for a new 
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit. 

Impacting Lives. 
Showcasing the Giving Spirit of Women.

Thank you to our presenting sponsors for their continued support.Thank you to our presenting sponsors for their continued support.

We look forward to having you join us for our next Florida Forum Series.We look forward to having you join us for our next Florida Forum Series.

THIS SPEAKER IS AN AMERICAN ARTIST. WHO COULD IT BE?THIS SPEAKER IS AN AMERICAN ARTIST. WHO COULD IT BE?
September 22, 2021September 22, 2021     

IS THIS SPEAKER AN ATHLETE, A MOVIE STAR OR BOTH?IS THIS SPEAKER AN ATHLETE, A MOVIE STAR OR BOTH?
October 26th, 2021October 26th, 2021

NO SPACE MISSION IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THIS SPEAKER!NO SPACE MISSION IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THIS SPEAKER!
November 17, 2021November 17, 2021
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architecture ◆ engineering ◆ construction ◆ consulting

Heart.

Florida ◆ California ◆ Georgia ◆ Minnesota ◆ Missouri ◆ North Carolina ◆ Oklahoma ◆ Texas ◆ Utah ◆ Wisconsin
Mexico ◆ China ◆ Malaysia ◆ Philippines ◆ Singapore

www.haskell.com

Haskell is proud to support the communities we serve 
throughout the US and around the globe.

1,600+ architects, engineers, constructors and administrative professionals. 20 offices across the US, Latin America 

and Asia. Over $1B annually in commercial and industrial markets for both private and public sector clients. 

Headquartered in Jacksonville, Florida, since 1965. 
creating things that matter
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Headquartered in Jacksonville, Florida, since 1965. 
creating things that matter

(904) 726-0808  |  9230 Atlantic Blvd. Jacksonville, FL 32225  |  JacksonvilleFurnitureMart.com

Furniture Mart is Jacksonville's 
premier source for quality furniture 
and accessories. We offer free in-home 
design services, fabulous customer 
service, and white-glove delivery.



One of the great benefits in publishing a One of the great benefits in publishing a 
charity register and social datebook is the front-charity register and social datebook is the front-
row seat we have when it comes to witnessing row seat we have when it comes to witnessing 
the wonderful acts of kindness and generosity the wonderful acts of kindness and generosity 

ever-present in the Northeast Florida ever-present in the Northeast Florida 
community. Never has this been community. Never has this been 

more apparent than this year, more apparent than this year, 
when we, along with every-when we, along with every-

one in the country, faced one in the country, faced 
unprecedented uncertain-unprecedented uncertain-
ty and a rocky economy ty and a rocky economy 
due to the Coronavirus due to the Coronavirus 
pandemic.pandemic.

Although there has Although there has 
been a slight delay in been a slight delay in 
the publication of the the publication of the 
sixth edition of sixth edition of Circles – Circles – 

Social Datebook & Charity Social Datebook & Charity 
RegisterRegister this year, we are  this year, we are 
thankful for your loyalty thankful for your loyalty 
and faith as we diligently and faith as we diligently 
put this publication to-put this publication to-
gether, despite the gether, despite the 

setbacks. With its focus on setbacks. With its focus on 
the community’s altruistic the community’s altruistic 
nature, within its pages nature, within its pages 
you will see that the non-you will see that the non-
profit sector is alive and profit sector is alive and 

more essential than ever more essential than ever 
to the health and well-being to the health and well-being 

of the citizens residing on the of the citizens residing on the 
First Coast.First Coast.

Like many others living in Northeast Florida, the Like many others living in Northeast Florida, the 
staff at the Resident Community News Group has seen staff at the Resident Community News Group has seen 
a new reality descend during the COVID-19 pandemic. a new reality descend during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Many of us originally believed the virus might only last Many of us originally believed the virus might only last 
a few months, but its impact has been felt far beyond a few months, but its impact has been felt far beyond 
the end of the calendar year. Bolstered by the support the end of the calendar year. Bolstered by the support 
of a kind and generous base of donors, our region’s of a kind and generous base of donors, our region’s 
nonprofits and countless business leaders stepped in nonprofits and countless business leaders stepped in 
to ease the pain for the region’s most vulnerable.to ease the pain for the region’s most vulnerable.

In this year’s magazine we have chosen to shine light In this year’s magazine we have chosen to shine light 
on those challenged with mental health issues and the on those challenged with mental health issues and the 
nonprofits that seek to assist both the mentally ill and nonprofits that seek to assist both the mentally ill and 

the caregivers that support them. We also wanted to the caregivers that support them. We also wanted to 
focus on the organizations that assist veterans, those focus on the organizations that assist veterans, those 
who have given so much to serve our country, such as who have given so much to serve our country, such as 
Wounded Warriors, K9’s for Warriors, Mission United, Wounded Warriors, K9’s for Warriors, Mission United, 
The Fire Watch, and Five Star Veterans Center. Another The Fire Watch, and Five Star Veterans Center. Another 
unique story illustrates the differences between men unique story illustrates the differences between men 
and women and their approaches to philanthropy.and women and their approaches to philanthropy.

As in previous editions of As in previous editions of CirclesCircles, you will find our , you will find our 
sought-after charity register that provides a list of sought-after charity register that provides a list of 
organizations that are working harder than ever to organizations that are working harder than ever to 
meet our city’s needs, especially in these unusual and meet our city’s needs, especially in these unusual and 
historic times of COVID. Although the pandemic historic times of COVID. Although the pandemic 
caused many of the dazzling events of the season to caused many of the dazzling events of the season to 
be canceled or held online, we found this to be the be canceled or held online, we found this to be the 
perfect opportunity to reflect back on vintage events perfect opportunity to reflect back on vintage events 
through a photo spread in our datebook, which through a photo spread in our datebook, which 
showcases the glittering galas of yesteryear.showcases the glittering galas of yesteryear.

Through it all, it is clear that members of Northeast Through it all, it is clear that members of Northeast 
Florida’s philanthropic community have discovered Florida’s philanthropic community have discovered 
creative ways to shore up their missions through virtual creative ways to shore up their missions through virtual 
fundraising, Zoom meetings, drive-through and fundraising, Zoom meetings, drive-through and 
outside events, all with an eye to keeping supporters outside events, all with an eye to keeping supporters 
safe through mask wearing, social distancing, and safe through mask wearing, social distancing, and 
encouraging folks to congregate in much smaller groups. encouraging folks to congregate in much smaller groups. 
Our generous community has surely found creative Our generous community has surely found creative 
ways to make better use of technology.  ways to make better use of technology.  

Although this year is one many would like to forget, Although this year is one many would like to forget, 
there are many events and trials that help us to find the there are many events and trials that help us to find the 
silver lining. There are countless positive takeaways silver lining. There are countless positive takeaways 
from a turbulent 2020, as an overwhelming sense of from a turbulent 2020, as an overwhelming sense of 
renewal and survival triumph over seemingly impossible renewal and survival triumph over seemingly impossible 
odds stacked against us.odds stacked against us.

We are grateful and humbled by the acts of kindness We are grateful and humbled by the acts of kindness 
we have witnessed throughout the tumultuous we have witnessed throughout the tumultuous 
months of COVID’s wrath. It is a gift to be able to months of COVID’s wrath. It is a gift to be able to 
share uplifting stories with readers via our newspapers, share uplifting stories with readers via our newspapers, 
but more importantly, through this annual charity but more importantly, through this annual charity 
magazine. We are eternally grateful to all of those magazine. We are eternally grateful to all of those 
that stood up and supported the publication during that stood up and supported the publication during 
a tough financial season. a tough financial season. 

We’re making history together, so it’s good to know We’re making history together, so it’s good to know 
we’ll be able to look back and realize our community we’ll be able to look back and realize our community 
healed as philanthropy took center stage, filling the gaps healed as philanthropy took center stage, filling the gaps 
where private enterprise and government falls short.where private enterprise and government falls short.

Publishers' Publishers' NoteNote

In gratitude,In gratitude,

Pamela & Seth WilliamsPamela & Seth Williams

012  .     .   S O C I A L  D A T E B O O K  &  C H A R I T Y  R E G I S T E R



AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY
CHILD CANCER FUND 
DREAMS COME TRUE 
DUCKS UNLIMITED
FLETCHER HIGH SCHOOL
FLORIDA JUSTICE ASSOCIATION

GIRL SCOUTS

GUARDIAN AD LITEM
HUBBARD HOUSE
JACKSONVILLE ZOO & GARDENS 
JAMES (COACH) DAY SCHOLARSHIP GOLF TOURNAMENT

JAXKIDS BOOK CLUB
PRS RUNNING CLUB
RALLY READERS
SOUTHERN LEGAL DEFENSE FUND

COKERLAW.COM  |  904.356.6071
OFFICES-JACKSONVILLE

45 years of charitable giving to the 
First Coast Community
Over $1 million donated since 1976

REAL MEN WEAR PINK child cancer fundjax kids book club

Salvation Army Toy Drive PRS RUNNING CLUBdreams come true





Thank you for helping us achieve so much for so many in  
these challenging times. But there is still work to be done.  
Will you join us? Visit: unitedwaynefl.org/get-involved

                        

TOGETHER, UNITED.
Because change doesn’t happen alone.

Stay connected:  |                        
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Jacksonville’s guide to 
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E N J O Y  T H E  F L A V O R S  O F  T H E  B L A C K  S H E E P  R E S T A U R A N T  G R O U P

blacksheep5points.com restaurantorsay.com bellwetherjax.com

OUR TABLES ARE SET FOR YOU.



The Brocade Room at Restaurant Orsay is the perfect balance between style and substance. With a 
seating capacity of up to 40 guests, the private dining room is designed to evoke feelings of lush 
intimacy. The space is nonetheless perfect for meetings and conferences. The room features audio-
visual equipment and internet access that will accommodate any need, from a bride and groom’s 
most cherished moments, to professional meetings requiring high-impact presentations.

FRENCH HERITAGE AMERICAN SPIRITS TIMELESS SURROUNDINGS

3630 PARK STREET  I  HISTORIC AVONDALE  I  RESTAURANTORSAY.COM  I  904.381.0909



Every night when my family gathers in the living room 
to watch the evening news, my husband and I sit 
comfortably stretched out in our La-Z-Boy chairs, while 
my two adult daughters sprawl on the couch, our dogs 
Lucy and Fergie in their laps or between them. It is a time 
of family togetherness like none other I have experienced 
in my married life. It is an occurrence that probably would 
never have happened without COVID-19.

When my children were growing up it seemed all of 
us were coming and going, but never at the same time.  
Sporting events, Girl Scouts, church activities, and our 
day jobs consumed all our time. Although they were 

born two years apart, my daughters are completely 
different people. And, unfortunately, they were 

never close. While one was outgoing and 
overly popular with her classmates and 

friends, the other was shy and focused 
more inward. So different were 
my girls growing up that I used 
to joke it was hard to believe 

they were born from the 
same parents. 

When the lockdown for 
COVID-19 was ordered 

and the decision was made 
to have the Resident 

Community News 
Group staff work 

from home, we asked 
our older, more outgo-

ing daughter to come 
live with us. She had 
lost her job due to 

the pandemic and was 
struggling financially. 

Meanwhile, her sister, 
who holds a  good 

job with an insurance 
company, was living alone 
in Charleston. Forced to 

work remotely as the 
pandemic lingered on, I 

could tell from our phone 
conversations that loneliness was 
setting in. Soon I found myself 

begging her to give up her apartment 
and come home to stay, at least until the 

pandemic subsided.
Having my two girls come home to roost has been 

the best thing to happen to my family – a real silver 

lining due to COVID-19. My husband is retired, my 
younger daughter and I share my home office as we work 
at our respective jobs remotely, and my eldest, although 
still unemployed, is much happier and beginning to look 
forward in her life. Thanks to COVID-19, we are a close-
knit family again. And not only do we enjoy spending 
time with each other, the experience has been enhanced 
by quality time spent with our two pups, who are thrilled 
to be around us 24/7.

In savoring my “silver lining,” I don’t mean to make 
light of any suffering Northeast Florida residents may 
have endured due to the global pandemic. Clearly the 
Coronavirus has been a disaster for many living on the 
First Coast. Businesses have folded, employees have 
lost their jobs and maybe even their homes. Weddings, 
funerals, and graduations have been postponed or even 
cancelled due to the dreaded virus. Children schooling 
from home put increased pressure on families. Traveling, 
especially out of the country, is limited or nonexistent. 
The holidays, usually the most joyous time of year, may 
require families to curtail their festivities and gather 
over the phone or through Zoom, since the CDC advises 
not gathering in large groups.

The need for services to help those dealing with 
mental illness in its multifarious forms has spiked during 
the pandemic, making the stories within this issue of 
Circles all the more pertinent. But as the community 
adjusts to the new reality, I believe there will be many 
silver linings such as the ones mentioned in Lorrie 
DeFrank’s marquee story.

When I was a teenager my mother told me that 
gratitude is like an “elevator,” a powerful tool to lift one’s 
spirits. Someone once told me that gratitude works 
wonders to “jam the physiological signals of stress, 
distress and fear.”  In these uncharted and uncertain 
times, I find this statement by American Civility 
Association Founder Amy Barnett to be especially 
comforting and practical. “When you’re stressed and you 
think of things or say things that you are thankful for, 
then the stress and fear cannot coexist in your brain. 
They go away,” said Barnett. “Gratitude is the number 
one brain tool. It works for all of us. It’s the most powerful 
message we can share.”

This year I am so grateful we, through the pages of 
Circles – Social Datebook & Charity Register, have been 
able to shine light on the good works and generosity 
of the residents living in Northeast Florida. Hopefully 
reading about their experiences will lift spirits and 
provide a much needed “elevator” during these tur-
bulent times.

Editor's Note

Marcia Hodgson
Managing Editor
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4840 Town Center Pkwy, Jacksonville, FL 32246 (904) 515-5959 www.diamondsdirect.com



COVER
When our team first gathered a year ago to discuss the content of 

the 2020-21 edition of Circles - Social Datebook & Charity Register, we 
had no idea that the content of this magazine [and much, much more] 
would be dictated by a microscopic virus making its way to the United 
States from China.

As the months went by and the Coronavirus pandemic spread, it soon 
became clear an inescapable, historic event was being experienced, one 
that would impact the entire world. It was also evident that North Florida 
and its community of nonprofits would be upended by the lack of social-
ization and an inability to interact and serve those in need.

As fundraising pivoted to virtual platforms, and mask-wearing, frequent 
hand sanitizing, and social distancing became the norm, it was obvious 

Tarryn Bradford Poling wears 
the floral masterpiece that 
combines the hair-design and 
floral artistry of Bruce Musser, 
the owner and lead stylist at 
Hair Peace, with colorful 
blossoms supplied by Lauren 
Mencia of Saint Florals, and 
coordinating make-up artistry 
from Kelly Nolan, also of Hair 
Peace salon.

The cover photo shoot was 
a family affair with Poling, 
daughter of Circles’ Publishers 
Pamela Bradford Williams and 
Seth Williams, serving as 
model, while her father 
snapped memorable photos 
during the shoot.
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A special thanks to the following businesses:

the pandemic wasn’t going anywhere soon. Essential measures were 
taken to maintain a safe community, to include the way in which services 
are rendered and relief was provided throughout the region. It was also 
apparent that Circles needed to reflect this new “normal.”

As masks became more prevalent, our team realized they could also 
become a fashion accessory and make a statement, while also retaining 
a level of safety. It seemed most fitting to display some of the more 
artistic ways face coverings have seamlessly made their way onto North 
Florida’s social scene. Through the contest, Masks-for-Aid, readers 
were asked to compete for cash prizes by submitting artistic hand-made 
masks that could be displayed in a colorful photo spread.

For the cover, help was enlisted from several professionals associated 
with two fashion-conscious businesses in Jacksonville’s historic com-
munities – Hair Peace, a full-service Goldwell and DevaCurl salon in 
Riverside and Saint Florals, a florist specializing in weddings and 
wildflower arrangements. The result exceeded everyone’s expectations, 
brightening the mood with a touch of glamour.

Kelly Nolan, Tarryn Bradford Poling 
and Bruce Musser

S A I N T  F L O R A L S
We’ve got you.

Let Saint Floral design your next
Party, Event, or Wedding. 

saintflorals.com
FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM AND FACEBOOK

FOR FREQUENT PROMO CODES AND DISCOUNTS
@saintfloralsjax
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ABOVE AND BEYOND IS CONTAGIOUS

Thanks to Florida Blue, Nemours patient-
artists have their artwork memorialized as part  
of the Art Gallery Presented by Florida Blue.

The Hugs From Hunter 3 Café serves hot meals 
and offers grab-n-go items to help families stay 
nourished during their visit. Plenty of indoor and 
outdoor seating by the river provide additional 
spaces to take a break. 

A Publix pharmacy inside THE PLAYERS Lobby 
offers a convenient one-stop shop for parents  
to fill prescriptions or purchase over-the- 
counter needs.

Thanks to a lead gift of $500,000  
from THE PLAYERS, Nemours  
underwent its first major renovation  
project since opening in Jacksonville  
in 1991.

Spacious reception areas available throughout THE PLAYERS Lobby 
offer families a soft place to land between appointments as well as  
amazing views of the St. Johns River.

In blessed memory of Malcolm Jones, Jr., “Our Promise” campaign 
chair, whose leadership and long-term dedication to Nemours  
leave a legacy benefiting children today and into the future.

Thanks to the amazing support of benefactors, we will welcome  
85,000 patients and their families each year to a more comfortable, 
convenient and world-class experience close to home at Nemours.

Thanks to the generosity of more than 500 donors, THE PLAYERS Lobby at Nemours Children’s  
Specialty Care, Jacksonville is now a reality. The reimagined spaces welcome children of all  
abilities to Nemours’ world-class care and offer places of relaxation and enrichment for the whole 
family. Families like Norah’s, who visit Nemours for all-day appointments nearly every month,  
provided input throughout the rebuild to ensure a patient - and family -centered experience the  
moment you enter our doors. Transformation is spreading throughout Nemours! We’ll be working 
to improve other spaces over the coming years. To learn more about our next exciting effort , 
visit Nemours.org / HandinHand.

Dr. Michael J. and Lynn M. Erhard
The Lazzara Family Foundation
Tom Coughlin Jay Fund
H. Steven Jones & Associates, Inc.
Travis and Margaret Storey
Brian and Hope Anderson
Roseann Duran

David & Susan Gonino
Clay and Angela Lee
In Memory of Craig Littlejohn, Jr.
Susan and Ron Masucci
Martha and Fred McGill
Subaru of Orange Park

The iconic model train, a favorite of children visiting Nemours, 
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ABOVE AND BEYOND IS CONTAGIOUS

Thanks to Florida Blue, Nemours patient-
artists have their artwork memorialized as part  
of the Art Gallery Presented by Florida Blue.

The Hugs From Hunter 3 Café serves hot meals 
and offers grab-n-go items to help families stay 
nourished during their visit. Plenty of indoor and 
outdoor seating by the river provide additional 
spaces to take a break. 

A Publix pharmacy inside THE PLAYERS Lobby 
offers a convenient one-stop shop for parents  
to fill prescriptions or purchase over-the- 
counter needs.

Thanks to a lead gift of $500,000  
from THE PLAYERS, Nemours  
underwent its first major renovation  
project since opening in Jacksonville  
in 1991.

Spacious reception areas available throughout THE PLAYERS Lobby 
offer families a soft place to land between appointments as well as  
amazing views of the St. Johns River.

In blessed memory of Malcolm Jones, Jr., “Our Promise” campaign 
chair, whose leadership and long-term dedication to Nemours  
leave a legacy benefiting children today and into the future.

Thanks to the amazing support of benefactors, we will welcome  
85,000 patients and their families each year to a more comfortable, 
convenient and world-class experience close to home at Nemours.

Thanks to the generosity of more than 500 donors, THE PLAYERS Lobby at Nemours Children’s  
Specialty Care, Jacksonville is now a reality. The reimagined spaces welcome children of all  
abilities to Nemours’ world-class care and offer places of relaxation and enrichment for the whole 
family. Families like Norah’s, who visit Nemours for all-day appointments nearly every month,  
provided input throughout the rebuild to ensure a patient - and family -centered experience the  
moment you enter our doors. Transformation is spreading throughout Nemours! We’ll be working 
to improve other spaces over the coming years. To learn more about our next exciting effort , 
visit Nemours.org / HandinHand.
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With the help of a generous community, 
nonprofits creatively step in to assist 
needy during an economy gone south

B Y  L O R R I E  D E F R A N K

A positive word to describe 2020 in 
Northeast Florida would be creativity. 
Another, trust. In mid-March when 
the Coronavirus became critical in 
our area and families stayed home and 
businesses closed per government 
mandates, the community rallied 
immediately to help those in need. 
Philanthropists, who traditionally step 
up in disasters, came through in ex-
ceptional ways. So did people with 
empty pockets and big hearts. Laid 
off restaurant workers found new 
ways to feed shut-ins, congregants 
converted churches into pantries, and 
foundations cut the red tape on grant 

restrictions. Heartwarming stories 
with happy endings reveal the resil-
ience, determination, and generosity 
of local folks in dire times.

“There had not ever been a bigger 
issue for most of us,” said Rena 
Coughlin, CEO, Nonprofit Center of 
Northeast Florida. 

Silver linings of COVID-19 have 
frequently been described in terms of 
more time—with family, to reflect, to 
purge, to do things … In philanthropy, 
silver linings of COVID-19 have been 
manifested in generosity and caring 
that has made significant, and often 
life-saving, differences in many lives.
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SHARING SKILLS, 
FEEDING THOUSANDS

The same time The PLAYERS 
Championship abruptly stopped its 
annual tournament at Sawgrass in 
Ponte Vedra Beach on March 13 
because of virus risks, Susan King 
was facing a catastrophic food distri-
bution challenge and Jon Insetta was 
fretting about having to lay off more 
than 100 restaurant workers. 

“TPC contacted us and donated all 
the food that would have been served 
in the clubhouse—three-and-a-half 
tractor trailers full,” said King, president 
and CEO, Feeding Northeast Florida. 

“Jon was concerned about his employ-
ees. That amazing lucky break started 
Project SHARE.” By turning those 
time-sensitive donations from the 
PGA Tour into creative meals, fur-
loughed and laid off employees of nine 
restaurants working as independent 
contractors, who were joined by 
Florida Blue’s food service staff, pro-
duced more than a half  million 
restaurant quality meals – up to 3,000 
a day – to deliver to low-income 
seniors throughout the pandemic. 

“We’ve got the skill set and desire 
to help,” recalled Insetta, chef/
owner of Black Sheep Restaurant, 
Restaurant Orsay, and Bellwether, 
of his brainstorming with King about 
the golf tournament food. “Within 10 
minutes we came up with a program 
and found something positive in 
something extremely negative.”

He said his intentions were 
twofold—to provide jobs for people 
in his industry who were impacted by 
COVID-19 and to serve the commu-
nity. Of the more than 130 people who 
were laid off when his three restau-
rants closed in March, he was able to 
hire back all who wanted to return 
when they eventually reopened. 

With the backing of generous 
donors, Project SHARE—Solving 
Hunger and Assisting Restaurant 
Employees—uses food donated to 
Feeding Northeast Florida from many 
sources, including Disney, Sysco 
Food Services, and local farms such 
as Congaree and Penn, to prepare 
meals for elderly and other at-risk 
people. “This program had been 
needed and COVID-19 was the cat-
alyst,” Insetta said. “Project SHARE 
will outlive COVID.”

“The pandemic gave us the oppor-
tunity to do this,” King agreed. 

When COVID first hit, more than 
50 of Feeding Northeast Florida’s 250 
agency partners in eight counties that 
were run by older volunteers closed 
because of the health risks. However, 
they quickly reopened in different 
ways, like opening parking lots and 
closing pantries, King said. Since 
March, they added nearly 100 new 
agencies and received contributions 
of money and food from about 3,800 
new donors.  

PANDEMIC FOSTERS 
INNOVATIVE GIVING

“Oh my goodness, the community 
rallied to respond to the pandemic 
in a way we’ve never seen before,” 
said Wanda Lanier, CEO, Barnabas 
Center, Inc., a nonprofit she described 
as Nassau County’s major safety net 
to help people stay stable through a 
crisis. Barnabas provides assistance 
with food, finances, housing, medical 
care, employment and other needs.  

Lanier said half of the people receiv-
ing assistance during this pandemic 
have never received assistance before. 

The need was so great at first her 
nonprofit was concerned it would have 
to dip into operational reserves to 
respond to them, she said. “But the 
community came together in significant 
ways to help us have available funds 
and to stay strong and resilient.”

“For all the bad, the 
outpouring of support 
from the community 
has been extraordinary.” 

— Susan King, president and CEO, Feeding Northeast Florida
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In addition to substantial finan-
cial contributions, people found 
ways to have safe food drives, 
including using churches for dis-
tribution points in rural areas like 
Hilliard, Callahan, and Bryceville, 
Lanier said.  

“People continue to support us. 
The outpouring of care and gener-
osity has been beyond our belief,” 
she said. “Now we have very strong 
faith-based partners, too.” 

“We challenged our board to be 
creative. This was unlike anything 
we ever faced before,” said Melissa 
Nelson, CEO and president, United 
Way of St. Johns County. “We had 
to be nimble and figure it out.”

She said she was amazed by how 
the board members looked at various 

perspectives to assist nonprofits. 
“We threw our historical model out 
the window to push money into the 
community as best we could,” Nelson 
said. Sharing the board’s fear and 
urgency, donors picked up the phone 
wanting to help. 

In partnership with St. Johns 
County they conducted a drive that 
collected 30 tons of food to fill pantry 
shelves. For a separate event, people 
arrived on bikes with baskets full of 
food for a drive-through at The Amp, 
St. Augustine’s amphitheater, where 
they had to turn away volunteers 
for virus safety. People wanted to 
connect on a human level to be part 
of the solution, Nelson said.

“This pandemic forced us all to 
look for new and better ways to 

achieve goals, and that is the silver 
lining,” she said. 

For example, because of the 
exceptional generosity of donors 
early in the pandemic the United 
Way was able to award microgrants 
to service providers. Although small, 
it was the biggest grant a food 
pantry had received and the manager 
resisted spending it right away on 
food, sensing it could be strategic. 
He soon learned of a facility with 
a commercial kitchen that his small 
operation could move into by just 
paying the back electric fee. “That 
small amount of money was able to 
fast forward him toward his five-year 
goal,” Nelson said. “Had COVID 
not happened we would not have 
unleashed those grants.”

032  .     .   S O C I A L  D A T E B O O K  &  C H A R I T Y  R E G I S T E R

T H E  S I L V E R  L I N I N G 



RELIEF FUND 
ENABLES EARLY 
AREA RESPONSE

Nina Waters hears inspiring stories 
like that often. As president of The 
Community Foundation for Northeast 
Florida, she works with donors, other 
foundations, and corporations to 
bestow community-building grants 
that have exceeded $500 million. 

Thanks to the First Coast Relief 
Fund, Northeast Florida had a head 
start on many other areas of the United 
States in responding to COVID-19. 
Created by The Community 
Foundation, Jessie Ball duPont Fund, 
United Way of Northeast Florida, 
United Way of St. Johns County, and 
Jewish Federation and Foundation of 

Northeast Florida, the First Coast 
Relief Fund responds immediately 
with grants to nonprofits serving 
those impacted by a crisis.  It was first 
used in 2016 following Hurricane 
Matthew and re-activated in 2017 
after Hurricane Irma. 

“We were able to respond quickly 
because we had disaster relief funds 
in place,” said Waters. “We were 
already set up and got grants on the 
street in March. Our peers around 
the country spent until May trying to 
figure out how to handle money and 
respond to donors. That gave us time 
to raise additional money as a group.” 

The First Coast Relief Fund, which 
ultimately reached $5.5 million 
before it closed, gave donors and 
nonprofits one central point where 

the community could get immediate 
help to those who needed pandemic 
relief most. It distributed $5.3 
million in Duval, Baker, Clay, Nassau, 
St. Johns, and Putnam counties. 

“A hurricane only hits certain regions 
of the country, so assistance comes 
from outside your community. In this 
instance, every single community had 
to put on its own oxygen mask and 
others were busy helping them-
selves,” Waters said. “So, the amount 
of giving to help this region was 
significant. That speaks volumes 
about the generosity we’ve seen in 
Northeast Florida.” 

Waters said the relief fund also pro-
vided foundations, such as Humana, 
which wanted to give to pandemic 
relief in our region, a vehicle to do so. 
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When COVID-19 hit, each of The 
Humana Foundation’s 16 Bold Gold 
Markets received $500,000 to help 
people who were suffering, said Paul 
Sapia, population health strategy lead 
for Jacksonville. “We invested ours 
in the Community Foundation,” he 
said. The Humana Foundation’s 
$500,000 gift, which the Community 
Foundation directed to the First 
Coast Relief Fund for COVID-19, was 
in addition to a $100,000 contribu-
tion from Humana to the United 
Way of Northeast Florida for the fund 
earlier in the pandemic. Humana 
also donated $100,000 to Feeding 
Northeast Florida. 

“Every time a disaster happens, 
Jacksonville does rally around the 
community. It’s exciting to see the 
foundations, funders, and businesses 
stepping up to help and be part of 
the solution,” Sapia said. “The First 
Coast Relief Fund is so thoughtful 
in how they give the money out to 
ensure it is used properly.”

In addition, The Community 
Foundation established a Respond/
Adapt/Recover Fund to assist eligible 
nonprofits with reimbursements 
for costs and expenses associated 
with operating safely during the 
pandemic, including masks, cleaning 
supplies, Plexiglas panels, and 
audiovisual equipment. 

VIRTUAL EVENTS 
INSPIRE CREATIVITY

Another silver lining of this year of 
COVID is that as fundraising, train-
ing, and other events moved from 
physical to virtual, overhead costs 
came down while giving went up, 
in most cases. The virtual experi-
ence also widened the circle of 
participants outside the region, 
advancing the exchange of knowl-
edge, Waters said. 

“Yet donors have not pulled their 
sponsorships, even though they 
were not having events,” she said, 
cautioning that it’s unknown if that 
will continue if the need for virtual 
continues.  

For decades, the annual Art & 
Antiques Show to benefit Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital has been a 
popular gala that included a chil-
dren’s fashion show—none of it 
conducive to a pandemic. 

“The show chairs turned it into 
a virtual event this year and the 
support from donors was amazing,” 
said Katherine Forrester, president 
of The Women’s Board, which raises 
money for Wolfson. “Because there 
was very little overhead, all proceeds 
went directly to the hospital.”

Forrester said the virtual format 
allowed The Women’s Board to reach 
millions of people anywhere in the 
world. She praised members of the 
board and other volunteers for their 
ingenuity in coming up with a 

“Virtually Venice” theme and promot-
ing the event as “available from 
Jacksonville to Venice and all places 
in between on your computer or 
mobile device.” The early December 
show featured designers, authors, 
artists, wholesalers, Venetian fare 
from local restaurants and more … 
even the children’s show minus the 
stage fright.

A virtual fundraiser in November 
to benefit the show, the Young 
Collectors Party and Silent Auction 
included a designers’ panel, patient 
stories, and a local chef demon-
strating how to make drinks and 
appetizers. “They came up with 
fabulous ideas,” Forrester said. “It 
was an honor to work with these 
creative women.”

“It’s amazing how 
people see a need and 

step up to help.” 
— Nancy Chartrand, philanthropist
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TRUST-BASED 
PHILANTHROPY 
BUILDS SOLID 
PARTNERSHIPS

Responding to COVID-19 sparked 
conversations about Trust-Based 
Philanthropy. “It helps donors look 
at their giving more as a partnership 
with the nonprofits and trust them 
to do the most good,” Waters said. 

“We asked them to give more support 
than in the past because of the chal-
lenges of COVID. Some doubled their 
gifts.” Where government aid and 
organization grants fell short, donors 
stepped up to be a bridge, she said. 

Examples of flexibility in philan-
thropy include paying multi-year 
pledges early and releasing restric-
tions on gifts, trusting nonprofits to 
use the funds where most needed. 

“Donors responded very positively 
and embraced Trust-Based Philanthro-
py, which actually will have an effect 
post-COVID,” Waters said. “They are 
learning a new way to give and to look 
at nonprofits as partners and experts 
that know how to best deliver services 
for people in need.”

“For us philanthropists, who are 
blessed to be in a position to give 
back, the First Coast Relief Fund is 
such a great way to give because they 
are very trusted organizations. That 
puts me at ease knowing they have 
done due diligence and are able to 
get funds out to people who need 
them most,” said Nancy Chartrand. 

“That was huge how quickly they were 
able to turn things around and help 
with food and shelter.”

“Absolutely, philanthropists stepped 
up in a big way,” said Coughlin, who 
as head of the Nonprofit Center has 
kept in constant touch with numerous 
nonprofits on COVID-19 response 
since March. An early poll showed 
that at least 75% of funders had called 
to check on the nonprofits, 40% had 
offered to waive reporting require-
ments, and 39% offered to convert 
program funds to operating grants. 

“Even an emotional check-in with or-
ganizations counted for a lot during 
this pandemic.”

The Nonprofit Center’s Reposition-
ing for Strength Report lists creativity, 
flexibility, and open-mindedness as 
important characteristics of leaders 

dealing with challenges of the almost 
overnight worsening of the economy 
because of the pandemic. 

“No one went into this thinking 
this is our chance to get our money 
back,” Coughlin said. “This was a 
time to help everyone by being flex-
ible and delivering services we know 
are really essential.”

On frequent phone calls with 
other nonprofit CEOs, Coughlin 
hears about funders sending an 
extra $10,000, waiving reports, and 
expressing trust in organizations’ 
decisions. She is impressed at how 

the Jacksonville Mayor’s Office col-
laborated with nonprofits, donors, 
pantries, churches, and others to 
address such issues as hunger, evic-
tions, and foreclosures.

“This partnership has been one of 
the silver linings of COVID-19,” she 
said. “It has been a great thing to 
witness and be part of.”

“We are really fortunate to have a 
community that does believe so much 
in giving back and helping everyone,” 
Chartrand said. “I don’t know how 
many others enjoy the philanthropy 
that is so established here.”

“We did not even have 
to ask. People we never 
received donations from 
before responded in very 
generous ways. It’s just 
been incredible.”

— Wanda Lanier, CEO, Barnabas Center, Inc., Nassau County
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Ascension St. Vincent’s
NOMINATED BY ASCENSION ST. VINCENT’S FOUNDATION

Frank and Marisa Martire
NOMINATED BY UNITED WAY OF NORTHEAST FLORIDA
CO-NOMINATORS: CATHEDRAL ARTS PROJECT, CATHOLIC CHARITIES, WOLFSON CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

The Martires have gifted more than $2.2 million to United Way of Northeast Florida. In addition, the 
couple steadfastly supports the Cathedral Arts Project (CAP), Catholic Charities, Wolfson Children’s 
Hospital, Baptist Health, Mayo Clinic’s Leadership Foundation Board, JAX Chamber and Jacksonville 
University. A CAP Board member for 10 years, Marisa joined her husband as chair of CAP’s Angels 
of the Arts campaign breaking fundraising records for three years. Committed as honorary campaign 
co-chairs for CAP’s first campaign, the couple individually has invested over $500,000 and has helped 
to secure additional major gifts, recruit board members, motivate volunteers, and secure additional 
individual donations. The couple has donated over $200,000 to Catholic Charities and routinely 
donates to its Feed A Family appeal. As honorary chairs of this year’s virtual Catholic Charities Black 
& White event, they helped raise $175,000 for the food pantry. The couple is part of the Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital’s “DreamMaker Society” and has established The Marisa and Frank Martire 
Endowment in Pediatric Neurology. Frank serves on the Baptist Health System Board and the couple 
generously contributes to the COVID-19 Relief Fund/Compassion for Caregivers Campaign.

Ascension St. Vincent’s, a local nonprofit health system, has worked to ensure the First Coast was 
prepared to fight COVID-19. It has demonstrated flexibility, innovation, collaboration, and 
compassion for the patients, community, and each other in these challenging times. The Ascension 
St. Vincent's Foundation established a new Mission PLUS Fund, raising $295,006 from 73 donors 
to provide safe, free healthcare, personal protective equipment (PPE), as well as the support and 
recognition of its caregivers. The hospital cares not only for COVID-19 patients, but also for the 
healthcare needs of the most poor and vulnerable – including those who recently lost their jobs 
and health insurance. The hospital is committed to pay continuation and to avoid staff layoffs. A 
new fund was designed to help associates with financial emergencies.

Each year the Florida First Coast Chapter of the Association of Fundraising Professionals (AFP) honors donors, 
volunteers, and professionals whose gifts of time, expertise and resources contribute significantly to the quality 
of life in our communities. This year, the AFP’s National Philanthropy Day Awards were celebrated for the first 
time virtually on Nov. 19. National Philanthropy Day acknowledges the entire spectrum of services that the 
nonprofit, civic, and service sectors provide. This annual event also serves as a fundraiser so that AFP can provide 
scholarships and educational opportunities to further individual members’ professional development.

Award Winners
2020

OUTSTANDING PANDEMIC RESPONSE

OUTSTANDING PHILANTHROPISTS
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Don’t Miss A Beat
NOMINATED BY SULZBACHER

Florida’s First Coast Relief Fund
NOMINATED BY ASCENSION ST. VINCENT’S FOUNDATION

The Law Offices of Phillips and Hunt
NOMINATED BY CHILDREN’S HOME SOCIETY OF FLORIDA

Since 2017, the Law Offices of Phillips and Hunt have supported the Children’s Home Society of 
Florida (CHS). John Phillips has been the main sponsor for the annual holiday toy drive, supporting 
3,000 children and has brought in over $10,000 in gifts in-kind to the drive annually. He also hosts 
tailgating for a cause at the Duuuval House sponsoring a local nonprofit each month. Over the 
past year, Phillips has helped St. Jude with its telethon (2019), The Arc Jacksonville (2019), Real 
Men Wear Pink (2019), and Freed to Run for the Jacksonville Area Legal Aid Benefit (2019). Since 
the pandemic, the Phillips and Hunt team has partnered with Carve to make hand sanitizer for 
the community and has worked to help end systemic racism.

Blending music, art, academic achievement, and civic engagement, Don’t Miss a Beat, Inc. (DMAB) 
seeks to inspire youth in Jacksonville. Through artistic discovery, the nonprofit enriches underserved 
children through art, theater, music, and dance. Enhancing education through interactive 
participation and connecting communities through civic and environmental responsibility, DMAB 
nurtures self-reliant families through support and training. Sulzbacher’s school-aged children are 
included in DMAB’s summer camp program, an experience often unattainable to children 
experiencing homelessness and poverty. DMAB volunteers often visit Sulzbacher’s Crawford Early 
Learning Center. Sulzbacher children are also included in DMAB’s Creatively Young program that 
stimulates toddlers’ minds and its after-school tutoring program, enriched with yoga and dance. 
The nonprofit also serves latch-key youngsters in the surrounding community. By partnering with 
Waste Not Want Not, DMAB also provides families with food.

A philanthropic partnership co-founded by The Community Foundation for Northeast Florida, 
Jessie Ball duPont Fund, United Way of Northeast Florida, United Way of St. Johns County, Jewish 
Federation, and Foundation of Northeast Florida, the fund helps nonprofit organizations serve 
individuals and families in need during a community crisis. The Relief Fund for COVID-19 provides 
much-needed resources to struggling families by supporting local organizations who deliver 
essential human services to residents disproportionately burdened by this public health crisis. In 
2020, the fund raised $5,408,449 to support local non-profits as they respond to the effects of 
COVID-19. As of July 22, grant awards totaling $4,992,675 have been distributed to 102 non-profit 
agencies that are supporting residents with food, financial assistance, medical care, and shelter.

N A T I O N A L  P H I L A N T H R O P Y  D A Y  A W A R D  W I N N E R S

OUTSTANDING CHAMPION OF DIVERSITY

OUTSTANDING FOUNDATION

OUTSTANDING SMALL BUSINESS

Southeast Toyota Distributors and JM Family Enterprises, Inc.
NOMINATED BY CHILDREN’S HOME SOCIETY OF FLORIDA

Southeast Toyota Distributors of Jacksonville and its parent company, JM Family Enterprises, Inc. 
of Deerfield Beach (JM Family) started sponsoring the Children’s Home Society’s annual Caring 
Chefs event and donates unrestricted funding to CHS’s Community Partnership School Program 
at Ed White High School.  Over 10 years, JM Family has donated more than $75,000 to CHS and 
given $75,000 in gifts in-kind to support its holiday toy drive. During the COVID pandemic, JM 
Family helped fund the CHS Family Support Line. It also engages with several other nonprofit 
organizations including the United Way of Northeast Florida, Sulzbacher, and Feeding Northeast 
Florida. Through the Jim Moran Foundation, JM Family financially supports The Arc Jacksonville, 
BEAM, Catholic Charities, Communities in Schools of Jacksonville, Goodwill Industries of North 
Florida, Hubbard House, and the Jacksonville Humane Society.

OUTSTANDING CORPORATION
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Nonprofits seek to provide 
access and awareness to 
mental health services 
through public-private 
partnerships

CLOSING  
THE GAP

B Y  J E N N I F E R  E D W A R D S
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WHAT IS MENTAL ILLNESS?

So, what does it mean to have a mental illness?
The term covers a range of problems that run 

the gamut from temporary to permanently debil-
itating, explained Dr. Robert A. Sommers, president 
and chief executive officer of Mental Health 
Resource Center and Renaissance Behavioral 
Health Systems (MHRC). 

“Mental illness is a general term. Some people 
might have a mild or temporary depression because 
of losing a loved one or losing a job, and it will 
pass in time generally speaking,” Sommers ex-
plained. “When it comes to severe mental illnesses, 
those that are based on a brain disorder such as 
schizophrenia or bipolar disorder, it is very difficult 
to hold down a regular job. We have specialists 
who know how to fill out (applications for) ben-
efits if they are eligible, same thing with food 
stamps or housing. Those who have trouble func-
tioning find it difficult to take care of that on their 
own.”

The National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) 
classifies mental illness as “a condition that affects 
a person's thinking, feeling or mood. Such conditions 
may affect someone's ability to relate to others and 
function each day. Each person will have different 
experiences, even people with the same diagnosis.”

NAMI cites the following as the most common 
types of mental illness: schizophrenia, borderline 
personality disorder, bipolar disorder, depression, 
obsessive compulsive disorder, post traumatic stress 
disorder and anxiety disorders. Of those categories, 
anxiety disorders were by far the most prevalent, 
making up 19% of all diagnosed cases.

Mental illness isn’t caused by the simple nature 
plus nurture argument; it happens through more 
complex mechanisms, according to NAMI. A mental 
health condition isn’t the result of one event. 
Research suggests multiple overlapping causes.
Genetics, environment and lifestyle influence 
whether someone develops a mental health condi-
tion. A stressful job or home life makes some people 
more susceptible, as do traumatic life events like 
being the victim of a crime. Biochemical processes 
and circuits and basic brain structure may play a 
role, too. In the time of COVID, many are experi-
encing traumatic life events including the deaths 
of one or more loved ones, the loss of jobs, families, 
homes and supporting networks. These losses are 
creating mental challenges unfamiliar to those not 
mentally ill before, author Julie Benn wrote on the 
NAMI website. Meanwhile, nearly everyone is ex-
periencing the anxiety-producing fear of the 
unknown. For those who were already suffering, it 
is more of the same.

“COVID-19 has altered daily existence dramat-
ically, but, for many of us, it's simply globalized 
a way of life that was already all too familiar,” 
Benn wrote. “Mental illness affects about 20% of 
people and the symptomology resembles the new 
reality that the whole population is now experi-
encing: the isolation, the nagging fear, the 
obsessive worry, the fluctuating energy and mo-
tivation levels. Before COVID, many of us simply 
called this life as usual.”

But mental illness is an age-old problem, 
recognized as having a physical basis as early as 
the fifth century B.C., when a member of the 
school of Hippocrates argued that the "sacred 

disease," i.e. epilepsy, was a physiological syn-
drome. Soon, the medically minded at that time 
began to see the illness as a physical disease, not 
a “craziness,” William V. Harris, a professor of 
history and director of the Center for the Ancient 
Mediterranean at Columbia University, told The 
Atlantic magazine in a 2014 article. Greek 
doctors stopped distinguishing physical from 
mental disorders at that time – seeing mental 
problems as caused by the body - but also didn’t 
have names for disorders we recognize now, 
such as depression or schizophrenia. It took the 
rest of the world a long time to catch up to the 
truth that mental illness is physical illness. 

NAMI estimates that, pre-COVID, mental illness 
affected one in every five adults and serious mental 
illness affected one in 25. Meanwhile, 17 % of 
children experience a mental health disorder. The 
adult prevalence is higher among lesbian, gay and 
bisexual adults and those of mixed races, and 
lowest among Asian adults. According to the 
Community Foundation of Northeast Florida, one 
in four adults in Northeast Florida has a mental 
illness but 60% of adults and 50% of children have 
one that is never diagnosed. Current COVID sta-
tistics were not yet available through NAMI.

Meanwhile, the largest provider of mental health 
treatment in Northeast Florida is still the jailhouse.

“The Duval County Jail takes in so many people 
who have mental health issues, or have mental 
health issues from being in jail, they are one of 
the biggest providers of mental health in Duval 
County,” At-large Group 4 Councilman Matt 
Carlucci said.  That creates a gap that nonprofits 
and philanthropists are trying to close.

E ven before the COVID pandemic, Jacksonville was at the forefront 
of a historic change in the way people view those who suffer from 
mental illness and the way sufferers access help. And that was 
despite the city’s location in a state that is the 50th out of 50 in 
terms of funding for mental health programs.  But now that COVID-

related impacts – which include economic hardship and privation, social isolation, 
sickness and grief – have caused or worsened mental health challenges, caring 
philanthropists, health care providers, educators and citizens are working even 
harder to get help to those in need.

 Helping to drive this change in awareness and access, is a flood of public-private 
partnerships and philanthropic dollars that are making a real difference in the 
lives of people who have mental illness, those who love them, and the community 
they inhabit. 

As the pandemic drags on, more people will come to need help, experts say, 
though mental illness is by no means a new problem. For centuries, people with 
mental health challenges have been met with suspicion, violence, societal shunning 
or all-around indifference. Over the ages, societies have struggled to understand 
why those with profound mental illness behave in strange ways, with the earliest 
references to mental health challenges going back to pre-Biblical times. The term 

‘mental illness’ is also relatively new and can mean different things to different 
people, depending on who you ask.
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MENTAL HEALTH  
BECOMES A PRIORITY

In 2014, the nonprofit Jacksonville Community 
Council Inc. (JCCI) issued “Unlocking the Pieces:  
Community Mental Health in Northeast Florida,” 
which led community stakeholders to prioritize 
access to mental health treatment.

Findings of the study included that in 2012, 
Florida ranked 49th of the 50 states in per capita 
state mental health funding and Northeast Florida 
was the second-lowest funded region in Florida. 
Now, studies indicate that that number is now 50th 
of 50. The study also showed that the Duval County 
suicide rate in 2012 was the highest since 1991 and 
had increased 13.2 % since 2008. More people in 
Duval County die from suicide than from homicide, 
according to that study, and there is an undersupply 
of mental health professionals in the community.

Meanwhile, surveys conducted by Duval County 
Public Schools indicate that mental health prob-
lems recently have increased for middle school 
students, including “serious considerations of 
suicide.” The vast majority of participants men-
tioned poor mental health and lack of mental 
health resources as major concerns.  They identi-
fied adolescents, sexual minorities, those with 

limited English proficiency, low-income residents, 
the elderly, and veterans as groups that are more 
likely to suffer mental health concerns. 

Hospital staff members who participated in 
focus group meetings indicated that mental health 
services were among the most difficult for members 
of the community to access. 

A 2016 Community Health Needs Assessment 
conducted for UF Health Jacksonville also placed 
mental health in its top nine prioritized areas of focus.

While those numbers and issues can seem dis-
couraging, they don’t paint the full picture of what’s 
being done in Jacksonville to improve mental health. 
And, that’s a lot – and it starts with awareness.

PUBLIC-PRIVATE 
PARTNERSHIPS FLOURISH

 
Dawn Lockhart, director of strategic partnerships in 
the office of Mayor Lenny Curry, has a background 
in mental health services and so is very familiar with 
the gradual rise of the public’s knowledge of the 
importance of mental health and a reduction in stigma.

“As a community, state and country we have 
worked really hard to educate the public about what 
mental health is and isn’t and why it is important 
to treat it like you would any physical ailment,” she 
said. “The City and our community worked hard 
to push back negative stigma.”

M E N T A L  H E A L T H  T R E A T M E N T

“As a community, state and country we 
have worked really hard to educate the 
public about what mental health is and 

isn’t and why it is important to treat it like 
you would any physical ailment.”

— Dawn Lockhart, director of strategic partnerships in the office of Mayor Lenny Curry
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Lockhart’s position is inaugural and the product 
of a public-private partnership, and her job is to 
create more of those partnerships in multiple areas, 
including mental health.

“When you think about the public sector and the 
nonprofit sector aligning, it’s critical because there 
is always going to be more demand for services than 
there is ever going to be resources to provide it,” 
she explained. “That is the nature no matter what 
the area is. It makes sense that you align all the 
sectors in order to increase the impact of the work.”

One of those alignments is an initiative called 
Mental Health First Aid, an education program that 
helps people identify signs of mental illness in 
others. It’s a partnership between Ascension St. 
Vincent’s, Brooks Rehabilitation, Baptist Health, 
UF Health and  the Mayo Clinic. The Community 
Foundation’s Women’s Giving Alliance funded the 
original push for the program, said Susan Edelman, 
vice president of Strategic Communications for the 
Community Foundation of Northeast Florida. 

“It’s like CPR,” Lockhart said. “It’s a public education 
certificate that citizens can take. It’s an evidence-based 
training program for non-mental health conditions, 
for them to identify common mental health conditions. 
The local hospitals in our communities set a goal of 
having 10,000 citizens be trained in mental health first 

aid. There is a youth first aid as well. The City of 
Jacksonville adopted that program as a training 
opportunity for our staff, and we had many staff 
complete that. The Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office and 
Jacksonville Fire Rescue Department had all their 
employees take it. There is a growing understanding 
in our community of the need to address mental 
health issues. That has, of course, created a greater 
demand for resources.”

Dr. Ellen Williams, who leads the Ascension St. 
Vincent’s behavioral health program, said instruc-
tors in the Mental Health First Aid program educate 
people about what to do, what signs to look for, 
what the signs of mental distress or emotional 
imbalances are and what they can do “as a kind of 
first responder.” And for professional first respond-
ers, “Being able to interact with someone with that 
state of mind without exacerbating the situation is 
a really important skill.” 

Williams believes the program has raised awareness 
of mental health issues. “I also think it helped lessen 
the stigma because they have become more educated 
and more informed about what they could do to help.”

Lockhart said that many other positive changes had 
come to Jacksonville as well. In addition to the hospital 
Mental Health First Aid partnership, the hospitals also 
launched a mental health graduate nursing program 

to ensure that there are more professionals being 
trained so that there will be enough professionals to 
deliver the volume of resources needed. 

“This is a highly skilled curriculum, it is state li-
censed, all those things that go into ensuring high 
quality care. You have the professional development 
side for the demand and the community engagement 
piece to educate the public,” she explained. Those 
things combined are working together, she said.

But perhaps one of the most sweeping changes 
is that every child in Duval County Public Schools 
(DCPS) now has access to a licensed mental 
health professional.

“The Mayor created a really important partnership 
with Kids Hope Alliance, United Way and the Duval 
Public Schools,” she said. “We are very fortunate that 
in our community, every public school has a mental 
health therapist either full-time or part-time. Schools 
are trusted places that kids and their families go to 
get resources. By introducing children to mental 
health and providing service, you are introducing it 
to the parents as well.” Lockhart said public-private 
partnerships are powerful tools to align resources 
and that the partnership to put a mental health pro-
fessional in every school was a prime example of that.

“That didn’t create any more funding, that created 
alignment to create the impact,” she said.

M E N T A L  H E A L T H  T R E A T M E N T
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Katrina Taylor, director of School Behavioral 
Health for Duval County Public Schools, said that 
the district had successfully adapted its program 
during COVID, in order to reach both students in 
virtual school as well as those who attend brick-
and-mortar schools. The need couldn’t be greater 
at this time for students, their families and 
educators.

“We are seeing students with more severe mental 
health cases prior to what we have seen in previous 
years,” Taylor explained. “Most students are 
dealing with depression and anxiety. Students who 
typically consider school to be their safe haven, 
now they are home in environments that may have 
been traumatic for them.”

She said that the loss of face-to-face interaction 
is taking a toll on children, too. “Face-to-face really 
does improve our mental wellness despite what 
our social media says. National data shows there 
has been an increase in mental illness across the 
country due to COVID and we are just a replica 
of what’s going across the country.”

She said that educators are also experiencing 
something called secondary traumatic stress, in 
which teachers take on the trauma of the students 
and are receiving support as well.

“Basically, we pivoted. As a school district, we did 
not miss a beat in terms of meeting the mental health 
needs of our students and our staff. (Superintendent 
Dr. Diana L. Greene) has done a phenomenal job 
making sure our faculty and staff’s mental health 
needs are met as well.” Taylor said schools were also 
offering free counseling to faculty and staff for up 
to six sessions per incident, mindfulness activities, 
a mindfulness app called Headspace, free gym mem-
berships and educational opportunities. 

“We try to do a good job with being preventative 
as possible by putting in programs in place so we 
can get ahead of some situations that may nega-
tively impact our students,” Taylor said.

PHILANTHROPY HELPS 
EXPAND ACCESS

Meanwhile, a powerful community organization 
has continued to raise and create funding for 
mental health services. The Women’s Giving 
Alliance (WGA) has focused on mental health 
and since its inception has provided millions to 
help improve the mental health of girls and 
women. The alliance is an initiative of the 
Community Foundation of Northeast Florida, 
founded in 2001 with the express purpose of 
improving the lives of Northeast Florida women 
and girls. It originally focused its grants on four 
fields of interest: educational attainment, eco-
nomic empowerment, physical and mental health 
and safety, and justice for women and girls. 
However, in 2012, alliance members elected to 
concentrate all grantmaking on improving access 
to mental health for women and girls for the 
next six years. In the first four years, WGA had 
made nearly $2 million in grants to 17 Northeast 
Florida nonprofits and served 8,893 girls.

That results of those grants were impressive: 
Grantees added at least 35 mental health pro-
fessionals to their staffs; trained 750 mental 
health professionals; developed at least five new 
programs/protocols and developed advanced 
gender-based mental health support for women 
veterans and girls and young women impacted by 
the juvenile justice system. Seventeen nonprofits 
were recipients, including Starting Point Behavioral 
Healthcare, Mental Health America of Northeast 
Florida, Delores Barr Weaver Policy Center and 
PACE Center for Girls, among many others.

Meanwhile, at the end of 2018, Baptist Health 
and the Delores Barr Weaver Fund at the 
Community Foundation for Northeast Florida 
announced the creation of The Partnership for 
Mental Health. The intention of that innovative 
project, which was recommended by Delores 

Barr Weaver to encourage joint learning and 
grant-making, is to make strategic grants to 
improve access and strengthen the system that 
provides mental and behavioral health care for 
all citizens of Northeast Florida. By learning 
together about assets and gaps in how people 
are served, The Partnership for Mental Health 
activates responsive grant-making and support. 

“The challenge of providing a fully responsive 
mental health ecosystem in our community calls 
for new levels of ingenuity,” Barr Weaver said 
in a released statement. “This partnership is 
also a way to bring new awareness to issues, 
which will help eliminate the stigma around 
mental illness and signal that many entities care 
deeply about the well-being of citizens in 
Northeast Florida.”

 A $2.2 million donor-advised fund at The 
Community Foundation for Northeast Florida 
has been created to make grants across the 
mental health spectrum, including direct service, 
advocacy, awareness, training, and more. 

And, in February, Baptist Behavioral Health 
officials announced they were expanding same-
day access to acute mental health services, 
helped by a $25,000 grant from CVS Health. The 
Baptist Behavioral Health acute care clinic will 
be expanded, creating a bridge between inpatient 
and outpatient care, providing adults and 
children at risk of a mental health crisis with 
time-sensitive intervention or counseling. A 
portion of the grant was earmarked for telehealth 
technology to connect patients to professional 
counseling, psychological services and psychi-
atric services for adults and children throughout 
the community.

Overall, hospitals often take a loss by provid-
ing mental health services but are expanding 
their services anyway. Some, like Ascension St. 
Vincent’s, have a philanthropy-funded founda-
tion that helps the hospital overall, which allows 
it to keep providing mental health services even 
at a loss.

“Most of the funding is through insurance, 
commercial insurance like Medicare and 
Medicaid,” said Dr. Ellen Williams, who leads 
the Ascension St. Vincent’s behavioral health 
program. “We do have a portion of our services 
that are charitable donations. We provide ser-
vices at no cost for patients who meet the criteria. 
And we get support from our foundation for 
furniture and buildings.”

Williams said that Ascension started offering 
mental health services about two-and-a-half 
years ago. Mental health clinics are imbedded 
in its primary care centers and the organization 
now has six psychologists on staff, eight mas-
ters-level mental health counselors and one 
psychiatrist. There are also plans to build out 
a partial hospital program where people can 
come for five hours a day, five days a week, for 
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has been an increase in mental illness 

across the country due to COVID.”
— Katrina Taylor, director of School Behavioral  
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intensive group therapy work. There will also 
be a dual diagnosis program with mental health 
and substance abuse disorders.

“A lot of our providers provide substance abuse 
treatment, which is important because a lot of 
people have (problems with) both,” she explained. 

“One can exacerbate the other, one can stem from 
the other. People are dying at higher rates, the mor-
tality rates in the United States have increased in 
the past couple of years for the first time in decades, 
and that’s because of opioid abuse. People are dying 
from substance use disorders and that needs to be 
addressed. There is a lot that has to be done still.” 

COVID is also taking a toll; NAMI expects sui-
cides to increase in the future due to the challenges 
brought by the pandemic.

THIS IS JUST THE BEGINNING

As awareness is evolving in Jacksonville, so are 
community supports, treatment options and un-
derstanding of mental illness as just as much a 
physical problem as cancer or diabetes. People 
who receive treatment recover, and the earlier 
people can get treatment, the better the outcome.

In the Mayor’s office, Lockhart said that on 
Valentine’s Day 2019, city officials cut the ribbon 
on the Urban Rest Stop, which provides many 
services for people experiencing homelessness 
and mental health issues. Soon, there will also 
be medical buses.

“It’s led by the Mental Health Resource Center 
and on Sulzbacher property, but it is a partnership 

among all the organizations currently serving all 
individuals experiencing homelessness,” she 
explained. “Those who are unsheltered are the 
most vulnerable to mental health issues.”

With the right help and care, people do 
recover from mental health issues, according 
to NAMI. And that includes both pre-existing 
conditions and mental health challenges due to 
the global pandemic.

“Recovery, including meaningful roles in social 
life, school and work, is possible, especially when 
you start treatment early and play a strong role in 
your own recovery process,” the NAMI site states.

Now, thanks to the kind hearts and giving of 
Jacksonville residents, many more people can do just 
that, at a time when more people need help than ever.
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“The challenge of providing a fully responsive 
mental health ecosystem in our community 
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— Delores Barr Weaver
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B Y  K E L L Y  K E L L Y  A N D
M A R C I A  H O D G S O N

Pandemic transforms and expands 
need for mental health services

C alls for mental health services have 
spiked since the Coronavirus pan-
demic has taken hold in Northeast 
Florida. Joblessness, lack of struc-
ture, isolation, and other aspects 

of the “new reality” are creating increased feelings 
of unease, anxiety, and depression in residents – 
many of whom have never experienced a need for 
psychological care before – causing them to seek 
services from behavioral health specialists.  

 “We have seen an increase in cases in our 
acute-care areas such as hospitals and crisis 
stabilization units,” said Dr. Ana Turner, assis-
tant professor, University of Florida College of 
Medicine who also serves as a community psy-
chiatrist for IM Sulzbacher Center. “I have heard 
the same from colleagues around the country. I 
think this reflects those who already have mental 
illness are having a harder time dealing with it 
given all the new stressors, especially job inse-
curities or increased caregiver burden. Our clinic 
numbers and those of many colleagues I’ve heard 
from have actually increased since the pandemic, 
suggesting more people are seeking care.”

Such is also the case at Baptist Health. “We’ve 
seen an increase all around, in both inpatient and 
outpatient care,” agreed Terrie Andrews, Ph.D., 
system administrator for Baptist Behavioral Health 

and Wolfson Children’s Hospital. “We’ve gone 
from in-person visits to virtual visits. Since COVID 
began around St. Patrick’s Day, we are at about 
92% telehealth in our outpatient space, which is 
amazing. People do not want to go back to in-per-
son appointments because of the convenience of 
just turning on their phone or iPad or computer 
so they can connect with a provider. Of the 92% 
virtual visits in the outpatient space, we have seen 
a 25% increase in total outpatient visits, and a 
40% increase in phone calls of people wanting an 
outpatient appointment. And that is just at Baptist 
and Wolfson Children’s providers,” she said.

The shift to telehealth as it applies to behavioral 
health is new since the advent of COVID, said 
Andrews. “No one knew what to do for insurance 
and state regulations or statutes regarding tele-
health,” she said, adding that when lockdowns 
were called last spring, Baptist and Wolfson did 
not want to leave patients with canceled appoint-
ments. “During the last two weeks of March 2020 
we did phone check-ins and calls to all our patients 
to let them know they would be okay and we are 
here. We did that free of charge the first few weeks. 
The patients were very appreciative,” she said.

Baptist Health is one of the few providers that 
accepts corporate insurance, such as Florida 
Blue or Humana. As the pandemic continues, 

the health system offers inpatient services at 
Baptist Medical Center Jacksonville, which has 
34 beds, and at Wolfson Children’s Hospital, 
where there are 14 pediatric beds. Inpatient care, 
especially the need for pediatric mental health 
care at Wolfson, has “just exploded,” – a 300% 
increase over last year – and the hospital does 
not have enough beds to accommodate the need, 
said Andrews. Inpatient stays are mainly for 
stabilization, and the average stay in the hospital 
is three to five days, she said. There is also a 
partial hospitalization program (PHP) that is 
one step down from inpatient and a couple of 
steps up from outpatient, which assists clients 
with medication management, therapy services, 
neuropsychological and psychological testing. 
In PHP, patients are technically inpatient during 
the day and are able to go home overnight. Those 
stays vary in length. 

To help accommodate the dramatic increase, 
Wolfson has gotten creative. It has ramped up its 
free 24/7 Kids & Teens Helpline (wolfsonchildrens.
com/helpline) that was established in the late 1990s 
and is accessible to all. “We have counselors 
manning the phones 24/7 who can speak with 
anyone who calls in crisis or just wants to ask ques-
tions about entry points into our behavioral 
healthcare system. What we are trying to do is have 
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the helpline provide a kind of triaging or mini as-
sessment to determine the level of risk. Is this 
someone who needs to go to the emergency room 
right now, or can they be seen by our Bridges Clinic?” 
she said, referring to Baptist’s mental health acute 
care clinic that has been designed to create a bridge 
between inpatient and outpatient care.

The Bridges Clinic, which was set up by Baptist 
Health in the summer 2020, provides both adults 
and children with same-day access to a mental 
health professional for time-sensitive intervention 
or counseling in an office setting. Licensed mental 
health professionals quickly triage referred pa-
tients to determine whether their situation is 
appropriate for a same-day office visit or if emer-
gency care is required.

Since the pandemic started, there has been a 50% 
increase in appointments at the Bridges Clinic, said 
Andrews. “Our whole goal in putting in these out-
patient ambulatory services is to keep people out 
of the emergency room at the hospital,” she said. 

“For someone needing behavioral health treatment, 
the emergency room isn’t really the place for them. 
That is what we’re seeing, a 50% increase at the 
Bridges Clinic from patients that would normally 
have been sent to the emergency room.” 

Also, when the pandemic started, it became 
necessary for the behavioral health practices at 
Baptist and Wolfson to put their paperwork online. 

“Since June we have sent out 7,500 new patient 
packets – that is the sheer volume that we are 
seeing – and there is no way we can see that many 
people. I will say only about 4,500 people sent the 
paperwork back, however, we don’t have 4,500 
new patient slots available.

“We’re really in tough times and as a community 
we really need to work together and figure out 
how we are going to approach behavioral health 
as a system,” she continued.

TELEHEALTH MAY  
CHANGE THE FIELD

The ease in using telehealth, the distribution of 
health-related services and information via elec-
tronic or telecommunication technology, may be 
a permanent change sparked by the pandemic. But 
whether popular telehealth programs continue 
after the virus is contained may be up to insurance 
companies. “Where we are at with insurance is 
that some companies are easily and willingly cov-
ering it post pandemic, some are not, and some 
want to pay half of what they would typically pay 
if a patient is seen in person. It’s really all over 
the board, and it is driven by insurance, unfortu-
nately,” she said, noting, if continued, telehealth 
would greatly increase Baptist Health’s capacity 
to help those in need who have insurance.

“We are one of the only providers that take 
commercial health insurance,” she said, noting 
that larger providers such as UF Health also take 
insurance, but that many private psychiatrists 
and psychologists do not. “They expect you to 
pay out of pocket in cash,” she said. “That is why 
we stay so busy. We are serving Northeast Florida 
along with some of our larger partners that also 
take commercial insurance.”

Turner said the increase of people seeking be-
havioral health care might or might not be due to 
telehealth or an uptick of mental illness ignited 
by the virus. “I’m not sure if its because of newer 
cases of mental illness or because now it is so 
much easier to access care with all of the changes 
such as telehealth. I also hope it is due to a de-
creased stigma for seeking mental health care, 
given that more news agencies, including  Circles 
magazine, are talking about the needs and benefits 
of maintaining mental health during such a stress-
ful time,” she said.

Andrew’s colleague, Outpatient Case Coordinator 
Margaret “Maggie” Mahany said a lot of clients 
want support groups, but they do not necessarily 
want group counseling. “They want to go outside 
and be with other peers to talk about common 
issues – depression, anxiety, caregiving for dementia 
and Alzheimer’s, autistic children. They want to 
talk to other people struggling with the same issue.”  

In Jacksonville that can be hard to find. “You look 
online and try to connect the patient to a support 
group only to learn the group no longer exists,” she 
said. “A lot of them have transferred online.”

NO INSURANCE?

And when situations arise, such as loss in insurance 
or an interruption in coverage, Mahany tries to 
connect them to other service providers outside 
of the Baptist Health umbrella. 

One organization Mahany refers patients to is 
the National Alliance on Mental Health. “Nami.org 
is a great group,” she said, referring to the nation’s 
largest grassroots mental health organization ded-
icated to building better lives for Americans affected 
by mental illness. Started by a small group of families 
gathered around a kitchen table in 1979, the orga-
nization now consists of 600 local affiliates that 
raise awareness and provide support and education 
that was not previously available to those in need.

Another important organization, especially for 
patients without insurance, is Mental Health 
Resource Center, Inc. (MHRC), a private nonprofit 
comprehensive community mental health center 
with two main facilities in Jacksonville that offer 
sliding fees based on income. 

MHRC operates 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week. It provides inpatient psychiatric care for 
children, adolescents, and adults as well as out-
patient clinic programs for adults, jail diversion 
services, and assertive community treatment 
programs. The center’s traditional psychiatric 
services include evaluation, medical management, 
and counseling services, said Robert Sommers, 
Ph.D., M.B.A., the center’s president and CEO.

Throughout the pandemic, the demand for 
MHRC’s services has remained “steady,” said 
Sommers. “We have not seen a significant increase 
in demand for our services, probably because some 
people, who can afford it, are using counseling 
services offered by telehealth companies,” he said. 

In the pandemic, MRHC’s two outpatient service 
centers have implemented CDC measures to reduce 

N E E D  H E L P ?

“Our clinic numbers and those of 
many colleagues I’ve heard from 
have actually increased since 
the pandemic, suggesting more 
people are seeking care.”

— Dr. Ana Turner
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the risk of spreading the Coronavirus so patients 
can call for an appointment or walk in and be seen 
that same day as they might at an urgent care center, 
he said. People who need a psychiatrist or psychiatric 
nurse practitioner can be seen the same day. The 
same goes for people in need of inpatient care. And 
through a partnership with Gateway Community 
Services, people in need of substance abuse services 
can be evaluated there, as well.

“In addition, we have staff who will help people 
apply for Medicare and Social Security disability 
income if eligible, and housing and any other sup-
portive service they need,” Sommers said, noting this 
is regardless of income level. “We will see people with 
or without insurance,” he said. Those without insur-
ance are funded by the city and state funding. Although 

funding from the City of Jacksonville has not changed, 
funding from the State of Florida was reduced by 3% 
for the fiscal year starting in July 2020, he said.

MHRC also provides the community with LINK 
to LIFE, a program installed since COVID-19 to 
help adults who are having a difficult time, perhaps 
with suicidal thoughts, and need extra professional 
support. The program is funded by Lutheran 
Services of Florida, and allows for a care coordi-
nator to make frequent visits and phone calls for 
90 days, offering resources and a listening ear to 
assist with coping skills. 

MHRC is also a major provider of Baker Act 
services in Jacksonville. The Baker Act services 
allow a person to be transported involuntarily to 
a mental health facility for evaluation and held 

for up to 72 hours and longer if approved by a 
court. Sommers said the Baker Act operates as a 
community safety net. It prevents people who 
otherwise may be taken to jail or to the hospital’s 
emergency room from using those services.

MHRC is a major provider of those services in 
Jacksonville based on the number of beds available. 
At its Northside location, there are 30 adult beds 
and 30 beds for children, while the Southside 
location has 24 adult beds. 

For people without insurance, UF Health and 
Sulzbacher are two places people can go for help. 

Steven Cuffe, M.D., chair of UF Health Jacksonville 
School of Medicine Department of Psychiatry, has 
worked to bring needed mental health services to 
Jacksonville since 2008. At that time, he was the 

N E E D  H E L P ?

“During the last two weeks of March 2020 we did phone 
check-ins and calls to all our patients to let them know they 
are okay and that we are here. We did that free of charge 
the first  few weeks. The patients were very appreciative.”

— Dr. Terrie Andrews
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only full-time psychiatrist in the Jacksonville prac-
tice and was charged with building a team and 
starting a residency program. 

“Jacksonville was one of the largest cities in the 
country that did not have a residency program,” 
Cuffe said. “Residents will frequently settle where 
they do their residency. So, not having one is a 
recipe for having an underserved community.”

Over the 12-year period, Cuffe managed to 
establish a four-year residency program for 
general psychiatry that accepts four new residents 
a year. They also now have four fellows in child 
and adolescent psychiatry, a two-year program 
on the Jacksonville campus. And yet, there are 
not enough medical providers for people with 
mental health problems, he said. 

Children, adolescents, and adults who are at a 
transitional age are impacted, not just because they 
age out of insurance, but because they stop going 
to providers, Cuffe said. They become adults and 
because they are autonomous, they try going without 
treatment. It is especially concerning for kids in 
foster care, as they age out of Medicaid, he said.

Eligibility for coverage is determined through 
an application process and financial assessment. 
Patients who qualify are issued a city contract for 
healthcare coverage, and services are provided 
through UF Health. Patients are assigned a primary 

care provider (PCP) upon approval of coverage. 
“If they have significant psychiatric issues, the PCP 
would consult with psychiatry or else refer them 
to us,” Cuffe said. 

UF Health also provides medication under the 
city contract. Depending on the financial assessment, 
patients may have no co-pay or an escalating co-pay, 
Cuffe said. “We spend three to four times the amount 
of money that we get for the city contract,” he added. 

“We run a huge deficit to run the city contract 
program – not just for psychiatric services.” 

Sulzbacher Center, a nonprofit that assists the 
homeless with housing, food, income, and health-
care, is another resource for the uninsured. Turner 
spends part of her week as a consult liaison psy-
chiatrist at UF Health Hospital and the rest of her 
week in the clinic at Sulzbacher Center, where 
the street psychiatry patients are getting used to 
seeing providers with masks and glasses due to 
COVID, she said. 

“If someone lives at the shelter, they can use 
our Sulzbacher services completely free,” she 
said. “We have medical, dental, psychiatry, op-
tometry, and substance programming. If you 
don’t live at the shelter, but you’re below the 
200% poverty level in Jacksonville, you can also 
come use all those services. And then we do a 
sliding scale fee for anyone that’s uninsured,” 

she said, noting there is a financial assessment 
involved. “But even if they do have income, they 
can come use our services at a minimal rate,” 
Turner said.

Sulzbacher is now a federally qualified health-
care center and receives national grants for 
operational support, services, and a medication 
room. “So, I can really get a lot of my patients 
their medications for free,” she said. One change 
since COVID is that Medicare/Medicaid is allowing 
for phone visits in psychiatry, allowing patients 
to access care even if they have no access to a 
computer or internet connection.  

Medication works on the same sliding scale for 
services, Turner said. For those patients with a 
$0 co-pay, the medications are free. For patients 
with income, they try to send the prescriptions 
out to discounted pharmacy medication programs, 
such as Walmart’s $4 list or Publix’s $7.50 list. 
Sulzbacher also helps patients apply for certain 
medications for free, she said.

“What I like the most about my job is how easy 
it is for me to get my patients the care they need 

– not just case management,” Turner said. “But we 
also have several amazing therapists and psychi-
atric nurse practitioners, plus a partnership with 
Gateway that runs an intensive outpatient program 
for substance abuse.”

N E E D  H E L P ?
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BY LORRIE DEFRANK

Working  
to serve 
those who 
have served
Ego doesn’t exist when it comes to serving 
and recognizing veterans in Northeast Florida
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Northeast Florida is a leader in serving 
and recognizing veterans. 

Given the area’s immense military 
presence—active and veteran—services to provide 
for their needs are numerous. In addition to the 
federal and state departments of Veterans Affairs 
and resources provided by Mayport Naval Station 
and Naval Air Station Jacksonville, nonprofits, 
businesses and other organizations are committed 
to combating homelessness, mental traumas, 
suicide, drug and alcohol abuse, joblessness and 
other issues plaguing far too many people who 
served and fought for our freedom. Many of them 
served post-9/11. They include men and women 
from all branches of the military.

From Wounded Warrior Project, a nationwide 
nonprofit based in Jacksonville that has major 
corporate sponsors, to Jax Vets, a social group of 
veterans ages 25 to 102 from all branches who 
meet weekly for breakfast and pass a hat to help 
K9s for Warriors and other programs, Northeast 
Florida can be proud of its payback. 

“It’s our patriotic duty for the community to 
come together to help veterans,” said Ortega 
resident Harrison Conyers, supervisor, Military 
Affairs and Veterans Department, City of 
Jacksonville. “These people have given of them-
selves, some through war, to protect us and give 
us the freedom we enjoy every day.”

According to Conyers, there are more than 150,000 
veterans and more than 50,000 active duty and 
defense related employees and contractors in Duval 
County. About 107,000 county veterans are receiving 
federal financial benefits as a result of their service. 
More than 1.5 million veterans live in Florida. 

At 17% of the economy, the military is the No. 
1 economic engine in Duval County, he said. It 
accounts for more than 97,000 jobs and more than 
$12.1 billion a year in economic impact. 

VETERANS SERVICES 
PLENTIFUL LOCALLY

Conyers said his department is the logical place to 
start for veterans and active military seeking assistance. 

“We either provide the service or partner or connect 
with those who do,” he said, acknowledging that the 
search for the proper provider can be bewildering. 

“We have veteran service officers who have extensive 
legal and benefits training here in the office to help 
veterans apply for benefits. It’s a free public service.”

The office also serves military families and is the 
liaison between the local military bases and city 
government. It helps with disability claims, pen-
sions, the GI Bill, burials, and other assistance. 

Conyers advises veterans to access the depart-
ment’s website (See Resource Guide on Page 54) 
for links to multiple nonprofits and other partners 
that offer assistance with employment, food, cloth-
ing, counseling, housing, finances, and other needs. 
It has about 500 partners providing jobs for the 
military community, he said. 

The department has been a key player in new 
initiatives to make it easier to connect veterans 
with various services and link them with peers to 
prevent veteran suicides such as United Way’s 
Mission United, The Fire Watch, and Northeast 
Florida Military/Veteran Resource Guide. 

Compiled this year as part of The Fire Watch and 
in conjunction with Mission United, the Northeast 
Florida Military/Veteran Resource Guide is a com-
prehensive listing of numerous services available. 

“There are so many great organizations doing things 
for active duty members and veterans and families,” 
said retired Army Brig. Gen. Michael Fleming. “The 
mission of the Resource Guide is to connect our 
military members with these resources.”  

“We are one of the most military friendly regions in 
the U.S. and our vets are in crisis,” said Nick Howland, 
executive director, The Fire Watch. “Because there is 
such a high density of military here, those people in 
crisis could be your neighbors. So, it’s important to 
know what resources are available to help them.”

Born and raised in Jacksonville, Fleming has been 
so involved in these and other endeavors that 
Conyers referred to him as a “great change agent” 
for area veterans’ programs. Replicating a program 
he was involved in as former managing director for 
Deutsche Bank called Veterans on Wall Street, 
Fleming founded the Jacksonville Military Veterans 
Coalition, a public-private partnership with the city 
and business community to provide employment 
opportunities for veterans and educate employers 
about the value of hiring veterans. The coalition also 
partners with local colleges and universities to link 
veterans with educational opportunities through the 
Northeast Florida Military Veteran College Network. 

A strong advocate for mental health services for 
veterans, Fleming currently serves as outreach di-
rector for Jacksonville’s Steven A. Cohen Military 
Family Clinics at Centerstone, a not-for-profit health 
care organization that works closely with the VA to 
provide mental health care and addiction treatment 
for post-9/11 veterans and military families. 

New road  
leads to 

Jacksonville 
National 

Cemetery
The meandering route from I-95 
to the Jacksonville National 
Cemetery will be a memory soon. 
Thanks to veterans and civic 
organizations, as well as federal, 
state, and local governments, 
Gold Star Families Memorial 
Parkway will provide a direct 
route for processions and visi-
tors to the cemetery on Lannie 
Road north of Jacksonville 
International Airport. It is one 
of nine national cemeteries in 
Florida. 

“Now funeral processions 
have to go 15 miles around the 
airport on two-lane highways. 
The new federal road will take 
them from Pecan Park Road to 
the front door of the cemetery, 
which averages 10 funerals a 
day,” said former U.S. Army 
Green Beret Pat Mulvihill, pres-
ident of the Rotary Club of 
North Jacksonville, a major 
supporter of the project. 

Steven Spickelmier, chairman 
of the Support Committee of 
Jacksonville National Cemetery 
and immediate past chairman 
of the Veterans Council of 
Duval County, also  praised the 
convenience of the new 3.4-
mile  parkway. He said its name 
honors families who have lost 
loved ones in the line-of-duty 
defending our country. 

The $12.8 million road project 
is scheduled for completion late 
in the summer of 2021. 

The number of burials in the 
526-acre cemetery is well over 
original projections, according 
to Harrison Conyers, supervisor, 
Military Affairs and Veterans 
Department, City of Jacksonville. 

“The new road will be great,” he 
said. “Now we have to use I-295 
to Lem Turner to Lannie Road 
and all the way down. This will 
bring access right off I-95.”

“It’s our 
patriotic 

duty for the 
community  

to come 
together to 

help veterans.”
 — Harrison Conyers,  

supervisor, Military Affairs and  
Veterans Department, City of Jacksonville
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WOMEN VETERAN  
NUMBERS INCREASE

As the fastest growing community of military vet-
erans, women face all the same challenges as their 
male counterparts, and often more, according to 
Dee Quaranta, president and CEO of Northeast 
Florida Women Veterans. 

Besides frequently having to care for children, 
many women veterans are dealing with military 
sexual trauma, said Quaranta, who travels often 
to Tallahassee and Washington to advocate on 
behalf of women veterans’ issues. The nonprofit’s 
center is a safe place where women may talk openly 
about their experiences and get help filing claims. 
One in four women in the military will experience 
Military Sexual Trauma (MST), which can include 

harassment and assault, according to the Women 
Veteran Social Justice Network advocacy group. 

The Northeast Florida region has about 15,000 
women veterans, the largest population in the 
state and the second largest in the country, ac-
cording to Quaranta. Founded in 2012, the center 
serves about 200 women a year by providing mental 
health counseling and financial assistance with 
utilities, rent, emergency shelter, clothing, food, 
transportation, and other resources. Its six-week 
HerTOTALWellness program offers workshops 
for women to get back on their feet or acquire 
personal and professional development.

“The difference between women veterans and 
women who never served is a totally different 
mindset,” said Quaranta, a retired Air Force tech-
nical sergeant. “You were a 24/7 worker who could 

be called at any time and didn’t have any say-so. 
Even our children had to learn how to adapt to 
change quickly. In a civilian world, you don’t have 
those kinds of challenges.”

In Jacksonville, Sulzbacher Center and Clara 
White Mission provide housing and other services 
for women veterans.

COLLABORATIVE EFFORT 
FOCUSES ON HEALTH

To address issues facing military members and 
their families, early this year Humana Military 
hosted a Health Collective Impact Summit in 
Jacksonville, one of only two in the country. Last 
year it launched an Office of Population Health to 
give back more Healthy Days to TRICARE bene-
ficiaries across its East Region. 

“We recognize that whole person health care 
doesn’t just happen in a physician’s office. You 
have to determine if the person is lonely, or do 
they have enough food to eat? We know that 90% 
of military spouses report feeling lonely, and 20% 
of households served by Feeding America include 
at least one member who has served in the military,” 
said longtime Jacksonville resident Al Siewertsen, 
director, Florida Humana Military, and a 30-year 

“Our greatest need is for a veterans’ community 
resource center where veterans can talk  
face-to-face to people who understand them.”

 — Steven Spickelmier

W O R K I N G  T O  S E R V E  T H O S E  W H O  H A V E  S E R V E D
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Navy veteran. “This is why we’re focusing our 
Jacksonville Office of Population Health strategy 
on helping the military community with loneliness, 
food security, and tobacco and alcohol use.” 

Recognizing the value of community collabora-
tion to benefit this population, Humana met with 
nearly 100 community partners to discern what 
programs already exist so they don’t duplicate them. 

“By collectively addressing the social determi-
nants of health in the Jacksonville military 
community we have an opportunity to positively 
impact force readiness, strengthen family resil-
iency and lower health care costs, which in turn 
supports our national security,” Siewertsen said.

COMMUNITY HONORS, 
CELEBRATES VETERANS

Jacksonville is also big on honoring veterans. In 
addition to hosting huge Memorial Day and Veterans 
Day parades, it boasts the Veterans Memorial Wall, 
the second largest in the country next to the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C. It is on East 
Adams Street adjacent to TIAA Bank Field.

The city’s Military Affairs and Veterans 
Department partners with a multitude of service 
providers to host an annual Homeless Veterans 

Stand Down, a three-day job and resource fair at 
the Jacksonville Fairgrounds. Homeless vets can 
get showers, haircuts, meals, and health care 
screenings, as well as career assistance and various 
types of counseling.  

Approved through an executive order signed 
by Jacksonville Mayor Lenny Curry, the Veterans 
Council of Duval County is a city-chartered 
organization that represents about 50 veteran 
service organizations. Its mission includes uni-
fying the organizations, fostering communication 
among veterans, supporting the Military Affairs 
and Veterans Department in duties including 
parades and social gatherings, and sharing in-
formation on local, state, and national legislative 
bodies that pertain to veterans.

“Our greatest need is for a veterans’ community 
resource center where veterans can talk face-to-
face to people who understand them,” said Steven 
Spickelmier, immediate past chairman of the 
Veterans Council and president of the Council 
of County Veterans County Presidents for Baker, 
Clay, Duval, Nassau, and St. Johns counties 
whose mission is to inform veterans of policy 
changes, resources, and issues they face as a 
group. “We are working on that with the city and 
Vets for Vets of Northeast Florida,” he said.

Spickelmier, who served in the Navy during the 
Vietnam era and later in the Air Force, retiring as 
a master sergeant, said he volunteers for veterans 
organizations to honor the memory of his father, 
the late Marion Harris Spickelmier, who saw action 
on D-Day at Omaha Beach at Normandy where he 
served for the duration of the war. 

Former Army Green Beret Pat Mulvihill is pres-
ident of the Rotary Club of North Jacksonville, 
which partners with veterans and other organiza-
tions on various projects such as Wreaths Across 
America, a movement to cover all veterans’ grave 
markers with Christmas wreaths. He said he con-
tinues to serve veterans because of their great needs, 
such as dental care, suicide prevention, female 
veterans’ issues, and homelessness. Representing 
the Green Berets’ Northeast Florida chapter at an 
event to honor Army Junior ROTC graduates several 
months ago in Lake City made a big impression. 

“These were extremely well-mannered top-of-the-
class athletes and high achievers who have joined 
the military … talented young men and women,” he 
said. “That is why I am involved, for the inbound 
and the people to who have served.”

“We have no egos in Northeast Florida when 
it comes to veterans. Everyone is working to-
gether,” said Fleming.

W O R K I N G  T O  S E R V E  T H O S E  W H O  H A V E  S E R V E D
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United Way of Northeast Florida’s Mission United
unitedwaynefl.org
Call the 211 information and referral hotline to be 
connected to a veteran care coordinator.

The Fire Watch
thefirewatch.org
The Northeast Florida Military/Veteran Resource 
Guide is on its website. 

Veterans, military resource guide
Services and resources for active military, veterans, 
and their families in Northeast Florida are numerous. 
Because there are so many, locating the appropriate 
ones can be daunting. However, there are some 
effective touchpoints. People needing assistance 
are advised to start with the City of Jacksonville’s 
Military Affairs and Veterans Department. If they 
don’t offer the service directly, they will be able to 
connect you with providers that do:

Wounded Warrior Project
woundedwarriorproject.org
888-997-2586 (resource 
database)

K9s for Warriors
k9sforwarriors.org
904-686-1956

Greater Jacksonville Area USO
jax.uso.org (multiple locations)

Greater Jacksonville Area  
USO Pathfinder Program
Transition program
jax.uso.org/jax-pathfinder

Five Star Veterans Center
5starveteranscenter.org
904-723-5950

Red Cross Reconnection 
Workshops
904-246-1395

Jacksonville Military  
Veterans Coalition
coj.net/mavd/jobs4vets

Veterans Council  
of Duval County
duvalveteranscouncil.org

Vets for Vets  
of Northeast Florida
v4vflorida.org

Northeast Florida  
Women Veterans Inc.
forwomenvets.org
904-862-6039

Zahara Veterans Network, Inc. 
Women veterans program
zvetnet.org
904-469-6982

Operation New Uniform
operationnewuniform.org
904-328-1600

Clara White Mission
theclarawhitemission.org/ 
housing-for-veterans
904-354-4162

Sulzbacher Center
sulzbacherjax.org
904-359-0457
Veterans’ services: 904-394-1366

UNF Military and  
Veterans Resource Center
unf.edu/military-veterans
904-620-5131

Jacksonville University Veterans 
and Military Resource Center
ju.edu/military
904-256-7638

Edward Waters College  
Veterans Affairs
ewc.edu/veterans-affairs
904-470-8194

FSCJ Military and  
Veterans Service Center
fscj.edu/military-veterans
904-357-8890

Northeast Florida Military  
Veteran College Network
earnup.org/veterans

Humana Military Office  
of Population Health
HumanaMilitary.com/
populationhealth

Other resources include, but are not limited to: 

Military Affairs and Veterans Department, 
City of Jacksonville 
City Hall-St. James Building, 117 W. Duval St., 
Suite 175, Jacksonville
coj.net/mavd  |  904-255-5550

Two other good starting points, depending on the 
circumstances, also have the information and re-
sources to connect military and veterans with a 
multitude of services:
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Headquartered in Jacksonville since 2005, the 17-year-old 
Wounded Warrior Project provides physical and mental 
health services, economic empowerment and engagement 
programs to veterans and service members who suffered 
a physical or mental injury on or after September 11, 2001.

“Our goal is to foster the most well-adjusted wounded 
veterans in our nation,” said Rob Louis, senior public rela-
tions specialist. “We want to have vets connected with the 
community, employed and living the life they want to live.”

He said the nonprofit relocated from Virginia because 
of Northeast Florida’s reputation for being military friendly, 
its good transportation and other amenities, and proximity 
to corporate partners. Although it works with strategic 
partners, Wounded Warrior Project depends largely on 
the generosity of the American people for donations. 

“All services are free of charge. The veterans paid their 
dues on the battlefields” said Louis. 

The Wounded Warrior Project’s annual Carry Forward 
5K run or walk, is a major fundraising opportunity where 
participants symbolically carry what a veteran would 
carry, such as a flag or weight or person, Louis said. 

Scheduled for November 14, in Jacksonville, this year’s 
event was tailored for runners to participate virtually 
to accommodate COVID-19 restrictions. A Carry 
Forward App enabled participants to watch the opening 
ceremony, which featured a special message from 
Wounded Warrior Project CEO and Army Lieutenant 
General (Ret.) Michael Linnington, a national anthem 
performance by Grammy-nominated artist Josh Turner, 
and an inspiring story of service and sacrifice from a 
wounded warrior. Audio tracks were also provided to 
listen to while completing the 5K.

“We have a strong partnership with the community. 
Businesses and governments have been great,” Louis 
said. “It’s awesome to see people coming forward to 
support veterans.”

The Wounded Warrior Project has 15 locations around 
the country and another at Germany’s Landstuhl Regional 
Medical Center, the nearest treatment center for wounded 
soldiers coming from Iraq and Afghanistan.

Programs, services, and ways to support veterans are 
available at woundedwarriorproject.org.

WOUNDED WARRIOR PROJECT

Connecting wounded veterans to the community once they return home

877.TEAM.WWP (832.6997)

woundedwarriorproject.org

4899 Belfort Road, Suite 300 
Jacksonville, FL 32256
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“When quality 
matters, demand 
only the best!”
Historic San Marco Home Studio
(just south of downtown - by appoinment only)
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POVERTY

Determined to serve those hit hardest by COVID-19, DESC is delivering compassionate, 
urgent care through emboldened creativity, technology and business strategy. 
Thanks to amazing volunteers and staff, we’ve embraced new ways to provide emergency 
financial assistance, food and clothing to those desperately looking for help.
Please help fight poverty by joining forces with the Downtown Ecumenical Services Council.

“I knew I was taken care of, 
and it was a great feeling.”

— Barbara

“All I wanted was a chance 
to get up and prove myself.”

— Jerome
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Preventing suicide by helping vets watch out for each other

Just a year old, The Fire Watch: Your Turn to Stand 
has captured national attention for its innovative 
peer program to combat veteran suicide.

Northeast Florida’s five counties have joined 
forces to mobilize more than 10,000 veterans as 
Watch Standers to look out for each other, with 
particular awareness of signs of suicide. Civilian 
Veteran Champions also may be trained to par-
ticipate. Around-the-clock communication is vital 
to the program that features the recently created 
Northeast Florida Military/Veteran Resource 
Guide to easily connect military, veterans and 
families with a multitude of services. The pro-
gram’s name comes from a military sentry who 
patrols the barracks at night. 

Alarmed by the high numbers of veteran sui-
cides and frustrated by the lack of an effective 
federal program to stop them, Jacksonville City 
Councilman Rory Diamond, retired Army Brig. 
Gen. Michael Fleming and a handful of other key 
players from Baker, Clay, Duval, Nassau and St. 
Johns counties conceived of The Fire Watch to 
attack the problem at the community level, ac-
cording to Nick Howland, executive director. 

“We really have one mission: to end veteran 
suicide in our region,” he said, citing statistics 
from the Department of Veterans Affairs:

• More than 6,000 veterans commit suicide 
annually in the U.S. 

• In Florida, 512 veterans committed suicide 
in 2017, the latest data available.

• The highest rate of veteran suicide by far is 
among ages 18 to 34, the largest age group 
of active duty military service members 
transitioning to veteran status every year.

“A lot of it has to do with disconnectedness. 
When you are in the service, you are told where 
to live, eat and sleep. Your money is deposited 
in your account. They even help you buy a car. 
When you leave, you have none of that support. 
The VA has expanded its mental health care 
significantly in the last 10 years, but we need to 
find ways to alter a veteran’s course before they 
get into suicide distress in the first place,” 
Howland said. “That’s the heart of what The Fire 
Watch is all about—how to motivate veterans to 
keep watch on risk factors for other veterans 
who may be in crisis or in need.

The program uses the federal Substance Abuse 
and Mental Health Services Administration’s 
Crisis Intercept Mapping process for Military 
and Veteran Suicide Prevention to help identify 
weaknesses and to strengthen the delivery of 
policies and practices. In addition to the five 
counties, funding sources include state appro-
priations and foundation, corporate and 
individual donations. K9s for Warriors provided 
significant startup support. 

“We are a veteran-friendly region. Plenty of the 
resources are free. But there had been no one 
place to be able to find them,” Howland said. 

“The Watch Stander program, the Resource Guide, 
and the coordination of community services will 
really drive down veteran suicide rates in 
Northeast Florida.”

The Florida Department of Veterans Affairs 
invited The Fire Watch to participate in the gov-
ernor’s challenge with other states to share best 
practices in veteran suicide prevention, according 
to Howland. “Organizations around the entire 
country are interested in what we are doing,” he 
said. “As far as we can tell, we are the only up-
stream peer-to-peer program in the country 
focused on helping veterans early … before they 
even get into crisis.”

THE FIRE WATCH

Allowing veterans better access to community resources

For more than a century people who needed as-
sistance have looked to United Way for resources 
and services. Now veterans and others with links 
to the military can get an extra helping hand in 
areas that offer Mission United. 

This year United Way of Northeast Florida 
launched the program that has shown success in 
more than 20 cities across the U.S. Mission United 
uses United Way’s 211 24-hour information and 
referral hotline to access specialists who now ask 
if the caller has ever served the country. If so, they 
are asked if they would like to speak to a veteran 
care coordinator trained to connect them with the 
appropriate resources that already exist in the 
community, according to Jeff Winkler, head of 
Basic Needs, Community Impact. Numerous ser-
vices include housing, employment, legal assistance 
and mental health care. Many callers are transi-
tioning from military to civilian life. 

Many of the care coordinators are veterans who 
are trained to provide specialized peer support to 
military callers. They spend time with them and 
stick with them until they get the help they need, 
Winkler said. 

“Northeast Florida is home to the largest veteran 
population in the state and has an incredible 
network of service providers. More than one in 
four individuals in our community are active duty, 
veterans, National Guard, reservists or their family 
members,” he said. All are eligible. “While there 
is a tremendous system to help veterans and fam-
ilies, it’s fragmented and difficult to navigate.” 

Mission United streamlines that process. 
United Way of Northeast Florida has been 

working with The Fire Watch to coordinate its 211 
database with the new Northeast Florida Military/
Veteran Resource Guide to ensure continuity and 
efficiency of referrals. 

An outcome of Mission United is that providers, 
who also had a hard time knowing what other 
resources existed, are now talking to each other. 

“They are working together to improve the system,” 
Winkler said. “Northeast Florida is special in how 
the veteran community supports each other.”

MISSION UNITED

(904) 390-3200

unitedwaynefl.org

40 E. Adams St., Suite 200 
Jacksonville, FL 32202

904-525-1761

thefirewatch.org

214 N. Hogan Street, Suite 800 
Jacksonville, Florida 32202
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Offering vets a new outlook on life

On any given day in a former nursing home on 
Jacksonville’s Southside, about 35 veterans are 
living together and sharing the common goal of 
reintegration into society with a fresh outlook 
on life. “We have a program called Passport to 
Independence to provide veterans in crisis with 
the safe and secure housing and supportive 
services they need to get back on their feet and 
independent living,” said retired Marine Col. 
Len Loving, CEO and co-founder of Five Star 
Veterans Center. 

Open since 2012, the nonprofit center serves 
veterans from all branches of the military suffering 
from post-traumatic stress disorder, traumatic 
brain injuries, depression, anxiety, and related 
mental health issues. Most are in their late 30s. 
The targeted stay is 18 to 24 months and more 
than 300 have completed the program. 

The veteran residents are free to come and go 
during the day, but they are required to be em-
ployed or enrolled in school. Some meet regularly 
with counselors according to their individualized 
programs. Many willingly help maintain the 
buildings and grounds. Some have pets. All are 
required to attend monthly town hall meetings 
in the dining hall. “Sometimes I bring graduates 
in and leave the room and let them have the 
conversation,” he said. “That’s the best way to 
create dialog.”

Loving called the success stories exhilarating. 
“It’s a terrific feeling to see someone walk out and 
six months later call and say, ‘I’m doing great,’ 
or send a note of thanks,” Loving said. “Several 
have called to say they would like to come by to 
talk to residents.”

Often graduates reunite with their families. 
Loving said many veterans suffer from what he 
referred to as delayed PTSD. “Usually the ones 
we get have been out of the service three to six 
years or longer before they realize something is 
wrong in their life—maybe a failed marriage or 
disassociation with family members,” he said. 

“They tend to self-medicate through alcohol or 
drugs and get addicted.  Most of the time we get 
them when they hit bottom and realize they need 
help. We work with them and we get them into 
a higher level of care when we do not have the 
skill to match the need.”

Whatever their situations, all veterans find 
respect at Five Star—from the staff, each other 

… even outside supporters. 
“They are proud of them and want to help them 

get back on their feet,” said Suzie Loving, CAO who 
oversees all administrative and financial functions 
for the center and its residents. “Everything here 
has been donated. People are very generous.”

“They will do everything they can to help you, 
if you are willing to be helped,” said graduate 
Paul Zenkowich, a former Navy hospital facilities 
specialist who spotted the center when he walked 
out of a pawn shop two years ago. “I never 
thought I would be able to get out on my own 
anymore, but I did.”

Now a newlywed living in North Carolina, 
Zenkowich, 58, who suffered a disability that led 
to his discharge, had been depressed and abusing 
alcohol for years before he walked into Five Star 
that day. He said he benefitted most from the fi-
nancial programs that helped him get his credit 
rating up and back on his feet.

“They kept me busy all the time. I even had a 
chance to do volunteer work with the Jacksonville 
Jaguars,” said Zenkowich, who received a service 
dog through the Five Star program. 

Support from the community is huge. Veterans 
pay a small rent to live in their private rooms if they 
are able. If not, the VA, HUD, Wounded Warrior 
Project and other nonprofits and service organiza-
tions step up. Foundations, banks, attorneys, 
retailers, restaurants, and other businesses and 
organizations join forces to fund the operational 
and service expenses the rent doesn’t cover. 

Major supporters include The Delores Barr 
Weaver Foundation, Farah & Farah, Jim Jacobs 
Foundation, Players Championship Charities, 
Jaguars Foundation, Wounded Warrior Project, 
Florida Veterans Foundation, MaryEllen Willis 
Foundation, Community Foundation of Northeast 
Florida, Woodmen of the World, and American 
Legion and VFW posts. Since 2013, Home Depot, 
Bank of America, and many other companies have 
come annually to help refurbished resident rooms 
and public spaces. Feeding Northeast Florida, 
WAWA, Olive Garden and other restaurants supply 
most of the food to the nonprofit. Vehicle dona-
tions are welcome.

FIVE STAR VETERANS CENTER

(904) 723-5950

5starveteranscenter.org

40 Acme St.,  
Jacksonville FL, 32211
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“They will do 
everything they 
can to help you, if 
you are willing to 
be helped. I never 
thought I would be 
able to get out on 
my own anymore, 
but I did.”

— Paul Zenkowich
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Saving a family, saving a life

A warrior trainer at K9s for Warriors, Greg Wells 
believes he has the best job in the program. “We 
see warriors at their worst and help transform 
them into different versions of themselves,” he 
said. “We help them find a path and start navigating 
it. We see a lot of frowns and stoic behavior turn 
to smiles and a sense of belonging. My team sees 
people get their confidence back every day.”

Wells knows that feeling of despair. He served in 
the U.S. Army for eight years and returned to war 
zones as a private contractor in law enforcement. 
He spent a year-and-a-half in Iraq and four years in 
Afghanistan. Following an injury in 2012, he was 
diagnosed with PTSD. He balked when his wife Kim 
suggested K9s for Warriors but eventually applied 
and says the 14-month wait was well worth it. 

In 2014 Wells traveled from his home in Missouri 
to spend three weeks in the program that was then 
located on Roscoe Boulevard in Ponte Vedra. He 
was paired with Utah, a Rhodesian ridgeback mix 
shelter dog that changed his life and, he claims, 
kept his family together. 

“I felt like everybody was judging me,” he said. 
“Then I saw my dog and his eyes. He was just happy 
to see me, and he didn’t even know me. Now we 
go everywhere together. Knowing he is always there 
with me and not judging me is very reassuring.”

Wells said as soon as he started training with 
his dog, he knew he wanted to be involved in the 
program. He and Kim and their two children 
moved to Northeast Florida five years ago when 
he began his warrior training. 

“Warrior trainers teach people how to handle 
their dogs and use the commands. They learn 
how to solve problems,” he said. “We work hand-
in-hand with dog trainers.”

Wells said the training and the 24-hour follow-up 
support communication available to graduates 
have proven to be overwhelmingly successful. He 
urges other veterans who need help to reach out 
and ask for it, or at least seek information.

“K9s for Warriors didn’t just save my life, it saved 
my entire family,” Wells said. “It’s hard to express 
your emotions when you bottle things up. Your 
significant other doesn’t know how to deal with it. 
Now I don’t focus on gunfights; I focus on my dog. 
I’m not angry, hostile, and combative, as I once was.”

Visit K9sforwarriors.org for details.

Started 10 years ago in a 
little house in Palm Valley, 
K9s for Warriors is ac-
claimed nationwide for its 
achievements in pairing 
service dogs with veterans 
suffering from post-trau-
matic stress disorder 
(PTSD) and other mental 
traumas. In that decade it has rescued about 
1,200 dogs from shelters and paired more than 
620 veterans from all over the country with 
canine companions. 

Founder Shari Duval was desperate to help her 
son, a veteran K9 police officer and independent 
contractor for the Department of the Army who 
came home from two tours in Iraq with severe 
PTSD. Her research showed positive results with 
the relatively new service dog therapy. 

“I asked him if he was interested in starting 
a program training service dogs,” she recalled. 

“We started with nothing … a couple of vets, and 
put it on Facebook. We became a nonprofit and 
got dogs from the shelter because we didn’t 
have time to breed them and there are so many 
wonderful dogs there.”

Duval’s son, Brett Simon, who runs the K9 
Division, is president of K9s for Warriors, which 
has a year-and-a-half waiting list. Its mission 
is to end veteran suicide and return warriors 
to lives of dignity and independence. All ser-
vices are free. 

Participants spend three weeks at Camp K9 
in Ponte Vedra with warrior trainers—all of 
whom are veterans who have graduated from 
the program—learning how to use their dogs 
and bonding with them. Other experts have 
already trained the dogs that are paired with the 
veterans having PTSD, traumatic brain injury or 
military sexual trauma. Women and men train 
in separate sessions. The program also has a 
location near Gainesville. 

“I see miracles. This program with dogs has 
literally turned their lives around,” Duval said. 

“They had become depressed, anxious, fearful 
and had no confidence. Many say they don’t see 
how a dog will help. Then afterward they say 
they don’t know how they lived without this dog. 
I’ve seen many go on to music careers, write 
books, do the most incredible things. It’s been 
enormously successful.”

Not only is the risk of suicide significantly 
reduced for the veterans, but the rescued dogs 
of many breeds find a new purpose. K9s for 
Warriors is a strong supporter of The Fire 
Watch, a new five-county initiative to combat 
veteran suicide. 

For veterans who reach out and can’t get into 
the program immediately, K9s for Warriors 
offers peer group resources while they are 
waiting, according to Duval. 

Community support of the program is vital. 
“We have to rely on the goodness of people. We 
operate solely on donations—from corpora-
tions to $5 bake sales,” Duval said. “We are 
local. We give tours of our campus. We want 
to be part of the community.”

The program welcomes volunteers for such 
services as cooking meals for warriors, repre-
senting K9s for Warriors at events and raising 
puppies to be future service dogs.

(904) 686-1956

k9sforwarriors.org

114 Camp K9 Road 
Ponte Vedra, Florida 32081

Shari Duval

K9s FOR WARRIORS

Pairing shelter dogs with traumatized vets
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A new Dream Center for regenerative medicine 
and plastic surgery is set to become a reality, forever 
enhancing treatments and patient care options 
throughout the region. Not only will the center treat 
and care for patients, but it will house research facilities 
and also incorporate teaching centers of excellence.

As part of the 100 acre Fountains of St Johns, 
the Pangenics Regenerative Center will be located 
adjacent to the new Ascension St Vincents Hospital 
site. Pangenics will offer its own interdisciplinary blend 
of services not offered through the traditional practice 

With an approach unlike any other in the nation, 
Pangenics Regenerative Center (PRC) has evolved 
in North Florida to serve the needs of this community 
and those around the world seeking triumph over 
the deficiencies of modern medicine. Through a 
trusted team of board-certified professionals, the 
clinic is changing the way patients experience 
healing, restoration of their natural abilities and 
engagement in activities limited by injuries, 
arthritic pain and lack of mobility.

As the leader in the field of stem cell research 
and implementation, Dr. Lewis J. Obi and his 
team of specialists have performed thousands of 
procedures from plastic and reconstructive surgery, 
to orthopedic surgery, pain management, spine, 
internal medicine and other medical specialties.

Through the process of producing millions of 
viable stem cells derived from the patient’s own 
fat, the potential of these live cells is unlocked 

and unleashed – reversing cellular damage and 
stimulating a more rapid healing process through less 
invasive techniques. The simultaneous integration 
of Platelet Rich Plasma (PRP) is derived from each 
patient’s own blood and strategically injected in 
joints and tissues to enhance healing and recovery.

Adult stem cell therapy is becoming recognized 
as a viable alternative to joint replacement and 
surgical intervention for arthritis, sports injuries and 
a host of other diseases. The use of stem cells and 
PRP in place of surgery greatly enhances safety 
and a more rapid recovery, both in regenerative 
medicine as well as plastic surgery.

To learn more about the level to which PRC 
goes to provide facts, figures and research, visit 
www.stemcellsurgeryflorida.com.

Research your options, call us for a complete 
comprehensive complimentary consult before 
proceeding with any other providers.

Methodologies implemented 
successfully through careful 
research and stringent review

A New Regenerative and Plastic Surgery  
Center is announced for Northeast Florida

The Pangenics Regenerative Center – experience the difference, avoid impostersGroundbreaking in Spring of 2022

INNOVATION through safety, PRIVACY throughout the entire process and RESULTS that deliver.
3599 University Blvd South, Suite 604  |  904.399.0905  |  www.obiplasticsurgery.com  |  www.stemcellsurgeryflorida.com

Healing  
made possible 

through the 
restorative 

power of 
YOUR OWN 

STEM CELLS

One of the Most Advanced Private 
Stem Cell Centers in the Nation

“There is no doubt in my mind that regenerative stem cell-based 
therapies will become the next frontier of medicine.”

— Dr. Lewis J. Obi

Dr. Lewis J. Obi has more than 30 years of experience with the use of adult 
fat for his plastic surgery patients. He has insured safety and efficacy by 
establishing the first state and federally licensed plastics ambulatory surgery 
center in the state of Florida more than 30 years ago.

In addition to his AHCA state license, Dr. Obi successfully acquired AAAHC 
federal licensure last year. In addition to his full surgery center licensure, 
he finalized his third home based IRB (Institutional Review Board) study in 
November of 2019. Obi’s privately funded stem cell practice is the only one 
in U.S. that is insured by a major professional liability company.

of medicine. Procedures will be augmented by the 
integration of advanced regenerative therapies within 
most specialties of health care.

The Dream Center is the brainchild of Dr. Lewis J. 
Obi, who has been breaking the mold in plastic surgery 
for decades not only with new innovative techniques 
but by recruiting the power of the patient’s own 
regenerative cells. 
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INNOVATION through safety, PRIVACY throughout the entire process and RESULTS that deliver.
3599 University Blvd South, Suite 604  |  904.399.0905  |  www.obiplasticsurgery.com  |  www.stemcellsurgeryflorida.com

Healing  
made possible 

through the 
restorative 

power of 
YOUR OWN 

STEM CELLS

One of the Most Advanced Private 
Stem Cell Centers in the Nation

“There is no doubt in my mind that regenerative stem cell-based 
therapies will become the next frontier of medicine.”

— Dr. Lewis J. Obi

Dr. Lewis J. Obi has more than 30 years of experience with the use of adult 
fat for his plastic surgery patients. He has insured safety and efficacy by 
establishing the first state and federally licensed plastics ambulatory surgery 
center in the state of Florida more than 30 years ago.

In addition to his AHCA state license, Dr. Obi successfully acquired AAAHC 
federal licensure last year. In addition to his full surgery center licensure, 
he finalized his third home based IRB (Institutional Review Board) study in 
November of 2019. Obi’s privately funded stem cell practice is the only one 
in U.S. that is insured by a major professional liability company.

of medicine. Procedures will be augmented by the 
integration of advanced regenerative therapies within 
most specialties of health care.

The Dream Center is the brainchild of Dr. Lewis J. 
Obi, who has been breaking the mold in plastic surgery 
for decades not only with new innovative techniques 
but by recruiting the power of the patient’s own 
regenerative cells. 



5 Star Veterans Center
40 Acme St., 32211 | (904) 723-5950 | 5starveteranscenter.org

CEO: Col. Len Loving
Mission & Vision: The 5 Star Veterans Center works to ensure a positive impact in 
North Florida by offering safe/secure housing to displaced veterans to alleviate 
veteran homelessness.
 
Ability Housing Of Northeast Florida, Inc.
3740 Beach Blvd., Ste 304, 32207 | (904) 359-9650 | abilityhousing.org

Executive Director: Shannon Nazworth
Mission & Vision: Ability Housing seeks to build strong communities where everyone 
has a home. Ability Housing’s vision is a society where housing is a right, not a privilege, 
and all individuals have safe, affordable housing in vibrant communities. 
 
Aging True
4250 Lakeside Dr., Ste. 116, 32210 | (904) 807-1203 | agingtrue.org

CEO: Teresa K. Barton
Mission & Vision: Aging True has been helping seniors maintain their 
independence and age gracefully by designing and administering programs in 
Northeast Florida for the past 54 years. Aging True seeks to provide essential and 
innovative services and care for individuals, families and communities throughout 
Northeast Florida to prepare for and support graceful aging. 
 
Alfred I Dupont Testamentary Trust
510 Alfred duPont Pl., 32202 | (904) 394-9800 | alfrediduponttrust.org

Chief Operating Officer: Kara P. Riley
Mission & Vision: The Trustees and staff of the Alfred I. duPont Testamentary 
Trust act as loyal stewards of Alfred I. duPont’s legacy through prudent financial 
management and faithfulness to his mission and by advancing his mission 
appropriately through the Trust’s charitable beneficiary, The Nemours Foundation.
  
The Alliance Française De Jacksonville
1628 San Marco Blvd., Ste. 9, 32207 | (904) 469-4964 | afjacksonville.org

President: Florent Pignaud
Mission & Vision: AFJax’s mission is to encourage and develop knowledge of the 
French language and French and Francophone cultures and to foster cultural, 
intellectual and artistic exchanges between the United States, France and French-
speaking countries.
 
All I Know, Inc.
5501 Wesconnett Blvd., #7534, 32244 | (904) 305-4124 | alliknowjax.com

Founder/CEO: Claresa Baggs
Mission & Vision: The mission of All I Know INC. is to equip limited resource 
families and youth who are at risk for not meeting basic human needs with the tools 
and skills they need to lead positive, productive, and contributing lives. 
 
Allison Brundick Haramis Foundation – Angels For Allison
4155 Oxford Ave., 32210 | (904) 312-9490 | angelsforallison.org

Executive Director: Liz Nottingham
Mission & Vision: Angels for Allison is an opportunity to join together in God’s 
name to help with the financial needs and ongoing support of families who are 
suffering with the loss of a child.

Als Association Florida Chapter
Regional Headquarters:  
3242 Parkside Center Cir., Tampa, FL 33619-0907 | (888) 257-1717 | alsafl.org

President/CEO: Philip Flynn III
Mission & Vision: The ALS Association is leading the fight to treat and cure ALS 
through global research and nationwide advocacy while also empowering people 
with Lou Gehrig’s disease and their families to live fuller lives by providing them 
with compassionate care and support.
 
Alzheimer’s Association
4237 Salisbury Rd., Ste. 406, 32216 | (904) 281-9077 | alz.org

Executive Director: Jessica Marshall
Mission & Vision: The Alzheimer’s Association is working to eliminate Alzheimer’s 
disease through the advancement of research; to provide and enhance care and 
support for all affected, and to reduce the risk of dementia through the promotion of 
brain health.
 
American Cancer Society
1430 Prudential Dr., 32207 | (904) 398-0537 | cancer.org

Executive Director, Community Development: Mel Toran
Mission & Vision: The American Cancer Society’s mission is to save lives, celebrate 
lives and lead the fight for a world without cancer. 
 
American Civility Association
4466-1A Hendricks Ave., Ste. 250, 32207 | (904) 612-5031 | americancivility.org

President: Amy Barnett
Mission & Vision: The American Civility Association works to reverse the rising 
tide of anger, rude behaviors and bullying by educating individuals and families 
about the dangers of incivility and to equip them with heart tools to live safer and 
happier lives.
 
American Diabetes Association
1650-302 Margaret St., PMB 356, 32204 | (904) 730-7200 | diabetes.org

CEO: Tracey D. Brown, MBA, BChE
Mission & Vision: The American Diabetes Association works to prevent and cure 
diabetes and to improve the lives of all people affected by diabetes.
 
American Heart Association 
7751 Baymeadows Rd., E., Ste. 106F, 32256 | (904) 903-5215 | heart.org

Executive Director First Coast: Amber Wilson
Mission & Vision: To be a relentless force for a world of longer, healthier lives. 
Heart disease is the No. 1 killer worldwide, and stroke ranks second globally. Even 
when those conditions don’t result in death, they cause disability and diminish quality 
of life. We are working to see a world free of cardiovascular diseases and stroke.
 
American Lung Association Of The Southeast
6852 Belfort Oaks Pl., 32216 | (904) 743-2933 | lungfla.org

President/CEO: Martha Bogdan
Mission & Vision: The American Lung Association helps save lives by improving 
lung health and preventing lung disease.
  
American Red Cross Of North Florida 
751 Riverside Ave., 32204 | (904) 358-8091 | redcross.org/NorthFlorida

CEO: Gerald Thomas
Mission & Vision: The American Red Cross works to prevent and alleviate human 
suffering in the face of emergencies by mobilizing the power of volunteers and the 
generosity of donors.
 
Amputee Fitness Council, Inc.
P.O. Box 40807, 32203 | (904) 258-6862 | amputeefitnesscouncil.org

Co-founders: Charlene Hixon, Jennifer Simms
Mission & Vision: The Amputee Fitness Council’s mission is to provide accessible 
and adaptive fitness and recreational opportunities to those who are living with 
life-changing limb loss. 
 

Private Foundations vs. Public Charities
Black – Private foundations: Created to distribute money to public charities 
or individuals, primarily through the making of grants to other nonprofit 
organizations. A private foundation does not solicit funds from the public.

Magenta – Public charities: Direct services with broad public purposes, 
including educational, religious, scientific, and the literary activities, among 
others, as well as the relief of poverty and other public benefit actions. 
Public charities can accept donations from the general public while serving 
the public good.
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Angelwood 
P.O. Box 24925, 32241 | (904) 288-7259 | angelwoodjax.org

Executive Director: Diane Tuttle
Mission & Vision: Angelwood helps improve the quality of life for children and 
adults with developmental disabilities and their families.
 
Aquajax
3832-10 Baymeadows Rd., Ste. 183, 32217 | (904) 537-5219 | aquajax.net

Founder/President: George Harrell
Mission & Vision: An advocacy group determined to advance projects for the City of 
Jacksonville that will provide greater prosperity, growth, and revenues to benefit all 
citizens. The first AquaJax project will be to place a world-class aquarium on the 
riverfront in downtown Jacksonville.
 
The Arc Jacksonville
1050 North Davis St., 32209 | (904) 355-0155 | arcjacksonville.org

President/CEO: Jim Whittaker
Mission & Vision: The ARC works to serve people with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities to achieve their full potential and to participate in community life.
 
Arthritis Foundation
14499 N. Dale Mabry Hwy., Ste. 139, Tampa, FL 33618 
(813) 968-7000 | arthritis.org/florida

CEO: Melissa Hughey
Mission & Vision: The Arthritis Foundation helps to conquer everyday battles 
through life-changing information and resources, access to optimal care, 
advancements in science and community connections.
 
The Arthur Vining Davis Foundations
814 N. Highway A1A, Suite 300, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082 | (904) 359-0670 | avdf.org

President: Michael J. Murray
Mission & Vision: The organization serves to strengthen America through 
philanthropic support to religious, charitable, scientific, literary and educational 
activities within the United States and its territories.

Art With A Heart In Healthcare
841 Prudential Dr., 32207 | (904) 306-0390 | artwithaheart.info

Founders: Lori Guadagno, Lisa Landwirth Ullmann 
Executive Director: Christy Ponder
Mission & Vision: Art with a Heart in Healthcare provides personalized fine art 
experiences that enhance the healing process for patients and their families.
 
Atlantic Institute Of Jacksonville
2032 Southside Blvd., 32216 | (904) 379-2915 | atlanticinstitutejax.org

Executive Director: Emma Amos
Mission & Vision: Atlantic Institute seeks to be a leading voice on the First Coast 
that builds mutual understanding and seeks common ground among diverse races, 
cultures, and faiths. 
 
The Bairfind Foundation
8777 San Jose Blvd., Ste. 803, 32217 | (412) 926-7456 | bairfind.org

Founder: Dennis Bair
Mission & Vision: The BairFind Foundation generates leads and tips in the search 
for America’s missing children.
 
Baptist Health Foundation
841 Prudential Dr., Ste. 1300 32207 | (904) 202-2912 | foundation.baptistjax.com

Chief Philanthropy Officer: Cindy Reynolds 
Mission & Vision: The Baptist Health Foundation, Inc. supports the health system’s 
mission through philanthropy and stewardship of gifts that enable Baptist Health 
hospitals and medical facilities  — Baptist Medical Center Jacksonville, Baptist-MD 
Anderson Cancer Center, Baptist Beaches, Baptist Nassau, Baptist South and Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital and Batptist AgeWell Center for Senior Health — to continually 
serve patients and their families and other community health care needs.
 

Barnabas Center, Inc.
1303 Jasmine St., Ste. 101, Fernandina Beach, FL 32034 
(904) 261-7000 | barnabasnassau.org

President & CEO: Wanda Lanier
Mission & Vision: Providing help and hope to individuals and families in need 
throughout Nassau County to improve their stability, health and well-being so that 
every individual has an opportunity to lead a healthy and productive life, thereby 
strengthening our entire community. 

Basca, Inc.
352 Stowe Ave., Orange Park, 32073 | (904) 541-1742 | bascainc.org

CEO: Beth Clark
Mission & Vision: BASCA’s mission is to improve the quality of life for individuals 
with developmental and intellectual disabilities in Northeast Florida.
 
Beaches Habitat For Humanity
797 Mayport Rd., Atlantic Beach, 32233 | (904) 241-1222 | beacheshabitat.org

President/CEO: Guy Cuddihee
Mission & Vision: Beaches Habitat for Humanity is a nonprofit, ecumenical 
Christian housing ministry dedicated to eliminating substandard housing in 
Jacksonville’s Beaches. In addition to building and rehabilitating quality, affordable 
homes for qualified families in need at no profit, the nonprofit guides its partner 
families through home ownership and provides educational opportunities.
 
BEAM (Beaches Emergency Assistance Ministry)
850 6th Ave. S., Ste. 400, 32250 | (904) 241-2326 | jaxbeam.org

Executive Director: Lori Richards
Mission & Vision: BEAM is a community-based organization that aims to provide 
emergency assistance and a path to economic stability for low income residents in 
Jacksonville’s beaches communities. The nonprofit relies heavily on community 
support to assist those in need of food or shelter.
 
Ben's Place Services Inc
4495-304 Roosevelt Blvd.. Ste. 325, 32210 | (904) 303-5996 | bensplacecof.org

Director/CEO/Founder: Anne M. Yarbrough
Mission & Vision: The nonprofit serves individuals with developmental or acquired 
disabilities filling a need for them to have a place to socialize. It provides a great 
environment for individuals to interact and learn life skills, including personal 
communication skills, art, and music appreciation. Supported employment and 
respite care services are available.
 
Best Buddies International
4130 Salisbury Rd., Ste. 2200, 32216 | (904) 296-0510 | bestbuddies.org/florida

Area Director: Erika Hatch
Mission & Vision: Best Buddies works to establish a global volunteer movement that 
creates opportunities for one-to-one friendships, integrated employment and 
leadership development for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities.
 
Betty Griffin  Center
2450 Old Moultrie Rd., Ste. 202, St. Augustine, FL 32086 
(904) 824-1555 | bettygriffincenter.org

Executive Director: Joyce Mahr
Mission & Vision: The Betty Griffin Center offers protection and quality services for 
victims of domestic violence and their minor children and/or victims of sexual assault 
and their families of St. Johns County, through operation of a shelter that offers 
assistance, counseling, and transitional support.
 
Big Brothers Big Sisters Of Northeast Florida
40 East Adams St., Ste. 220, 32202 | (904) 727-9797 | bbbsnefl.org

CEO: Sara Alford
Mission & Vision: The mission of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northeast Florida is to 
create and support one-to-one mentoring relationships that ignite the power and 
promise of youth.
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Blake Bortles Foundation
(904) 474-2251 | blakebortlesfoundation.com  

Founder: Blake Bortles
Mission & Vision: To support children with intellectual and developmental challenges 
in their pursuit of full, independent lives and provide support to first responders, 
with the goal of improving their ability to safely carry out their vital lifesaving work.
 
The Boselli Foundation
P.O. Box 16385, 32245 | (904) 704-6212 | bosellifoundation.com

Executive Director: Jennifer Vihrachoff
Mission & Vision: The Boselli Foundation is a faith-based, non-profit organization 
striving to help children living in at-risk neighborhoods on the Northside of Jacksonville.
 
Bouquets Of Kindness
4240 Marquette Ave., 32210 | (904) 553-0505 | bouquetsofkindness.org

Founder: Lisa Kirkwood
Mission & Vision: Repurposing flowers - engaging seniors. Bringing renewed 
independence to senior citizens through the activity of arranging repurposed flowers.
 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Northeast Florida
555 West 25th St., 32206 | (904) 396-4435 | bgcnf.org

President/CEO: Paul Martinez
Mission & Vision: To inspire and enable all young people, especially those who need us 
most to realize their full potential as productive, responsible and caring individuals.
 
Boy Scouts Of America, North Florida Council 
521 S. Edgewood Ave., 32205 | (904) 388-0591 | nfcscouting.org

Scout Executive/CEO: Jack Sears
Mission & Vision: The Boy Scouts of America helps to prepare young people to 
make ethical and moral choices in their lifetimes by instilling in them the values of 
the Scouts’ Oath and Law.
 

Bright Minds Youth Development
P.O. Box 441963, 32222 | (904) 644-8594 | brightmindsyouth.org

Board Chair: David Bright
Mission & Vision: Bright Minds Youth Development cultivates young minds for 
excellence and success by providing opportunities, skills, experience, exposure and 
positive challenges for children, teens and young adults to improve their quality of life.
 
Caf & Cnl Charity Golf Tournament
136 Sawmill Lakes Blvd., 32082 | (904) 545-2771 | cafcnl.org

Founder: Jim Houston
Mission & Vision: To raise funds for Challenged Athletes Foundation and
Camp No Limits, which provide opportunities and support to people with
physical disabilities.
 
Camp I Am Special
235 Marywood Dr., St. Johns, FL 32259 | (904) 230-7447 | campiamspecial.com

Ministry Director: Rebecca Aleman
Mission & Vision: Camp I Am Special, a program of Catholic Charities, helps to 
reflect the compassion and love of God in Christ, by providing persons with 
disabilities the opportunities to know, love and serve God based on the value and 
dignity of human life.
 
Campus Crusade For Christ - Inner City Ministry
4940 Emerson St., Ste. 104, 32207 | (904) 448-0737, ext. 10 | cru.org

President: Susan Hill
Mission & Vision: Campus Crusade for Christ, Jacksonville, serves and mobilizes 
the church to live out God’s heart for the poor by training and resourcing volunteers 
in partner ministries.
 
Canine Companions For Independence (CCI) 
Southeast Regional Office: 8150 Clarcona Ocoee Rd., Orlando, FL 32818  
(407) 522-3300 | cci.org

First Coast Chapter President: CJ Smith
Mission & Vision: To enhance the lives of people with disabilities by providing 
highly trained assistance dogs and ongoing support to ensure quality partnerships. 

S U C C E S S  S T O R Y

Divine Society launches to 
help transform lives

C A T H O L I C  C H A R I T I E S  J A C K S O N V I L L E

Sheila Gibson came to Catholic Charities Jacksonville struggling to find 
employment while carrying a previous felony on her record. She leaned on the 
organization for emergency financial assistance, visited its food pantry to help 
make ends meet, and enrolled in the Workforce Development program to find 
steady employment as a chef. 

The team at Catholic Charities Jacksonville has helped many like Sheila 
transform their lives for more than 75 years. But the ongoing impacts of the 
COVID-19 pandemic forced the organization to act quickly and creatively to 
not only meet an increase in community demand but also to raise funds for its 
critical programs without its in-person fundraisers. 

Generous supporters like Greg and Karen Montana, Lisa Obringer, and others 
worked with Nicola Barnack, director of Development at Catholic Charities 
Jacksonville, to develop and launch a new exclusive philanthropic group called 
the Divine Society – a name that was born from the roots of the nonprofit’s 
beloved Festival d’Vine. In fact, all three founding members of Festival d’Vine 
have commemorated the launch of the Divine Society by becoming founding 
members of this group as well. 

The goal of the Divine Society is to raise $315,000 by June 30, 2021, which 
would replace the funds typically raised by both Festival d’Vine and the Black & 
White Ball to support Catholic Charities Jacksonville’s social services programs. 

Membership includes exclusive giving opportunities, donor recognition 
benefits, and more.  Additionally, those who join before June 30, 2021, will 
be considered a Founding Member in perpetuity. Visit CCBJax.org/Divine-
Society for more information.

Lisa Obringer, founding member of Festival d’Vine and the Divine Society, 
speaks with Catholic Charities Jacksonville client Sheila Gibson outside of 
the nonprofit’s food pantry at St. Pius V Catholic Church.
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Carl S. Swisher Foundation, Inc.
3030 Hartley Rd., #250, 32257 | (904) 399-8000

President: Kenneth G. Anderson
Mission & Vision: An independent foundation to support higher education and 
give grants to youth agencies, health associations, and social services.
 
The Carpenter’s Shop Center
1601 University Blvd. N., 32211 | (904) 226-2056 | thecarpentershopcenter.org

Founder/Executive Director:  Cheryl Doro Wilder
Mission & Vision: The Carpenter’s Shop Center is a faith- and community-based 
organization that improves the health of families by connecting them to resources, 
providing programs and services that empower and educate families so they can 
lead responsible, productive lives.

Cathedral Arts Project
207 N. Laura St., Ste. 300, 32202 | (904) 281-5599 | capkids.org

President/CEO: Rev. Kimberly Hyatt
Mission & Vision: To enrich the quality of life in Northeast Florida through 
unleashing the creative spirit of young people. By providing access to instruction 
in the visual and performing arts, underserved school-aged children are 
empowered to succeed in all areas of their lives.
 
Catholic Charities Jacksonville
40 East Adams St., Suite 320, 32202 (904) 354-4846 | ccbjax.org

Interim Regional Director: Matt Schmitt
Mission & Vision: Catholic Charities puts faith into action to serve the most 
vulnerable in our community, advocating for justice, human dignity and quality of 
life, while reflecting the compassion of God in Christ.
 
Catholic Foundation Of The Diocese Of St. Augustine
11625 Old St. Augustine Rd., 32258 | (904) 262-3200 | dosafl.com/catholic-foundation

President: Bishop Felipe J. Estévez
Mission & Vision: To expand the opportunities for Christ’s work in the 
Diocese-its parishes and schools, its ministries and clergy by encouraging 
stewardship, philanthropy and the growth of perpetual endowment.
 
Cecil Field Pow/Mia Memorial
6112 POW-MIA Memorial Pkwy., 32221 | (904) 303-8907 | powmiamemorial.org

Executive Director: Michael Cassata
Mission & Vision: The memorial will honor all former prisoners of war, 
remember and never forget those quiet, missing-in-action heroes and the families 
that wait for their return.
 
Challenge Enterprises Of North Florida, Inc.
3530 Enterprise Way, Green Cove Springs, 32043 
(904) 284-9859 | challengeenterprises.org

Chief Executive Officer: Nancy C. Keating
Mission & Vision: The nonprofit seeks to promote the power of people and 
possibilities for individuals living with disabilities, so they become enterprising 
members of their community.

Champion Women
3116 St. Johns Ave., 32205 | (904) 384-8484 | championwomen.org

Founder/CEO: Nancy Hogshead-Makar
Mission & Vision: Champion Women is an advocacy organization for girls and 
women in sports and uses sports to improve the lives of girls and women. 
 
Child Cancer Fund
4720 Salisbury Rd., 32256 | (904) 396-4223 | childcancerfund.org

Executive Director: Carla Montgomery
Mission & Vision: Caring support for families fighting childhood cancer.
 

Those who built River Garden understood  

how vital it was to establish a safe haven  

for older adults. Now in its 75th year, River 

Garden’s mission has never been more relevant. 

River Garden remains a renowned community asset 

because of individuals, families, businesses and 

foundations whose investments affirm the value of 

quality care for older adults. 

A gift to River Garden ensures exceptional, safe and 

loving care for today’s seniors. With your help, we 

will remain flexible and focused to continue meeting 

the evolving needs of our growing senior population.

Y POS IT IVELY ours

Make Your Gift Today Toward 
An Exceptional Tomorrow

Visi t  RiverGarden.org /donate or call (904 ) 886.8432
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Child Guidance Center
5776 St. Augustine Rd., 32207 | (904) 448-4700 | childguidancecenter.org

President/CEO: Theresa Rulien, Ph.D.
Mission & Vision: To improve the lives of children by offering comprehensive 
behavioral health services. To engage in research/training programs to support improved 
treatment outcomes, while deepening collaborative partnerships to contribute to a 
thriving community.  To invest  in our community by providing counseling and support 
services to assist children/families in reaching their fullest potential.
 
The Children’s Home Society Of Florida 
Buckner Division: 3027 San Diego Rd., 32207 | (904) 493-7744 | chsfl.org

Executive Director: Kymberly Cook
Mission & Vision: The Children’s Home Society embraces children and inspires lives 
by helping to break generational cycles of child abuse and protect children from harm.
 
Children’s Miracle Network Jacksonville
580 W. 8th St. Tower 1, 3rd Floor, 32209 | (904) 244-9354 | cmnjax.com

Executive Director: Emily Williamson
Mission & Vision: To improve the health and welfare of all children by raising funds 
and awareness for the pediatric programs of UF Health Jacksonville and Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital.
 
Children’s Safe Passage
(904) 400-0726 | csapc.org

Executive Director: Mike Williams
Mission & Vision: To actively seek out solutions to prevent violence and sexual 
exploitation against children in the Northeast Florida community.

Christian Healing Ministries
438 W. 67th St., 32208 | (904) 765-3332- ext. 201 | christianhealingmin.org

Director of Ministry/President: Judith MacNutt
Mission & Vision: Jacksonville’s largest non-profit organization dedicated to the 
practice and teaching of healing prayer strives to make Christian healing prayer a way 
of life in families, churches, and medical professions, and to be a visible presence of 
Jesus’ desire to heal in the world today.
 

Christ’s Starfish Foundation
11750 Coastal Ln., 32258 | (904) 612-8522 | christstarfish.org

President: Carldon Lahey
Mission & Vision:  To share the love of Jesus Christ by providing assistance to 
children’s hospitals through child life specialists and by assisting families of non-cancer 
patients who are experiencing financial hardships due to medical expenses.
 
CISV International - Jacksonville Chapter
1650-302 Margaret St., PMB 279, 32204 | (904) 616-1390 | cisvjax.org

President: Lisa Taylor
Mission & Vision: CISV International helps participants develop skills to become 
informed, responsible and active global citizens to make a difference in our 
community and the world.
 
City Rescue Mission
426 S. McDuff Ave., 32254 | (904) 387-9377 | crmjax.org

Executive Director: Paul Stasi
Mission & Vision: The City Rescue Mission exists to transform the lives of the 
homeless and needy, serving them through the love and compassion of Jesus Christ.
 
City Year Jacksonville
6 E. Bay St., Fl 2, 32202 | (904) 423-2100 | cityyear.org/jacksonville

Executive Director: Dan Foley
Mission & Vision: To decrease the rate of high school dropouts, City Year helps 
close the gap between what students need to succeed and what schools are 
designed to provide.

Civic Orchestra Of Jacksonville
3305 Riverside Ave., 32205 | civicorchestrajax.org

President: Nadine Terk
Mission & Vision: To cultivate classical music connoisseurship through 
education, performance, and collaborative programming to engage, enrich, and 
strengthen our community.
 

S U C C E S S  S T O R Y

Staying open and providing 
affordable patient housing 

through the pandemic

G A B R I E L  H O U S E

Carlos, his wife, Marlene and his son, 
Carlos Jr. are from El Salvador and came 
to the Gabriel House in October 2019 
for his wife’s liver transplant, which she 
received in February 2020. Right when 
she was given the all clear to return home 
in May, El Salvador had announced that 
they would be closing their borders and 
finally returned home in September.

Their family has seen our community 
of healing before and after the pandemic 
and are a true testament to what Gabriel 
House is - which is more than a place of 
lodging - it is a haven. We have continued 
to keep our doors open for our trans-

plant and cancer patients throughout 
this pandemic despite the numerous 
restrictions we have had to put in place. 

Carlos and his family can often be 
seen stretching and practicing Tai Chi, 
one of many of our integrative therapy 
programs, alongside another guest and 
Tai Chi enthusiast, Phillip.

Phillip is caregiver to his mother, Lynn 
and has been taking care of her for 5 
years since he was 20 years old. Putting 
his passion of being an MMA fighter on 
hold, Phillip accompanied his mom to 
the Gabriel House because Lynn was 
receiving a kidney transplant. 

“I have more than one kidney and I 
would have been happy to do it,” Phillip 
said. “Once they found a match though 
I was relieved because I also wanted 
to be her caregiver.” In terms of tak-
ing care of his mom, Phillip feels like 
Gabriel House has taken a big weight 
off of his shoulders.

Carlos Jr. who also helped take care 
of his mom said, “Gabriel House has 
been amazing, I have been able to spend 
more one-on-one time with my parents 
that I might not have been able to 
someplace else. We feel taken care of.” Phillip and his mother Lynn

Carlos Jr., Marlene and Carlos Sr.
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Clara White Mission
613 W. Ashley St., 32202 | (904) 354-4162 | clarawhitemission.org

President/CEO: Ju’Coby Pittman
Mission & Vision: The Clara White Mission works in partnership with the 
community to prevent and reduce homelessness through advocacy, housing, job 
training, and employment.
 
Clay Behavioral Health Center
3292 County Rd. 220, Middleburg, FL 32068 | (904) 291-5561 | ccbhc.org

CEO: Irene M. Toto, LMHC
Mission & Vision: To be a resource that provides mental health and substance 
abuse counseling and treatment to adults, teens, children and families in Clay County.
 
Communities In Schools – Jacksonville
6261 Dupont Station Ct., 32217 | (904) 344-3900 | cisjax.org

Interim CEO: Leon Baxton
Mission & Vision: Communities In Schools works to surround students with a 
community of support, empowering them to stay in school and achieve in life.
 
The Community Foundation For Northeast Florida
245 Riverside Ave., Ste. 310, 32202 | (904) 356-4483 | jaxcf.org

President: Martha Baker
Mission & Vision: The Community Foundation for Northeast Florida stimulates 
philanthropy to build a better community through civic leadership, philanthropic 
leadership and by providing products and services to help donors fulfill their 
philanthropic goals.
 
Community Health Outreach
5126 Timuquana Rd., 32210 | (904) 573-1333 | chojax.org

Executive Director: Lenora Gregory
Mission & Vision: Community Health Outreach works to clothe the needy, feed the 
hungry and heal the sick in the name of God.
 
Community Hospice & Palliative Care
4266 Sunbeam Rd., 32257 | (904) 268-5200 | communityhospice.com

President/CEO: Susan Ponder-Stansel
Mission & Vision: Community Hospice works to improve the quality of life for patients 
and families, and to be the compassionate guide for end-of-life care in our community.
 
Community Rehabilitation Center
623 Beechwood St., 32206 | (904) 358-1211 | communityrehabcenter.org

CEO: Reginald Gaffney
Mission & Vision: The Community Rehabilitation Center envisions a future where 
everyone experiences a holistically better quality of life and has access to effective 
treatment and support essential for living, working, learning and fully participating in 
the community. CRC promotes the mental, physical, and emotional well-being of 
individuals and families in Northeast Florida by providing easily accessible, culturally 
competent, quality competent, and quality-based clinical services. 
 
Compassionate Hearts For Kids
731 Duval Station Rd., Ste. 107-126, 32218 | compassionateheartsforkids.org

Founders: Christina and Richard Wood
Mission & Vision: We desire to show compassion to all children experiencing 
difficulties by demonstrating love through action: the Caden Project provides 
Build-A-Bears© to children in hospitals, and Caleb’s Helping Hands finds special 
solutions for special needs children who need help participating in life’s activities.
 
Council On Aging St. Johns County
180 Marine St., St. Augustine, FL 32084 | (904) 209-3700 | coasjc.com

Executive Director: Becky Yanni
Mission & Vision: The Council On Aging St. Johns County provides leadership and 
advocacy for the dignity, independence, health and community involvement of older 
St. Johns County residents.
 

Council On Aging Nassau County
1367 S. 18th St., Fernandina Beach, FL 32034 | (904) 261-0701 | nassaucountycoa.org

Executive Director: Janice Ancrum
Mission & Vision: The Council On Aging of Nassau County works to improve the 
lives of older adults with a special focus on those who are vulnerable and 
disadvantaged through their Senior Life Centers as well as compassionate care 
designed to improve the health, independence and economic security of area seniors 
and their families.
 
Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation  
Of America/Jacksonville Chapter
P.O. Box 124, Ponte Vedra Beach, 32004 | (904) 553-9743 | cctakesteps.org 

Take Steps Walk Manager: Ginger Lilley Peace
Mission & Vision: To cure Crohn’s disease and ulcerative colitis, and to improve the 
quality of life of children and adults affected by these diseases.
 
CSI Gives Back
9995 Gate Pkwy. N, Suite 315, 32246 | (904) 862-2949 | csigivesback.org

Director: Becky Lowry, CMP
Mission & Vision: CSI Gives Back identifies and supports local organizations that 
directly impact those in true need by providing acts of kindness and bringing smiles 
to the community.

Cultural Center At Ponte Vedra Beach
50 Executive Way, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082 | (904) 280-0614 | ccpvb.org

Executive Director: Donna Guzzo
Mission & Vision: The Cultural Center at Ponte Vedra Beach works to bring the arts 
into the life of our communities through arts education, art appreciation and 
community outreach.
 
Cultural Council Of Greater Jacksonville
300 Water St., Ste. 201, 32202 | (904) 358-3600 | culturalcouncil.org

Interim Executive Director: Diana Donovan
Mission & Vision: The Cultural Council of Greater Jacksonville champions the 
appreciation, relevance, and expression of art and culture.
 
The Cummer Museum Of Art & Gardens
829 Riverside Ave., 32204 | (904) 356-6857 | cummermuseum.org

Director and CEO: Adam Levine
Mission & Vision: The Cummer Museum works to engage and inspire through the 
arts, gardens, and education.
 
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation - Florida Chapter
12627 San Jose Blvd., Ste. 504B, 32223 | (904) 733-3560 | cff.org

Executive Director: Paul Gloersen 
Mission & Vision: The Cystic Fibrosis Foundation is dedicated to improving the 
daily lives of people with Cystic Fibrosis and to finding a cure for all people with CF.
 
Daniel
4203 Southpoint Blvd., 32216 | (904) 296-1055 | danielkids.org

President/CEO: Lesley Wells
Mission & Vision: Improve the lives of children and families
 
Dare – Dachshund Adoption, Rescue & Education
4495-304 Roosevelt Blvd., PMB 179, 32210 | daretorescue.com

President: Alicia Duval
Mission & Vision: DARE views its mission as increasing public awareness through 
education against animal cruelty, related issues and overpopulation while rescuing 
and re-homing displaced and unwanted dachshunds and dachshund mixes.
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David Garrard Foundation
245 Riverside Ave., Suite 250, 32202 | (904) 376-7029 | davidgarrardfoundation.org

Director: Heather Surface
Mission & Vision: Founded in 2009, the David Garrard Foundation supports programs 
that enhance the awareness, education and research of breast cancer and Crohn’s 
disease. The foundation also aims to support healthy lifestyle choices for youth.
 
Delores Barr Weaver Policy Center – See The Girl 
40 E. Adams St., Ste. 130, 32202 | (904) 598-0901 | seethegirl.org

President/CEO: Lawanda Ravoira, D.P.A.
Mission & Vision: The Delores Barr Weaver Policy Center is a local nonprofit 
organization that works to engage communities, organizations and individuals 
through quality research, community organizing, advocacy, training and model 
programming to advance the rights of girls and young women, especially those in the 
justice and child protection systems.
 
Depaul School Of Northeast Florida
3044 San Pablo Rd. South, 32224 | (904) 223-3391 | depaulschool.com

Head of School: Dr. Amber Oliveira
Mission & Vision: The DePaul School of Northeast Florida is committed to 
understanding and educating students with specific learning differences such as 
visual and auditory processing disorders, memory or attention deficits and dyslexia.
 
DLC Nurse & Learn
4101-1 College St., 32205 | (904) 387-0370 | dlcnl.org

Executive Director: Amy Buggle
Mission & Vision: DLC Nurse & Learn’s mission is to provide year-round, high-
quality education, nursing care, and therapies to children of all abilities so that 
children and families can reach their maximum potential.
 
The Donna Foundation
11762 Marco Beach Dr. Ste. 6, 32224 | (904) 551-0732 | thedonnafoundation.org

Founder: Donna Deegan
Executive Director: Amanda Napolitano
Mission & Vision: To provide financial assistance and support to those living with 
breast cancer and to fund ground-breaking breast cancer research. 
 

The Donovin Darius Foundation
13245 Atlantic Blvd., #4-156, 32225 | (904) 290-3320 | donovindariusfoundation.com

Founder: Donovin Darius
Mission & Vision: To educate, equip and empower individuals in identifying their 
purpose and to maximize their potential, serving the hearts, souls and minds of 
families in Northeast Florida.
 
Don’t Miss A Beat
PO Box 6697, 32226 | (904) 385-4001 | dontmissabeat.org

Director of Programs: Esther Poitier
Mission & Vision: The mission of Don’t Miss a Beat is to blend music, art, academic 
achievement, and civic engagement to inspire and enlighten children and teens in the 
Riverside and Brooklyn communities.
 
Douglas Anderson School For The Arts Foundation
2445 San Diego Rd., 32207 | (904) 208-0962

Executive Director: Jacqueline Cornelius
Mission & Vision: The Foundation strives to further the arts program at Douglas 
Anderson School for the Arts and the talents of the students who attend the school.
 
Downtown Ecumenical Services Council
215 N. Ocean St., 32202 | (904) 358-7955 | descjax.org

Executive Director: David Clark
Mission & Vision: The Downtown Ecumenical Services Council provides emergency 
assistance to people in need through food distribution, clothing assistance and 
financial assistance.
 
Down Syndrome Association Of Jacksonville
630 May St., 32204 | (904) 353-6300 | dsaj.org

Executive Director: Debbie Revels
Mission & Vision: To help people with Down Syndrome achieve their full potential 
and to create a community that is educated, supportive, and inclusive of individuals 
with Down Syndrome.
 

Uniting young singers  
during tough times

J A C K S O N V I L L E  C H I L D R E N ’ S  C H O R U S

For eight years, the Jacksonville Children’s Chorus has been a huge part of my life. I 
have made so many lifelong friends and it all started in the first grade when I went to 
the audition. I wasn’t nervous at all, and I sang my favorite song at the time, “You’ve 
got a friend in me.” A few weeks later, I was in JCC making new friends and singing 
and preparing for our first concert. JCC helped me come out of my comfort zone of 
being this shy girl to being the first to talk to anyone who walks in the room. I am 
now a freshman and in the Touring Choir, and I love it. It feels great to work with 
the older members, singing more complex music and doing amazing choreography.

As much as I loved being around others and singing beautiful music, all of this came 
to a halt when the Coronavirus came to be. We had to stop meeting in-person, and 
it was very difficult to stay happy during quarantine. Thankfully, the Chorus found a 
way for us to continue to rehearse together by doing Zoom calls. It was definitely not 
what we thought rehearsing would look like, but it was something special to see all 
of my friends together and still enjoying the music, even though we were miles away.

I’m so grateful that we can continue to bring people music, even during a 
global pandemic. Music is something that unites people and being a part of that 
is something I would not trade.

S U C C E S S  S T O R Y

Zianna performing at JCC’s 11th annual 
“Lift Ev’ry Voice & Sing” Concert, 2020

Do you know a child who loves to sing?
Now Auditioning Grades 2-12

visit us online at jaxchildrenschorus.org/audition/
or call (904) 353-1636, ext. 1 for more information
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Dreams Come True Of Jacksonville
6803 Southpoint Pkwy., 32216 | (904) 296-3030 | dreamscometrue.org

Executive Director: Sheri Criswell
Mission & Vision: Using the power of a dream to bring hope and joy to every 
First Coast child battling a life-threatening illness.
 
Ducks Unlimited
National Headquarters - One Waterfowl Way, Memphis, Tennessee 38120 
1-800-45DUCKS or (901) 758-3825  |  ducks.org/florida

Regional Director (South Georgia/North Florida): Jarrett Lafferty
Mission & Vision: Ducks Unlimited is the world’s leader in wetlands and 
waterfowl conservation.
 
Duval Audubon Society
P.O. Box 16304, 32245 | (904) 707-1881 | duvalaudubon.org

President: Carol Bailey-White
Mission & Vision: Duval Audubon Society is dedicated to the enjoyment of birds 
and other wildlife, with a primary focus on the preservation of a diversity of 
species and habitats through education, conservation, environmental leadership, 
and community involvement.
 
Early Learning Coalition Of Duval
6500 Bowden Rd., Ste. 290, 32216 | (904) 208-2044 | elcduval.org

President/CEO: Denise Marzullo 
Mission & Vision: The Early Learning Coalition helps lead and support the 
early learning community in building the best foundation for children from 
birth to age five.
 
ElderSource
10688 Old St. Augustine Rd., 32257 | (904) 391-6600 | myeldersource.org

Executive Director: Linda Levin
Mission & Vision: ElderSource empowers people to live and age with 
independence and dignity in their homes and community.
 
Empowerment Resources
3832-010 Baymeadows Rd., Ste. 348, 32217 
(904) 268-8287 | empowermentresourcesinc.org

Executive Director: Elexia Coleman-Moss
Mission & Vision: Empowerment Resources works to make children and 
families stronger and empower them to be successful leaders in the community 
today, for a better tomorrow.
 
EPIC Outreach
P.O. Box 77479, Jacksonville, FL 32226 | (904) 274-1177 | epicoutreach.org

Compassion Creator: Jessie Miller
Mission & Vision: EPIC Outreach exists to inspire compassion by sharing 
information through humane education, networking, and outreach to create a 
kinder world for people, animals, and the environment.
 
Epilepsy Foundation Of Florida – Jacksonville
5209 San Jose Blvd., Ste. 101, 32207 | (904) 731-3752 | efof.org

CEO: Karen Egozi
Mission & Vision: The Epilepsy Foundation of Florida leads the fight to stop 
seizures, find a cure and overcome challenges created by epilepsy.
 
Episcopal Children’s Services
8443 Baymeadows Rd., Ste. 1, 32256 | (904) 726-1500 | ecs4kids.org

CEO: Connie Stophel
Mission & Vision: Episcopal Children’s Services strives to be a recognized leader 
in early childhood education that uses research and best practices to help families 
ensure their children enter school ready to learn.
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J U L I O C E S A R M E N D E Z
R E A L T O R ®  &  A R C H I T E C T

“My experience in 
Real Estate & as an 

Architect is an asset 
when buying or 

selling your home.”
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Exchange Club Of Jacksonville
president@jaxexchangeclub.com | jaxexchangeclub.com

Board President: Shawn DeVries
Mission & Vision: Through camaraderie and a shared spirit of service, Exchange 
Club is a group of men and women who come together, working to make Jacksonville 
a better place to live through four pillars of service: Americanism, child abuse 
prevention, community service and youth programs.  

Exchange Club Family Center
3119 Spring Glen Rd., Ste. 111, 32207 
(904) 306-9318 | exchangeclubfamilycenter.com

Executive Director: Barbara Alexander
Mission & Vision: For 25 years, the Exchange Club Family Center of Northeast 
Florida has offered free, in-home parent aide services to at-risk families across 
Jacksonville’s First Coast to deter child abuse and strengthen families
 
Family Nurturing Center Of Jacksonville
2759 Bartley Cir., 32207 | (904) 389-4244 | fncflorida.org

Director: Elaine Jacobs
Mission & Vision: The Family Nurturing Center is dedicated to the needs of 
children and families in crisis throughout Florida.
 
Family Promise Of Jacksonville
225 E. Duval St., 32202 | (904) 354-1818 | familypromisejax.org

Executive Director: Mark Landschoot
Mission & Vision: Family Promise is an interfaith hospitality network providing 
temporary assistance, hospitality and case management for families with children 
experiencing homelessness.
 
Family Support Services Of North Florida
1300 Riverplace Blvd., Ste. 700, 32207 | (904) 421-5800 | fssjax.org

President/CEO: Robert Miller 
Mission & Vision: The Family Support Services of North Florida, Inc. works to be 
the leader in providing safety, stability, and quality of life for all children by working 
with the community to strengthen the family unit.
 

Feeding Northeast Florida
1116 Edgewood Ave. N., Units D/E, 32254 | (904) 513-1333 | feedingnefl.org

President/CEO: Frank Castillo
Mission & Vision: Feeding Northeast Florida strives to banish hunger from all 17 
counties in Northeast Florida.
 
Firehouse Subs Public Safety Foundation
12735 Gran Bay Pkwy., Ste. 150, 32258 | (904) 606-5148 | firehousesubsfoundation.org

Executive Director: Robin Peters
Mission & Vision: The foundation’s mission is to impact the live-saving capabilities 
and the lives of local heroes and their communities. 
 
First Coast No More Homeless Pets, Inc.
6817 Norwood Ave., 32208 | (904) 425-0005 | fcnmhp.org

Founder: Rick DuCharme
Chief Operating Officer: Rob Levine
Mission & Vision: First Coast No More Homeless Pets seeks to end the killing of 
dogs and cats in shelters in our community, Northeast Florida and the nation.
 
First Coast Rowing Club
645 Cesery Blvd., 32211 | (904) 479-6325 | stantonriverbankrowing.wildapricot.org

Director of Rowing: Paul Mokha
Mission & Vision: The club’s focused mission is to help children establish strong 
character, learn life skills, and develop physically and emotionally through the 
sport of rowing.

The First Tee Of North Florida
475 W. Town Pl., Ste. 115, St. Augustine, 32092 | (904) 810-2231 | thefirstteenorthflorida.org

Executive Director: Jeff Willoughby
Mission & Vision: The First Tee of North Florida works to impact the lives of young 
people by providing educational programs that build character, instill life-enhancing 
values and promote healthy choices through the game of golf.
 

S U C C E S S  S T O R Y

Propelling Student Success  
in Duval County

C I T Y  Y E A R

City Year makes a seven-year promise to Duval County Public School students 
within the Raines-Ribault feeder pattern – that a Student Success Coach 
will be there for students from third through ninth grade, working alongside 
teachers to empower every student’s academic and social-emotional success. 

To fulfill that promise, teams of City Year AmeriCorps members dedicate a 
year of their lives to service to propel student success in our partner schools. 
Many are motivated to serve by their own experience in school. Some Student 
Success Coaches were once City Year students themselves, like Colby. 

Throughout elementary and middle school, Colby faced obstacles reading 
and keeping up with his peers. Things changed when he met his City Year 
AmeriCorps member at Jean Ribault High School, who helped him improve 
his reading scores and his confidence. Colby’s experience with City Year made 
a lasting impression on him.  

A few years after graduating Ribault High, Colby found his way back 
to City Year as a Student Success Coach. He now supports his students’ 
academic and social-emotional growth at Carter G. Woodson Elementary, 

just as City Year served him as a student. Last year, 86% of his students saw 
a year or more of growth on their math assessments. This year his goal is to 
see all his students do so. 

This is the difference that City Year makes - every student is given the extra 
academic and social-emotional support they need to grow up and advocate 
for the next generation. As we return to school this year, the service City Year 
AmeriCorps members provide students is more important than ever.

Student Success Coach, Colby, empowers 
his students to build both academic and 
social-emotional skills in school.
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The Florida Ballet
300 E. State St., Suite E, 32202 | (904) 353-7518 | floridaballet.org

Executive Director: Martha Lemire
Mission & Vision: The mission of The Florida Ballet is to enrich and inspire the 
cultural landscape of our community through the education and art of classical ballet.

Florida Breast Cancer Foundation
11900 Biscayne Blvd., Ste. 288, N. Miami 33181 | (305) 631-2134 | FloridaBreastCancer.org

Interim President and CEO:  Russell Silverman
Mission & Vision: Dedicated to ending breast cancer through advocacy, education 
and research.
 
The Florida Nonprofit Alliance
40 E. Adams St., Ste. 229, 32202 | (407) 694-5213 | flnonprofits.org

Executive Director: Sabeen Perwaiz
Mission & Vision: The Florida Nonprofit Alliance informs, promotes, and strengthens 
the nonprofit sector in order to create more vibrant communities across the state. 

Florida Pancreas Cancer Coalition, Inc.
13007 Chets Creek Dr. N., 32224 | (904) 434-3089 | flpcc.org

President: Anna Murphy 
Mission & Vision: The goal of FLPCC is to invest in local, world class, pancreas 
cancer research, where our neighbors are part of the team and can see the value of 
their contributions and know where they are being spent.
 
Florida State College Foundation
501 W. State St., Ste. 104, 32202 | (904) 633-8100 | fscjfoundation.org

Executive Director: Cleve Warren
Mission & Vision: Florida State College Foundation strives to secure financial 
resources for Florida State College at Jacksonville to provide students in need access 
to an affordable, quality education and to enhance the lives and the economic 
development of Northeast Florida.
 
Florida Theatre
128 E. Forsyth St., 32202 | (904) 355-2787 | floridatheatre.com

President: Numa C. Saisselin
Mission & Vision: Our mission, as a nonprofit organization, is to enhance the North 
Florida community’s quality of life by providing diverse and memorable arts and 
entertainment experiences, and by preserving a unique historic Jacksonville landmark.
  
Focus On Excellence
7035 Philips Hwy., Ste. 36, 32216 | foeinfo.com

Executive Director: Marcus Broadnax
Mission & Vision: Focus on Excellence is a leading college preparatory program in 
Northeast Florida with the goal of delivering its scholars the best possible college or 
university and the best possible financial package. Focus on Excellence offers its 
scholars academic, emotional and social reparation.

Food Allergy Families Of Northeast Florida
fafofnefl@gmail.com | foodallergy.org

President: Lori Cordell
Mission & Vision: Food Allergy Families (FAF) of Northeast Florida is a volunteer-
run support group for families managing food allergies. The organization’s vision is to 
provide support, educate the community and members on food allergies, and 
advocate for policy improvements for the safety of those who are food allergic.
 
Footprints Of Angels
P.O. Box 3565, 32206 | (904) 707-3802 | footprintsofangels.org 

Director/CEO/Founder: Vernetta Stewart
Mission & Vision: Footprints of Angels supports women impacted by recurring 
pregnancy loss and infertility. The organization was established to help women 
through their grief and shame and to help them heal.

Foster Closet 
730 St. Johns Bluff Rd. | (904) 629-2116 | fostercloset.org

Co-Founder and President: Tammy McGuire
Mission & Vision: To provide a free resource to foster parents and relative and 
non-relative placements as well as teens living independently to access clothing, 
children’s accessories, toys, and children’s furniture and more to help take care of the 
foster children entrusted to them. 
 
FreshMinistries/Be The Change International
1131 N. Laura St., 32206 | (904) 355-0000 | freshministries.org

Founder, Chairman & CEO: Rev. Dr. Robert V. Lee III
Mission & Vision: FreshMinistries is an interfaith organization working to eliminate 
extreme poverty by empowering communities and individuals to realize their full potential.
 
Friday Musicale
645 Oak St., 32204 | (904) 355-7584 | fridaymusicale.com

Interim Executive Director: Eric A. Becher, Ph.D. 
Mission & Vision: For 125 years, Friday Musicale has supported the Jacksonville 
community through concerts, educational outreach and scholarships.
 
Friends Of Hemming Park
303 N. Laura St., 32202 | (904) 515-5098 | hemmingpark.org

CEO: Bill Prescott
Mission & Vision: Friends of Hemming Park seeks to transform Jacksonville’s oldest 
public park into a modern, urban space that engages diverse communities and 
restores vitality to our city’s public square.
 
Friends Of Jacksonville Animals
c/o Animal Care and Protective Services, 2020 Forest St., 32204 | friendsofjaxanimals.com

President - Executive Committee: Alicia Strayer
Mission & Vision: Friends of Jacksonville Animals works directly with Jacksonville’s 
Animal Care and Protective Services to benefit the lives of shelter animals by focusing 
on fundraising to assist with medical care, enrich the shelter environment, and 
promote adoptions to reduce euthanasia.
 
Funk-Zitiello Foundation, Inc.
830 A1A N., Ste. 13, #187, Ponte Vedra Beach, 32082  
(904) 373-0737 | championsforhopegolf.com

Director: Judith Zitiello
Mission & Vision: The Funk-Zitiello Foundation seeks to help the community by 
taking the challenges of individuals and turning them into initiatives that can provide 
hope and funding to those dealing with extraordinary obstacles.
 
Gabriel House Of Care
4599 Worrall Way, 32224 | (904) 821-8995 | gabrielhouseofcare.org

Executive Director: Valerie Callahan
Mission & Vision: To provide affordable, temporary lodging in a “community of 
healing” environment for adult organ transplant and cancer patients and their 
caregivers who come to Jacksonville for medical treatment.
 
Garden Club Of Jacksonville
1005 Riverside Ave., 32204 | (904) 355-4224 | gardenclubofjacksonville.org

President: Betsy Powers
Mission & Vision: The Garden Club of Jacksonville is dedicated to education, beautification, 
and conservation citywide with gardening projects at The Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens, 
the Jacksonville Arboretum and Gardens, Tree Hill, and The St. Johns RIVERKEEPER.
 
Gateway Community Services
555 Stockton St., 32204 | (904) 387-4661 | gatewaycommunity.com

President/CEO: Candace Hodgkins, Ph.D., LMHC
Mission & Vision: Gateway Community Services helps deliver effective treatment 
and recovery services based on proven steps to help people suffering from alcoholism, 
drug addiction and related mental health issues.
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The Girls Gone Green
P.O. Box 331745, Atlantic Beach, 32233 | thegirlsgonegreen.com

Executive Director: Julie Watkins
Mission & Vision: To draw attention and proper action to critical issues through outreach 
and education to protect our planet’s resources, animal welfare and human health.
 
Girls Inc. Of Jacksonville 
100 Festival Park Ave., 32202 | (904) 731-9933 | girlsincjax.org

CEO: Robin Rose
Mission & Vision: Girls Incorporated works to inspire all girls to be strong, smart 
and bold by being a leading advocacy organization dedicated to extending girls’ 
voices, issues, and concerns to policy makers, corporations, and the media.
 
Girls On The Run
3986 Blvd. Center Dr., Ste. 102, 32207 |  (904) 619-6763 | gotrnefl.org

Executive Director: Laura Lasko
Mission & Vision: To inspire girls to be joyful, healthy and confident using a fun, 
experience-based curriculum which creatively integrates running. The nonprofit 
envisions a world where every girl knows and activates her limitless potential and is 
free to boldly pursue her dreams.
 
Girl Scouts Of Gateway Council
1000 Shearer Ave., 32205 | (904) 388-4653 | girlscouts-gateway.org

CEO: Mary Anne Jacobs
Mission & Vision: Girl Scouts of Gateway Council helps to build girls of courage, 
confidence, and character, who make the world a better place.
 

Gleaners Dispatch
8207 103rd St., 32210 | (904) 777-6344 | gleanersdispatch.org

Founder/Board Chair: H. David Fountain
President: Frank Brashears
Mission & Vision: To challenge hunger by bringing relief to people on fixed but 
inadequate incomes: senior citizens, disabled, single parents, the under-employed or 
unemployed between jobs.
 
Goodwill Industries Of North Florida
4527 Lenox Ave., 32205 | (904) 384-1361 | goodwilljax.org

CEO: Bob Thayer
Mission & Vision: Goodwill Industries is the nation’s largest private provider of 
training and employment services for people with disabilities and special needs.
 
Grace Ministry Of Helping Hands
1620 Naldo Ave., 32207 | (904) 677-0133 | graceministriesjax.org

Co-Founders: Kathleen McDaniel and Jan Miller
Mission & Vision: Grace Ministry of Helping Hands rescues women on the streets 
and provides intervention for women recently released from incarceration. 
 
Greater Jacksonville Area USO
P.O. Box 108, NAS Jacksonville, 32212-3028 | (904) 778-2821 | usojax.com

Executive Director: Mike O’Brien
Mission & Vision: The Great Jacksonville Area USO provides more than $1 million 
annually in services through a wide variety of programs and is the channel for 
community participation during every war effort and in peacetime.
 

S U C C E S S  S T O R Y

Fighting Type 1, a family affair
J D R F  N O R T H E R N  F L O R I D A

In January of 2006, Becky Gray knew something 
was wrong when her son, Rush, was unable to 
quench his thirst and started excessively urinating. 
Before he was dropped off at kindergarten one 
day, Rush turned around and told his mom 
that his stomach felt funny. Instantly, Becky’s 
heart dropped. After years of working at Coastal 
Veterinary Hospital with her husband, Axel, she 
knew the warning signs of diabetes in animals. 
Recognizing the symptoms, she finally understood 
what Rush was experiencing. She dropped a cup of 
Rush’s urine off at the pediatrician and, before she 
could make it home, she was instructed to pick her 
son up immediately and take him to the emergency 
room. “Thankfully, Dr. Mosolf took my concerns 
seriously and quickly was able to see what was 
wrong with Rush,” said Becky. “There’s so many 
pediatricians that dismiss these warning signs as 
the flu or just a bug, then the children sadly end up 
dying because they are not treated properly.” 

Upon arriving at Wolfson Children’s Hospital, 
Rush’s blood sugar level was off the meter, and 
Becky heard the words no mother wants to hear: 

“Your son has been diagnosed with type 1 diabetes.” 
The Gray family then began the battle with T1D: 
countless finger pricks, multiple insulin shots, 
carb counting, dealing with the high and low blood 
sugars, and long nights of no sleep due to paralyzing 
fear of what might happen to Rush in his sleep.  

A few weeks later, Becky got a call from the 
local JDRF office to see if she might be interested 
in helping with future projects. “I knew God was 
answering my prayer,” said Becky. “It was time 
to take all the energy being used to fuel fear and 
use that energy in a positive way. JDRF needed 
our family, and we needed JDRF.” Working with 
JDRF became a family priority. They formed Rush’s 
Rangers walk team, volunteered for the gala, served 
on the board of directors, became chair of the Family 
Walk Team and a part of the Children’s Congress 
for JDRF. They also met other T1D families. “JDRF 
helped show me there are other kids like me and 
families going through the same stuff,” said Rush. 

“Seeing how the community gets together at the 
JDRF walks and other events helped me see all the 
support we really have in our community.”

Fifteen years later, Rush has done well and 
maintains a positive attitude that a cure for T1D 
will be found soon. In high school, Rush got 
the hang of managing his T1D and excelled as a 
varsity soccer player. Upon graduating, Rush took 
full control of the around-the-clock care of his 
diabetes. Now a junior at the University of North 
Florida, Rush doesn’t let his diabetes stop him 
from anything. “My diabetes doesn’t define me, 
and I can do anything I set my mind to,” said Rush. 

“Until a cure is found for me and the 1.6 million 
others living with T1D, we will never stop fighting.”

Axel Gray and his son Rush at 
JDRF Children’s Congress in 
Washington D.C., 2015
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For 33 years, the DA Foundation is proud 
to play a part in the changing face of 
Jacksonville and beyond through its support 
of Jacksonville’s public arts high school. 
DA graduates are making a difference 
everywhere – opening community theaters, 
galleries and arts-based organizations and 
providing leadership in all fields. They are 
teachers, sharing the depth of arts experience 
and knowledge to enrich the education of 
others. But first, they were students.

Where Arts and Academics 
Meet Excellence

For more information visit da-arts.org  //  2445 San Diego Rd., Jacksonville, FL 32207 // 904-346-5620

• 92-97% of Graduates accepted into 
colleges, conservatories and universities 

• Named an 11-time National 
Grammy Winner 

• Honored as having the Best High 
School Jazz Program in the country 
by Downbeat Magazine 

• Over $21 million in college scholarships 
annually offered graduates 

• Students SAT scores consistently  
67+ points above the national average

A Duval County Public High School

Douglas Anderson  
School of the Arts
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Greenscape Of Jacksonville Inc.
1468 Hendricks Ave., 32207 | (904) 398-5757 | greenscapeofjacksonville.com

Executive Director: Anna Dooley
Mission & Vision: Enriching Jacksonville by planting, protecting and promoting trees
 
Greenwood School
9920 Regency Square Blvd., 32225 | (904) 726-5000 | greenwoodjax.org

Head of School: Anthony Mortimer
Mission & Vision: To provide specialized college- and career-preparatory curriculum 
for middle and high school students with learning differences or difficulties.
 
Greyhounds As Pets Of Northeast Florida
2600 W. 5th St., 32254 | (904) 388-6034 | greyhoundpetsjax.org

Mission & Vision: Greyhounds as Pets of Northeast Florida is a nonprofit 
corporation which provides a unique opportunity to adopt and enjoy the loving 
companionship of this versatile breed as a pet.
 
Groundwork Jacksonville
10 W. State St., Bldg. A, Rm 1003, 32202 | (904) 598-5664 | groundworkjacksonville.org

Chief Executive Officer: Kay Ehas
Mission & Vision: Groundwork Jacksonville’s mission is to bring about the 
sustained regeneration, improvement and management of the physical environment 
by developing community-based partnerships which empower people, businesses 
and organizations to promote environmental, economic and social well-being.
 
Growing Parenting Choices
1637 King St., 32204 | (904) 308-7510 | emergencypregnancyservices.org

Executive Director: Sandra S. Duggan
Mission & Vision: Growing Parenting Choices, a ministry of Ascension St. Vincent’s, 
empowers women to make informed decisions regarding pregnancy, saves lives, 
counsels and mentors teens and women through pregnancy.
 

Guardian ad Litem Foundation Of Florida’s First Coast, Inc.
P.O. Box 10198, 32247-0198 | (904) 255-8440 | galfirstcoast.org

Circuit Director: Vanessa Trivento
Mission & Vision:  The Guardian ad Litem program will continue to be a powerful 
and effective voice advocating for the best interests of Florida’s abused, abandoned or 
neglected children.  To the fullest extent possible, its vision will be realized through 
volunteers who will advocate as Guardians ad Litem for the children they serve.
 
Habitat For Humanity Of Jacksonville (HABIJAX)
2404 Hubbard St., 32206 | (904) 798-4529 | habijax.org

President/CEO: Mary Kay O’Rourke
Mission & Vision: Seeking to put God’s love into action, Habitat for Humanity 
brings people together to build homes, communities and hope so that the world 
might become a place where everyone has a decent residence to live. 
 
Hart Felt Ministries 
7235 Bonneval Rd., #123, 32256 | (904) 861-2799 | hartfelt.org

President/Executive Director: Kelly Moorman Coggins
Mission & Vision: Hart Felt Ministries helps Jacksonville seniors stay independent 
and age gracefully in their own homes. Donations help fund emergency financial 
assistance, minor home repairs, gift cards for groceries and other essential services, 
including veterinary services.
 
Haven (Formerly Haven Hospice)
9143 Philips Hwy., Ste. 480, 32256 | (904) 733-9818 | beyourhaven.org

President: Gayle Mattson
Mission & Vision: Haven helps to honor life by providing comfort, care and 
compassion to those they serve.
 

S U C C E S S  S T O R Y

Morales Family Keeps Their 
Sights On Helping Daniel Kids

D A N I E L

Local philanthropists Zoie and Michael Morales are all about kids. They have 
lovingly parented their three children, while also staying focused on local kids 
in crisis that need their help. Zoie has been connected with Daniel – Florida’s 
oldest child service agency – from an early age. Her late father, Hank Haynes, 
served on the Daniel Board of Trustees for more than 30 years. She and her 
husband have honored his legacy by continually supporting a wide variety of 
community causes that benefit children, most recently by becoming the leading 
benefactors behind Daniel’s Woodcove Cottage renovation. 

Woodcove Cottage is one of several mid-size residential treatment cottages 
initially built on Daniel’s Belfort Road campus in the 1960s. Approximately 30 
girls, aged 9 to 17, stay at Woodcove each year to receive intensive counseling 
and behavioral therapy for an average of three to six months. Many of these 
girls were abused, others struggle with behavioral or emotional issues – all 
need the acute, in-patient care that the Daniel team provides. Yet over time, 
Woodcove Cottage began showing significant wear and tear, requiring not only 
necessary repairs, but also a brighter look that would enhance the therapeutic 
treatment provided there.

The Morales family made a generous contribution that enabled Daniel to 
update the cottage’s bedrooms, make the bathrooms ADA compliant, beautify 
the common space and more. The work began in 2020 and is estimated to 
be fully completed by February 2021, offering Daniel kids a brighter, more 
comfortable environment in which to heal. 

Special thanks to the Morales family who made this transformation possible 
along with contributions from David Weekley Homes and Reliant Roofing.
Daniel is currently raising funds for similar renovations to their Creekside 
Cottage. To learn more about how to help, including options with naming 
opportunities, please contact Madison Shelly at mshelly@danielkids. org or 
904.296.1055 ext. 1031.

The Morales Family 
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Heal Foundation
P.O. Box 140 Ponte Vedra Beach, 32004 | (904) 716-4198 | HealAutismnNow.org

Executive Director: Jason Gurka
Mission & Vision: Inspiring, educating, and funding services for those affected 
by autism in our community. Making our community the best place to live for 
those affected by autism.
 
HealthyUNow Foundation
3800 Joe Ashton Rd., St. Augustine, 32092 | (904) 834-2938 | healthyunow.org

Founder: Dr. Julie Buckley
Mission & Vision: The HealthyUNow Foundation’s mission is to develop virtual 
and physical communities that support the treatment of autism for individuals 
and their families in a healthy living environment.
 
Hearing Loss Association Of America
11250 Old St. Augustine Rd., Ste. 15123, 32257 
(904) 631-6357 | hearingloss.org, www.hla-jax.org

Chapter President: Tom Logue
Mission & Vision: The mission of HLAA is to open the world of communication to 
people with hearing loss by providing information, education, support and advocacy.
 
Heart For Children Inc. 
1429 Winthrop St., 32206 | (904) 619-6792 | heartforchildreninc.com

Founder/CEO: Joyce Brinson
Mission & Vision: Heart for Children is a family-oriented organization that 
teaches the importance of education and team building. One of HFC’s many 
goals is  for  children to grow into productive adults who will one day positively 
give back to their communities.
 
Helping WIN (Women In Need), Inc.
4940 Emerson St., Suite 107, 32207 | (904) 831-6046  
helpingwinnefl.org | gwen@helpingWINnefl.org

Founder/Executive Director: Gwen Gallagher-Howard 
Mission & Vision: Helping WIN is a nonprofit founded to provide emergency cash 
assistance to women battling poverty through partner agencies in Northeast Florida.

Henderson Haven
772 Foxridge Center Dr., 32065 | (904) 264-2522 | hendersonhaven.com

Founders: Lee and Sherri Henderson
Mission & Vision: To protect and support the inherent rights of all people, 
including those who are developmentally disabled, to choose where and with 
whom they work, live and play.

Her Song
1929 San Marco Pl.  | (904) 513-0203 | hersong.org

Founder: Rachel White
Mission & Vision: Ending Trafficking, One Life at a Time!
 
The Hope Chest
304 Corporate Way | (904) 278-3870 | sevomed.com

The Hope Chest Charitable Foundation is a non-profit organization whose 
mission is to provide financial support for medical care for pets battling cancer, 
debilitating chronic illnesses, and to support pets that have been displaced due to 
catastrophic natural disasters.

Hope For A Better Life
9801-12 Baymeadows Rd., PMD #148, 32256 | (904) 333-9448 | hopeforabetterlife.com

President/Board Chair: Dr. Mary Pentel
Mission & Vision: Hope for a Better Life, Inc. is dedicated to improving the 
quality of life for socially and economically disadvantaged children and adults 
in Northeast Florida by focusing on a different local nonprofit each year to 
promote its mission, raise awareness and funds.
 

S U C C E S S  S T O R Y

Food for the bellies,  
books for their brains

H U N G E R  F I G H T

Struck by the number of children, one in four, in North Florida who 
live daily with hunger, Sherri Porter founded Hunger Fight in 2012.  
Headquartered in Jacksonville, Florida, the IRS designated 501c3 
nonprofit organization focuses on two of the biggest issues that im-
pact a child’s success in life; food insecurity and lack of reading skills. 
Hunger Fight addresses these issues with its two-pronged program-
matic approach for children living in poverty.  Hunger Fight’s “Feed 
the Backpacks” program provides nutritious, shelf-stable meals to 
children on the Federal Free and Reduced Meal Plan.  Their “Feed the 
Need to Read” program provides age-appropriate books to children 
ages birth to five to develop emergent literacy skills.  

By the end of 2020, Hunger Fight had distributed over 10,120,000 
meals and over 100,000 books.  

Hunger Fight has been designated a coveted Top-Rated NonProfit 
by Great NonProfits for five years in a row.  They topped the list 
of all Top-Rated Florida nonprofits with the most inspirational 
stories from volunteers, donors, and recipients of aid.  

To keep up with the growing demand, Hunger Fight recently 
launched a capital campaign in an effort to raise the necessary fund-
ing to purchase their own facility.  Having their own warehouse will 
enable them to host more in-house packing events, pack more meals, 
deliver more books and serve more people in the community.  It will 
also ensure Hunger Fight’s legacy and mission to provide Food for 
their Bellies and Books for their Brains. For more information, please 
visit www.HungerFight.org

Hunger Fight delivers thousands of meals for 
their Feed the Backpacks program
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Hope Haven Children’s Clinic & Family Center
4600 Beach Blvd., 32207 | (904) 346-5100 | hope-haven.org

CEO: Stella Johnson
Mission & Vision: Hope Haven provides excellence in educational, 
psychological and related therapeutic services for children, families and young 
adults with special needs.
 
Hope Springs Florida
25 N. Market St., 32202 | (904) 805-3497 | facebook.com/HopeSpringsFlorida

Founders: Joe and Ann Rodgers
Mission & Vision: Hope Springs Florida is a vacation respite home for families, primarily 
those with autism, with all services necessary for an affordable beach experience. By 
caring for the caregiver, HSF seeks to strengthen families and to make northeast Florida 
known as the “go to” destination for compassionate vacationing for special needs children.
 
Hubbard House
P.O. Box 4909, 32201 | (904) 354-0076 | hubbardhouse.org

CEO: Dr. Gail A. Patin
Mission & Vision: Hubbard House strives to make every relationship violence-free 
and to ensure safety for victims and their children, empowerment of victims, and 
social change through education and advocacy.
 
Hugs From Hunter
230 Canal Blvd., Ste. 2, Ponte Vedra Beach, 32082

Founder: Laurie K. Hodges
Mission & Vision: To heal hearts by serving those in need in the community.

Humble Harvest Ministries
4446-1A Hendricks Ave., Ste. 310, 33207 | humbleharvestministries.com

Founders: Lori Ibach and Janice Jurkovic
Mission & Vision: The goal of this annual outreach is to continue to give, in Jesus 
name, to those in need in our communities, through a super-size, free garage sale.
 
Hunger Fight
2935 Dawn Rd., 32207 | (904) 374-5623 | hungerfight.org

CEO & Founder: Sherri Porter
Mission & Vision: Hunger Fight works to eradicate hunger in North East Florida and 
the surrounding area.
 
Huntington’s Disease Society Of America
(904) 641-7984 | hdsa.org/nofl

Development Manager, Southeast Region: Craig Mayers
Mission & Vision: Dedicated to improving the lives of everyone affected by Huntington’s 
disease, HDSA offers community services, education, advocacy and research.
 
I’m A Star Foundation
3909 Soutel Dr., 32208 | (904) 924-0756 | imastarfoundation.org

Founder & Executive Director: Betty Burney
Mission & Vision: To empower youth to believe they are solution-oriented STARS 
(Smart Talented And Resilient Students) destined to change the world!
 
Independent Living Resource Center  
Of Northeast Florida
2709 Art Museum Dr., 32207 | (904) 399-8484 | theilrc.org

Executive Director: Tyler Lasher Morris
Mission & Vision: Jacksonville’s leading cross-disability based organization, ILRC 
provides personalized services to people with disabilities.
 

S U C C E S S  S T O R Y

Three Shining Examples  
Of Our Mission

B O Y S  &  G I R L S  C L U B S  
O F  N O R T H E A S T  F L O R I D A

In 2020 more than ever before, we learned that while life can get complicated –  
helping kids is not. At Boys & Girls Clubs of Northeast Florida, we exist to 
inspire and enable young people who need us most, to help them realize their 
full potential as productive, responsible and caring citizens. There is no better 
example of our mission than the Davis triplets from our Beaches Boys & Girls Club, 
17-year-olds Jeremiah (youngest), Jeffrey (middle triplet) and Joshua (oldest). 

The triplets are longtime kids at the Beaches Club and are now seniors at 
Fletcher High School. When the boys were in junior high, their Mom, Elaine, 
was diagnosed with a rare form of cancer. She was a single mom working at the 
Mayo Clinic when life turned upside down, turning her into both employee 
and patient at Mayo. Elaine credits Boys & Girls Clubs for helping her boys 
process and work through her illness and rigorous treatment. The Club was 
a safe place for the triplets to grow, learn and begin pathing their futures.

Elaine says, “They helped them adjust when I started treatment. They 
have matured a lot and Boys & Girls Clubs has a lot to do with that. It has 
helped frame who they are.”

With help and guidance from the Club, all THREE of the boys got part-time 
jobs as baggers at the Publix in Jacksonville Beach, on top of staying busy 

with school and sports. They wanted to contribute to their household as just 
one of the ways they care for and help their mom. 

They also pay it forward by mentoring other kids through Boys & Girls 
Clubs of Northeast Florida.  Jeremiah was recently rewarded for his volunteer 
efforts at his Club and the community by being selected as the Beaches Boys 
& Girls Club “Youth of the Year.”

As they look to the future, they each have dreams of success and will con-
tinue their educational pursuit by attending college.  Joshua wants to focus 
on a degree in physical therapy, Jeffrey dreams of pursuing a business degree 
and Jeremiah wants to pursue a degree in political science.

Being a teen is hard enough without a sick parent. The Davis triplets are shin-
ing examples of why we do what we do. Boys & Girls Clubs are a safe place for 
young people to discover who they are and what they can achieve, experience 
new opportunities, create lasting friendships and go far beyond what’s expected.

The Davis Triplets prepare for their 
part-time job at Publix SuperMarkets.
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The Inn Ministry
1720 Hamilton St., 32210 | (904) 388-7730 | innministry.org

Founder/Innkeeper: Judith Newberg
Mission & Vision: The Inn is a sanctuary for pre and postpartum mothers in a crisis. 
Our mission is to follow God the Father’s Will. The Inn belongs to Jesus Christ through 
His Grace we bring God’s Love, through His earthly governing body, to women and 
children in crisis. Our mission is to follow His Vision by offering an alternative to 
abortion and making room at the INN when there was no room for Him 2,000 yrs ago.
 
In River Or Ocean
1625 Atlantic Blvd., 32207 | (904) 384-0775 | inriverorocean.org

Founders: Gary and Terry Roberts
Mission & Vision: The nonprofit promotes the protection, restoration and 
rational management of all river and ocean resources, and supports 
environmental education through scholarships, conservation programs and 
fishing tournaments.
 
In The Pink
3547 Hendricks Ave., 32207 | (904) 396-5515 
522 North 3rd St., Jacksonville Beach, 32250 | (904) 372-0029 | jaxinthepink.com

CEO/Founder: Jeri Millard
Mission & Vision: In the Pink is a nonprofit boutique and salon dedicated to helping 
women heal, cope and survive the effects of cancer– physically and emotionally.
 
Jacksonville Alumnae Panhellenic Association
jacksonvillepanhellenic.org

President: Lauren O’Connell
Mission & Vision: Founded in 1914, the philanthropic association has a 
continuous history of supporting the greater Jacksonville community. Recognized 
for its achievements by the National Panhellenic Council, JAPA members have 
given over 25,000 volunteer service hours to help those in the community.
 
Jacksonville Arboretum & Botanical Gardens
1445 Millcoe Road, 32225 | (904) 318-4342 | jacksonvillearboretum.org

Executive Director: Dana J. Doody
Mission & Vision: Cultivating a unique environment for recreation,  
education and inspiration.
 
Jacksonville Area Legal Aid
126 W. Adams St., 32202 | (904) 356-8371 | jaxlegalaid.org

President/CEO: James A. Kowalski, Jr. Esq.
Mission & Vision: The Jacksonville Area Legal Aid works to assist our low-
income neighbors in our community with civil legal problems.
 
Jacksonville Area Sexual Minority Youth Network (JASMYN)
P.O. Box 380103, 32205 | (904) 389-3857 | jasmyn.org

CEO: Cindy Watson
Mission & Vision: The Jacksonville Area Sexual Minority Youth Network works to 
support and empower lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and questioning (LGBTQ) 
youth by creating safe space, providing youth development services and bringing 
people and resources together to promote diversity and human rights.
 
Jacksonville Artists Guild
4129 Oxford Ave., 32210 | jacksonvilleartistsguild.org

President: Ron Episcopo
Mission & Vision: The Jacksonville Artists Guild is dedicated to elevating artistic 
awareness and participation by artists through dynamic programs and exhibitions 
that enhance, encourage and promote the arts.
 
Jax Chamber Foundation
3 Independent Dr., 32202 | (904) 366-6634 | jaxchamberfoundation.org

President: Dawn Adams
Mission & Vision: The JAX Chamber Foundation serves Northeast Florida in 
funding workforce development, leadership and entrepreneurial education 
programs in support of long-term regional prosperity.
 

S U C C E S S  S T O R Y

Community support  
helped Jodie feed her  
10 adopted children

B A R N A B A S

Jodie and her husband adopted 10 children, ages 5-13, from two fam-
ilies to keep the siblings together. They had been foster parents and 
made the long-term commitment to these children in need. Then, the 
Coronavirus pandemic drastically changed the course of their lives. 

Jodie was working as a substitute teacher and had two other part-
time jobs. But, like so many individuals in Nassau County, she became 
unemployed without much notice. Her husband is also unemployed.

How do you feed 10 children without an income? Jodie learned 
about Barnabas’ numerous food distributions, including weekly food 
assistance at First Baptist Church in Callahan, and said she is deeply 
grateful that Barnabas’ donors have helped her through a tough time.

“Barnabas is a lifesaver,” said Jodie. “The fresh produce has been 
great, and I’m able to also pick up canned goods like peanut butter, 
apple sauce, and tuna. Feeding a family of 12 was going okay when I 
was working, but I couldn’t have done it without Barnabas’ support 
the past few months. Without the help from every person who gives 
to Barnabas, I couldn’t have fed my family.”

Jodie and her husband’s 10 adopted 
children were helped during COVID-19
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Jacksonville Children’s Chorus
225 E. Duval St., 32202 | (904) 353-1636 | jaxchildrenschorus.org

Artistic & Executive Director: Darren Dailey
Mission & Vision: The Jacksonville Children’s Chorus works to provide a high-
quality choral music education for children of diverse backgrounds, fostering 
teamwork, self-discipline, accomplishment and pride while filling an important 
cultural need in the community and sharing the beauty of the choral art form through 
artistically excellent performances.
 
Jacksonville Civic Council
800 W. Monroe St., 32202 | (904) 354-0530 | jaxciviccouncil.com

President: Jeanne Miller
Mission & Vision: To help resolve community issues by studying a problem, proposing 
one or more solutions, advocating for change, and providing resources and support.
 
Jacksonville Dog Café
(904) 610-0746 | jaxdogcafe.com

Executive Director: Carolyn Snowden
Mission & Vision: The Jax Dog Café assists other animal rescue nonprofit 
organizations with adoption efforts by providing a small, intimate, stress-free 
environment for homeless dogs to meet and greet with prospective forever families.
 
Jacksonville Historical Society
314 Palmetto St., 32202 | (904) 665-0064 | jaxhistory.org

Executive Director: Alan Bliss
Mission & Vision: The Jacksonville Historical Society works to foster and promote 
appreciation of the history of Jacksonville and Northeast Florida.
 
Jacksonville Humane Society
8464 Beach Blvd., 32216 | (904) 725-8766 | jaxhumane.org

Executive Director: Denise Deisler
Mission & Vision: The Jacksonville Humane Society provides care, comfort and 
compassion to animals in need while engaging the hearts, hands and minds of the 
community to bring about an end to the killing of abandoned and orphaned 
shelter animals.
 

The Jacksonville Ladies
4083 Lannie Rd., 32218 | (904) 565-1859 | jacksonvilleladies.org

Chair: Kathie Garrett
Mission & Vision: The Jacksonville Ladies serve as the “final witness” for all burials at 
the Jacksonville National Cemetery, especially for those who have no family or friends 
present, to say a prayer and give the thanks and respect former military so deserve.

Jacksonville Public Education Fund
40 E. Adams St., Ste. 110, 32202 | (904) 356-7757 | jaxpef.org

President: Rachael Tutwiler Fortune
Mission & Vision: The Jacksonville Public Education Fund strives to inform and 
mobilize the community to advocate for universally high-quality public schools for 
all children.
 
Jacksonville Public Library Foundation
303 N. Laura St., #334, 32202 | (904) 630-1995 | jplfoundation.org

Board Chair: Robin Albaneze
Mission & Vision: The Jacksonville Public Library Foundation helps to strengthen 
the ability of the Jacksonville Public Library to serve as an educational and cultural 
resource for the community.
 
Jacksonville School For Autism 
9000 Cypress Green Dr., 32256 | (904) 732-4343 | jsakids.org

Founder & Executive Director: Michelle Dunham
Mission & Vision: To empower youth to believe they are solution-oriented STARS 
(Smart Talented And Resilient Students) destined to change the world!
 
Jacksonville Sister Cities Association
117 W. Duval St., Ste. 275, 32202 | (904) 630-1304 | jsca.org

President: Brenda Frinks
Mission & Vision: The Jacksonville Sister Cities Association fosters and encourages 
mutual understanding, friendship and peace through cultural, economic, educational 
and professional exchanges between the people of Jacksonville and the people of our 
Sister and Friendship Cities.
 

S U C C E S S  S T O R Y

Pajcic and Pajcic continues  
tradition of giving back

T H E  C L A R A  W H I T E  M I S S I O N

Attorneys at The Law Firm of Pajcic & Pajcic are known for their generosity to 
those who are suffering, but during the height of the Coronavirus pandemic, 
they realized the need was even more urgent. That’s why Pajcic & Pajcic 
decided to donate $100,000 to the Clara White Mission. Clara White CEO 
Ju’Coby Pittman called it a game-changer. “I didn’t expect this check, but I 
can tell you that we need it more now than ever.” Pittman explained there 
are even more people facing desperation during these unprecedented times.

Seth Pajcic handed over a giant check at a news conference in November. 
“We are trying to continue on that tradition of giving back to the community, 
especially important charities like Clara White and what they do,” he said. 

“With all that is going on now with COVID and the unemployment it has 
caused and hunger, at this point, this is our time to step up and do a little 
extra. While the Coronavirus is taking a toll on all of us, the devastation of 
the pandemic on the community served by Clara White is even more drastic.”

Clara White Board Chairwoman Michelle Paul added that there are so 
many challenges and much uncertainty due to the virus. “We are honored 

that Pajcic & Pajcic continues to partner with our organization. This gift will 
allow the mission to focus on our COVID initiatives and carry out the legacy 
of the mission to those in need.”

Part of the donation was used to provide a Thanksgiving meal to more 
than 1,200 people. This was all done outside to make things safer for the 
volunteers and recipients. “The gift will allow the Clara White Mission an 
opportunity to continue to do all the good that we can, in all the ways that 
we can, to all the people we can, while we can,” said Pittman. 

The Clara White Mission has been serving the Jacksonville community for 
more than 117 years. The agency, among other things, provides meals and 
job training for veterans, the Homeless, and those facing hard times.

Ju’Coby Pittman speaks to media about the gift of $100,000 dollars given to 
the Clara White Mission on Nov. 16. Clara White Board Chair Michelle Paul, 
veteran client Russell Graney, Seth Pajcic of Pajcic and Pajcic, veteran client 
Wayne Stephens and Clara White President and CEO Ju’Coby Pittman 
gathered to announce the gift during the check presentation.
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Jacksonville Speech & Hearing Center
1010 N. Davis St., Ste. 101, 32209 | (904) 355-3403 | shcjax.org

President/CEO: Mike Howland
Mission & Vision: To provide the highest quality professional and 
compassionate care to all individuals with hearing, speech, and/or language 
disorders in our community, regardless of ability to pay.
 
Jacksonville Sports Council
1 Gator Bowl Blvd., 32202 | (904) 798-1700 | gatorbowlsports.com

President/CEO: Rick Catlett
Mission & Vision: The Gator Bowl Association works to create an economic 
impact through increasing tourism and meaningful charitable giving.
 
Jacksonville Symphony
300 Water St., Ste. 200, 32202 | (904) 354-5479 | jaxsymphony.org

President/CEO: Robert Massey
Mission & Vision: The Jacksonville Symphony’s mission is to enrich the 
human spirit through symphonic music. Its vision is to be the premier 
orchestra in the Southeast.
 
Jacksonville Urban League
903 W. Union St., 32204 | (904) 723-4007 | jaxul.org

President/CEO: Dr. Richard Danford Jr. 
Mission & Vision: The Jacksonville Urban League works to assist African 
Americans and others to secure economic self-reliance, parity, power and civil rights.
 
Jacksonville Zoo & Gardens
370 Zoo Pkwy., 32218 | (904) 757-4463 | jacksonvillezoo.org

Executive Director: Tony Vecchio
Mission & Vision: Inspiring discovery and appreciation of the earth’s wildlife 
through innovative experiences in a caring environment.
 
Jaguars Foundation
1 TIAA Bank Field Dr., 32202 | (904) 633-5437 | jaguars.com/community

Senior Vice President: Peter Racine
Mission & Vision: Believing that youth represent the community’s future, the 
Jacksonville Jaguars Foundation is committed to support programs benefiting 
economically and socially disadvantaged youth, families and other NFL and 
team charitable initiatives.
 
The Jed Fund
66 Evans Dr., Jacksonville Beach, 32250 | thejedfund.org

Founder/President: Dione Garnand
Mission & Vision: The Jed Fund assists animal welfare organizations which work 
diligently to save the lives of homeless cats and dogs. The project-based mission 
identifies the needs of these groups, fundraises and markets for them in order to 
provide lifesaving and life-enhancing funds. 

The Jericho School
1351 Sprinkle Dr., 32211 | (904) 744-5110 | thejerichoschool.org

Executive Director: Angelo Martinez
Mission & Vision: The mission of The Jericho School is to provide 
comprehensive, individualized science-based education not otherwise available 
in the community. Children with autism and other developmental delays deserve 
the opportunity to reach their full potential.
 
Jessie Ball Dupont Fund
40 E. Adams St., Ste. 300, 32202 | (904) 353-0890 | dupontfund.org

President: Mari Kuraishi
Mission & Vision: The Jessie Ball duPont Fund works to expand access and 
create opportunity by investing in people, organizations and communities that 
were important to Jessie Ball duPont.
 

S U C C E S S  S T O R Y

Deonte seemed helpless – and his mom hopeless to getting him 
back on track.

Theresa, Deonte’s mother, didn’t know where to turn. She was a 
single mother, injured and unable to work. Deonte, a 10th grader at 
the time and the oldest of her three children, was failing in school 
and experimenting with drugs. He was unmotivated and under a 
lot of pressure.

Desperate and looking for food, Theresa and her family went 
into the Family Resource Center at Sandalwood High School. The 
center is part of Full Service Schools, an initiative of United Way 
of Northeast Florida and several community partners. Full Service 
Schools brings together community resources, school officials and 
neighbors to promote the health and well-being of the community.

After receiving a bag of groceries, Theresa wondered what else 
might be possible through Full Service Schools. To her surprise, they 
offered not only food for her family but also counseling for Deonte.

Ultimately, the Sandalwood Family Resource Center was the 
solution that would change Deonte’s life.

Deonte started going to therapy at Sandalwood to talk through his 
feelings and learn coping skills for his school and home life.

Things started to improve, but the road to success was not easy. 
Legal issues landed Deonte in front of the Department of Juvenile 
Justice, and he was ordered to complete community service.

He completed these community service hours at the Family Re-
source Center at Sandalwood. He helped them organize the food 
pantry, pack college gift baskets and complete other projects. When 
his community service was complete, Deonte was a changed person. 
He completed his homework on time and was no longer interested 
in using drugs.

Deonte went on to graduate from Bridge to Success Academy and 
is looking toward a career in computer science.

With the help of Full Service Schools, Deonte was able to get his 
life back on track.

Deonte and his family are just one example of the lives changed 
by Full Service Schools every day. Moreover, Full Service Schools is 
just one of dozens of initiatives supported each year by United Way 
of Northeast Florida and its partners.

When you support United Way, lives like Deonte’s are transformed, 
and Northeast Florida grows stronger. How can you make a differ-
ence? Help us create a community of opportunity where everyone 
has hope and can reach their full potential. Donate to United Way 
of Northeast Florida at unitedwaynefl.org/give — because change 
doesn’t happen alone.

Student’s life transformed

U N I T E D  W A Y  
O F  N O R T H E A S T  F L O R I D A

Deonte got his life back on 
track and graduated from 
high school thanks to the 
work of Full Service Schools, 
an initiative of United Way 
of Northeast Florida and 
several community partners.
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Jewish Community Alliance
8505 San Jose Blvd., 32217 | (904) 343-9859 | jcajax.org

Executive Director: Adam Chaskin
Mission & Vision: The Jewish Community Alliance (JCA) strengthens Jewish life, 
serves as a common meeting ground and enhances the quality of life of the entire 
community.
 
Jewish Family & Community Services
8540 Baycenter Rd., 32256 | (904) 448-1933 | jfcsjax.org

CEO: Colleen Rodriguez
Mission & Vision: To help people help themselves and serve all persons in a 
non-discriminatory manner.
 
Jewish Federation Of Jacksonville
8505 San Jose Blvd., 32217 | (904) 448-5000 | jewishjacksonville.org

Executive Director: Alan Margolies
Mission & Vision: The Jewish Federation of Jacksonville is a fundraising 
organization supporting the local and global Jewish community funding local and 
overseas partner agencies; forging strong connections with Israel and helping Jews 
across the Diaspora; supporting fellow Jews in need; inspiring the next generation to 
embrace Jewish identity and value Jewish education, and providing programs and 
services designed to engage the local Jewish community.
 
The Jim Moran Foundation
100 Jim Moran Blvd., 33442 | (954) 429-2122 | jimmoranfoundation.org

Chairman/President: Jan Moran
Mission & Vision: The mission of The Jim Moran Foundation is to improve the 
quality of life for the youth and families of Florida through the support of innovative 
programs and opportunities that meet the ever-changing needs of the community.

Jim & Tabitha Furyk Foundation
P.O. Box 2867, Ponte Vedra Beach, 32004 
(904) 735-0624 | jimandtabithafurykfoundation.com

Founders: Jim and Tabitha Furyk
Mission & Vision: To help families in need in Northeast Florida by providing food, 
shelter, educational, emotional and medical support through charitable partners in 
the community and through project specific funding generated through donations 
and the annual Furyk & Friends Concert and Celebrity Golf Classic.
 
JTC Running
P.O. Box 24667, 32241 | (904) 384-8725 | jtcrunning.com

President: Larry Roberts
Mission & Vision: As a promoter of the next generation of runners, JTCRunning 
supports high school track and cross-country programs and awards scholarships that 
enable many high school athletes to attend running camp each summer. JTCRunning 
frequently collects used running shoes which are donated to local homeless shelters.
 
JT Townsend Foundation
830 A1A N., Ste. 187, Ponte Vedra Beach, 32082 | (904) 373-0737 | jttownsendfoundation.org

Executive Director: Pauline Gerry
Mission & Vision: The JT Townsend Foundation helps First Coast families with 
children and adults with disabilities by providing adaptive equipment or 
comprehensive financial assistance.
 
Judy Nicholson Kidney Cancer Foundation
P.O. Box 50127, 32240 | (904) 309-0502 | jnfkidneycancer.org

President: Linda Ostoski
Mission & Vision: The Judy Nicholson Kidney Cancer Foundation is dedicated to 
furthering awareness and education, providing support, and funding research.
 

S U C C E S S  S T O R Y

Caitlyn’s courage

D L C  N U R S E  A N D  L E A R N

When Caitlyn Metz was born, her parents learned she had a heart defect 
known as Coarctation of the aorta. An attempt was made to repair the defect, 
but unfortunately the surgery did not“fix” it; the defect was too great, and 
Caitlyn also had several holes in her heart.  

After surgery, Caitlyn suffered multiple setbacks and was not able to 
breathe off a ventilator.  At a month old, she had recovered enough to un-
dergo open-heart surgery. This repair was successful and the Coarctation 
and some holes were repaired. After about 12 weeks on a ventilator, Caitlyn 
had a tracheostomy, and a few weeks later surgery to place a g-tube.  After 
six months in the hospital, Caitlyn was transported home via ambulance. By 
her first birthday, she was finally free of the ventilator. Caitlyn never let her 
trach hold her back, and she realized that if she put her finger over the trach 
hole, she could make noises. Eventually this allowed her to talk.  

Once she was off the ventilator, her parents were unsure how to manage 
her without full-time nursing care, which ended when she turned 13 months 
old. It was then her parents discovered DLC Nurse and Learn. “To say DLC 
was a lifesaver is an understatement,” said her mother, Ashley Metz. “I truly 
don’t know what we would have done without them.”

When she started at DLC, Caitlyn could sit on her own, but she still had 
her trach and was 100% dependent on her g-tube feedings. “Caitlyn was 
always a puzzle. There were things she just wasn’t interested in doing for no 
reason other than she just didn’t want to,” said Ashley, noting her daughter 

never crawled but scooted on her rear since this got her where she wanted 
to go. After therapy and special braces in her shoes, she finally took her first 
steps and never looked back.  

As soon as Caitlyn started walking, she started in dance class, which led to 
cheerleading and tumbling. At age 3, Caitlyn transitioned to pre-K at Biltmore 
Elementary but continued to go to DLC in the afternoons.  At age 4, Caitlyn 
was able to put aside the g-tube and eat on her own. At age 5, she transferred 
to kindergarten at the same school her sister attended. She also had one leg 
longer than the other, which was remedied when she was 10. 

In addition to her heart issues, Caitlyn has suffered from mysterious fevers 
and bladder issues, which required surgery. “She is followed by her cardiologist 
closely to make sure her heart continues to do well,” said Ashley. “So far our 
prayers have been met.  She is truly a blessing in our lives, and DLC is too!”  

Now a high school sophomore, Caitlyn is currently a cheerleader at Yulee 
High School.

Ashley Metz, Amy Buggle and Caitlyn Metz
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Junior Achievement Of North Florida
4049 Woodcock Dr., Ste. 200, 32207 | (904) 398-9944 | JAjax.com

President: Steve St. Amand
Mission & Vision: Junior Achievement is dedicated to giving young people the 
knowledge and skills they need to own their economic success, plan for their 
futures, and make smart academic and economic choices.
 
Junior League Of Jacksonville
2165 Park St., 32204 | (904) 387-9927 | jljacksonville.org

President: Anne Detlefsen
Mission & Vision: The Junior League of Jacksonville is committed to promoting 
voluntarism, developing the potential of women and improving communities 
through the effective action and leadership of trained volunteers.
 
Justice Coalition
1935 S. Lane Ave., Ste. 1, 32210 | (904) 783-6312 | justicecoalition.org

Executive Director: Michael Liles
Mission & Vision: The Justice Coalition works to reach out to victims, the 
community, law enforcement, legislators, faith-based organizations, and local officials.
 
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation  
North Florida Chapter
9700 Philips Hwy., Ste. 106, 32256 | (904) 739-2101 | jdrf.org

Executive Director: Brooks Biagini
Mission & Vision: To improving lives today and tomorrow by accelerating 
life-changing breakthroughs to cure, prevent and treat T1D and its complications
 
K9s For Warriors
114 Camp K9 Rd., Ponte Vedra, 32081 | (904) 686-1956 | k9sforwarriors.org

CEO: Rory Diamond 
President: Bett Simon
Mission & Vision: K9s For Warriors provides service canines to disabled 
American veterans, empowering them to return to civilian life with dignity and 
independence.

Kamp Kritter
1650-31 Margaret St., Ste. 208, 32204 | (904) 384-2111 | kampkritter.com

Executive Director: Sue Towler
Mission & Vision: Kamp Kritter is a nonprofit, no-kill sanctuary committed to 
finding permanent homes for strays, abused or unwanted dogs, and provides a 
loving environment for unadoptable dogs to live out their days in peaceful 
surroundings.
 
Kate Amato Foundation
P.O. Box 51043, Jacksonville Beach, 32240 | (904) 629-8300 | kateamatofoundation.org

Founders: Lisa and Jeff Amato
Mission & Vision: To fund innovative, nontoxic treatments for childhood cancer. 
And to support innovation that accelerates the pace of progress in pediatric cancer 
research.

Katie Caples Foundation
1617 Atlantic Ave., Fernandina Beach, 32034 | (904) 491-0811 | katiecaples.org

Founders: David and Susan Caples
Mission & Vision: The Katie Caples Foundation is committed to increasing the 
number of registered organ donors and eliminating the wait for the more than 
125,000 adults and children in need of a lifesaving organ transplant.
 
Kids First Of Florida
1726 Kingsley Ave., Orange Park, 32073 | (904) 278-5644 | kidsfirstofflorida.org

CEO: Irene M.Toto
Mission & Vision: Kids First of Florida works to ensure the safety of children 
through a holistic approach designed to support the health and well-being of 
families in order to build a healthier community one family at a time.
 

A new life after addiction

C I T Y  R E S C U E  M I S S I O N

Steve’s life was good. He was a software engineer with a promising 
career path. He had a family that loved him. But all that changed once 
he was no longer able to hide his $400 a day heroin addiction. His family 
withdrew from him and his daughter refused to speak to him. It was 
when Steve reached the point where he couldn’t even look at himself, 
that he was ready for change. He was ready for City Rescue Mission. 

Steve entered the Lifebuilders Residential Addiction Recovery 
program and he said, “It was like a time-out from life.” The program 
allowed him the time to deal with the deeper issues behind his 
addiction, grow in his faith, and build a healthier life. 

Steve graduated from City Rescue Mission’s Lifebuilders program in 
2019 and he “feels free now.” He is working as a carpenter and making 
his way back into his profession as a software engineer. He speaks with 
his family regularly and the relationship with his daughter is renewed. 
Steve said, “It’s unbelievable how much my life has changed. I’m 
rebuilding my life with God at the center. Had I not come to City 
Rescue Mission, worked on myself and deepened my faith; I’d most 
likely be dead. I am forever grateful for this new life I have.”

Steve, a CRM Lifebuilders graduate, 
celebrates his freedom from addiction. 

“Had I not come to City 
Rescue Mission, worked on 

myself and deepened my 
faith; I’d most likely be dead.”

W W W . C I R C L E S C H A R I T Y R E G I S T E R . C O M   .   083

C H A R I T Y  R E G I S T E R



Kids Together Against Cancer
2 Shircliff Way, 32204 | (904) 308-5822 | ktacjax.com

Program Coordinator: Jenny Lehman
Mission & Vision: Kids Together Against Cancer offers support for children whose 
parents are diagnosed with cancer.
 
L’arche Jacksonville, Inc.
700 Arlington Rd. N., 32211 | (904) 721-5992 | larchejacksonville.com

Executive Director: Melanie Saxon
Mission & Vision: To create an environment where people with intellectual and 
physical disabilities can share their gifts and to affect a positive change in the world.
 
Leadership Jacksonville
40 E. Adams St., Ste. 230, 32202 | (904) 396-6263 | leadershipjax.org

CEO: Jill Langford Dame
Mission & Vision: To educate, connect and inspire diverse leaders to build and 
strengthen their communities and to be the catalyst for vibrant, connected communities 
where diverse perspectives are valued and encouraged for the greater good.
 
Learn To Read
40 E. Adams St., Ste. LL 30, 32202 | (904) 238-9000 | learntoreadjax.org

Executive Director: Marcus Haile
Mission & Vision: To increase literacy awareness and improve adult literacy in 
Jacksonville through formal instruction and volunteer-based tutoring byproviding 
adult basic education to adults ages 16 and over who want to improve their reading, 
writing, and math skills.
 

The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society  
North And Central Florida Chapter 
40 East Adams St., Ste. LL40 Jacksonville, FL 32202 
(904) 332-6414 | lls.org/northern-central-florida

Area Director: Vanessa MaceiraM
Mission & Vision: To cure leukemia, lymphoma, Hodgkin’s disease and myeloma, 
and improve the quality of life of patients and their families.

LISC Jacksonville
100 N. Laura St., Ste. 600, 32202 | (904) 353-1300 | lisc.org/jacksonville

Executive Director: Dr. Irvin “PeDro” Cohen
Mission & Vision: LISC Jacksonville is the leading nonprofit community 
development organization in the nation, focused on transforming challenged urban 
communities into neighborhoods of choice and opportunity—good places to work, 
do business and raise families.
 
Literacy Pros Of Jacksonville
118 E. Monroe St., 32202 | (904) 358-7323 | about.me/literacypros

President: Julia Henry-Wilson
Mission & Vision: Literacy Pros of Jacksonville, Inc. believes every child has the 
potential to succeed and remains firmly committed to this vision, helping kids 
achieve academic excellence.

Live For Today 
P.O. Box 10432, 32247 | (904) 619-9071 | live-for-today.org

Founders: Todd Blake, Katie Pearsall, Kaitlyn Ash
Mission & Vision: To help young adults with cancer by providing dynamic 
opportunities, fostering community support, and promoting healthy living.
 

S U C C E S S  S T O R Y

New equestrian center  
a setting for success

N O R T H  F L O R I D A  S C H O O L  O F  
S P E C I A L  E D U C A T I O N

Matthew Cothren, a second-year student in North Florida School of Special 
Education’s Transition program, loves the outdoors. He genuinely enjoys 
getting his hands dirty and working up a sweat outside. Through the school’s 
newest expansion, Matthew has never been happier or more fulfilled.  

North Florida School of Special Education serves children and young 
adults with intellectual and developmental differences. In the school’s 
Transition program, which Matthew works with employment specialists 
at various on-campus job sites where he learns valuable vocational and 
independent living skills while also honing in on the development of social 
skills, professional behavior, and a strong work ethic.

While he enjoys the time he spends with the landscaping crew and working 
at the Berry Good Foamers carwash, Matthew lights up when he is scheduled 
to work at the new Delores Barr Weaver Therapeutic Equestrian Center or, 
as he calls it, “the barn.”  

In the short time he has been working at the barn since it opened in January, 
Matthew has truly found his place working alongside the animals and staff 
of the Equestrian Center. Not only does he care deeply for the animals, but 
his passion for the work also enables him to focus on his duties in a way that 
can often be challenging in other settings. 

Matthew cleans the horse stalls and chicken coop with a smile. He has 
formed sweet relationships with the animals, especially his favorite horse, 
Ranger. If asked about the chickens, he will tell you anecdotes about their 
different personalities. 

Michelle Onorato, lead Job Coach at the Equestrian Center is the first to cel-
ebrate the success Matthew has seen in his time at the barn. She enjoys finding 
new challenges for him and watching him rise to the occasion every time. Both 
his biggest cheerleader and the one who models professional behavior, Onorato 
knows Matthew is going to make a great employee one day. 

“He both comes alive and calms down when he’s working at the barn,” said 
Onorato. “It’s like the setting allows him to be the best version of himself.” 

“I love it out there,” said Matthew Cothren when asked about the Equestrian 
Center. “My dream is to work on a farm where I can be myself and be 
around animals.”

Matthew Cothren with Ranger
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Lutheran Services Of Florida Head Start
3027 San Diego Dr., 32207 | (904) 423-8637 | lsfnet.org  
LSF HEALTH SYSTEMS 
9428 Baymeadows Rd., Bldg. 3, Ste. 320, 32256 | (904) 900-1075 | lsfnet.org

Executive Director: Dr. Christine Cauffield
Mission & Vision: Lutheran Services Florida serves to bring God’s healing, hope and 
help to people in need in the name of Jesus Christ.
 
Lutheran Social Services Of Northeast Florida
4615 Philips Hwy., 32207 | (904) 448-5995 | lssjax.org

President/CEO: Mary Strickland
Mission & Vision: Motivated and guided by the compassion of Christ, Lutheran 
Services serves and cares for people in need.
 
Mainspring Academy
6867 Southpoint Dr., Ste. 103, 32216 | (904) 503-0344 | mainspringacademy.org

Head of School: Garrett Adamson
Mission & Vision: Mainspring Academy helps students with special needs and 
learning challenges reach their fullest potential.
 
Make-A-Wish® Northeast Florida
3938 Sunbeam Rd., Ste. 3, 32257 | (904) 580-5906 | cnfl.wish.org

Development Manager: Cindy Kruty 
Community Engagement Manager: Jaclyn Normandin
Mission & Vision: Make-A-Wish wants each wish experience to be a game-changer 
for a child with a life-threatening medical condition. The foundation endeavors to be 
creative in exceeding the expectations of every wish-kid and to make donated 
resources go as far as possible.
 
Malivai Washington Kids Foundation
1096 W. 6th St., 32209 | (904) 359-5437 | malwashington.com

Executive Director/CEO: Terri Florio
Mission & Vision: The MaliVai Washington Youth Foundation works to develop 
champions in classrooms, on tennis courts and throughout communities.
 
Mandarin Museum And Historical Society
11964 Mandarin Rd., 32223 | (904) 268-0784 | mandarinmuseum.net

President: Sandy Arpen
Mission & Vision: The Mandarin Museum & Historical Society shares the stories of 
Mandarin’s history, culture and natural resources by providing engaging programs 
that educate, entertain and inspire.
 
March Of Dimes
9838 Old Baymeadows Rd., #109, 32256 | (904) 398-2821 | marchofdimes.org/florida

Executive Director: Jill Harrington
Mission & Vision: March of Dimes is a United States nonprofit organization that 
works to improve the health of mothers and babies by preventing birth defects, 
premature birth and infant mortality.
 
Margaret’s Memories
819 Park St., 32204 | (904) 355-5491 | margaretsmemories.org

Founder: Nicole Remo
Mission & Vision: Margaret’s Memories is a standing mission project of the 
Riverside Park United Methodist Church and makes Bereavement Memory Boxes for 
parents who lose a child to miscarriage, stillbirth, or death shortly after birth. The 
boxes are donated to local hospitals in Jacksonville, Florida.
 
Mckenzie Noelle Wilson Foundation
13936 Ascot Dr., 32250 | (904) 992-0124 | caregivegrow.org

Foundation Director: Adrian Gibbs
Mission & Vision: The McKenzie Noelle Wilson Foundation desires to inspire and 
help young people find their purpose in a world of challenges.
 

Memorial Park Association
1650-302 Margaret St., Ste. 322, 32204 | info@memparkjax.org | memparkjax.org

President: Percy Rosenbloom III
Mission & Vision: The Memorial Park Association is dedicated to the protection and 
preservation of Memorial Park, which was dedicated in 1924 to honor Floridians who 
died in service during World War I.

Meninak Club Of Jacksonville
P.O. Box 8626, 32239 | (904) 745-3393 | meninak.org

Executive Director: Catherine M. Hill
Mission & Vision: The Meninak Club is dedicated to the overall betterment of the 
spiritual, cultural and social attributes of Jacksonville.
 
Mental Health America Of Northeast Florida
4615 Philips Hwy., Ste. 300, 32207 | (904) 738-8420 | mhajax.org

CEO: Wendy Hughes
Mission & Vision: Mental Health America of Northeast Florida raises awareness, 
provides training on mental health and wellness, helps people navigate the system, 
and impacts mental health policy and legislation.
 
Methodist Children’s Village
7915 Herlong Rd., 32210 | (904) 783-1681 | methodistchildrensvillage.com

Executive Director: Kelly Paterno
Mission & Vision: The Methodist Children’s Village works to enhance the quality of 
young children’s lives through nurturing, early intervention, and developmentally 
based education.
 
Micah’s Place
P.O. Box 16287, Fernandina Beach, FL 32035 | (904) 491-6364 | micahsplace.org

Executive Director: Heather Woody Jones
Mission & Vision: Micah’s Place provides prevention and intervention services to 
victims of domestic violence and provides education within our community to effect 
change in behavior and attitudes relating to domestic violence.
 
Mission House
800 Shetter Ave., 32250 | (904) 241-6767 | missionhousejax.org

Executive Director: Lori Anderson
Mission & Vision: Mission House helps meet the needs of homeless adults at the 
Beaches through compassion, faith and programs designed to provide assistance at 
an individual level.
 
Monique Burr Foundation For Children
7807 Baymeadows Rd. E., Ste. 205, 32256 | (904) 642-0210 | moniqueburrfoundation.org

Executive Director: Lynn Layton
Mission & Vision: The Monique Burr Foundation works to make a positive impact 
on the community at large, to create change in a family’s life for the better, and to 
give hope in the life of a child by providing bullying and child abuse prevention safety 
education that is relevant to issues facing children today, including all forms of abuse, 
neglect, bullying, and internet safety.
 
Moore-Myers Children’s Fund
P.O. Box 77607, 32226 | (844)288-7426 | moore-myers.org

Co-founder & President: Dr. Justine Reddin
Mission & Vision: Its mission is to support golf programs that will teach the skills of 
golf and help children develop exceptional character. It supports higher-education 
scholarships for mentors who participate in golf programs and give back to MMCF. Its 
vision is that children will develop the skills necessary to obtain college scholarship 
opportunities. In the end, the hope is to help children develop a road map to success, 
stay physically and mentally active and have opportunities they would not otherwise 
have, if not for MMCF.
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Morning Star School
725 Mickler Rd., 32211 | (904) 721-2144 | morningstar-jax.org

Principal: Jean Barnes
Mission & Vision: Morning Star School’s mission is to provide a strong foundation of 
faith, service and academics for students with learning differences, encouraging all 
students to reach their full potential. Fully accredited by the Florida Catholic Conference, 
Morning Star is the only special education school in the Diocese of St. Augustine.
 
Murray Hill Theatre
932 Edgewood Ave. S., 32205 | (904) 388-3179 | murrayhilltheatre.com

Founder/President: Tony Nasrallah
Mission & Vision: Murray Hill Theatre is an alcohol-free, drug-free, smoke-free, 
all-ages nightclub that showcases live music with a positive message to present things 
of faith in a positive light. As an alternative to typical bars and nightclubs, it gives 
people a safe nightspot to enjoy live entertainment.
 
The Muscular Dystrophy Association
6196 Lake Gray Blvd., Ste. 105, 32244 | (904) 296-7434 | mda.org

Executive Director: Lauren Herringdine
Mission & Vision: The Muscular Dystrophy Association works to save and improve 
lives of people fighting muscle disease.
 
National Alliance On Mental Illness
P.O. Box 16404, 32245 | (904) 724-7782 | namijacksonville.org

President: Tara Wildes
Mission & Vision: The National Alliance on Mental Illness Jacksonville helps support 
and improve the quality of life for family members and those living with mental illnesses 
and co-occurring substance abuse through compassion, education, and advocacy.

National Brain Tumor Society
55 Chapel St., Ste. 200, Newton, Mass. 02458 | (617) 924-9997

CEO: David F. Arons, JD
Mission: National Brain Tumor Society unrelentingly invests in, mobilizes, and 
unites the community to discover a cure, deliver effective treatments, and advocate 
for patients and care partners.

National Multiple Sclerosis Society North Florida
8940 Western Way, Ste. 16, 32256 | (904) 332-6810 | nationalmssociety.org

Executive Director: Michael Ugarte
Mission & Vision: The National Multiple Sclerosis Society North Florida Chapter 
works to improve the quality of life for people affected by MS in North Florida and 
raise funds for critical MS research.
 
Nemours Foundation
807 Children’s Way, 32207 | (904) 697-3600 | nemours.org

CEO: David J. Bailey
Mission & Vision: Nemours is committed to improving the health of children.

Neurosurgery Outreach Foundation
PO Box 8201, 32239 | (866) 735-9536 | neurosurgeryoutreach.org

Founders: Dr. Philipp and Carmina Aldana
Mission & Vision: The Neurosurgery Outreach Foundation, Inc., is an all-volunteer 
nonprofit organization with the mission to advance neurosurgical care in underserved 
communities through service, education and support.
 
New Heights Of Northeast Florida
3311 Beach Blvd., 32207 | (904) 396-1462 | newheightsnefl.org

President/CEO: Sue Driscoll
Mission & Vision: Formerly Cerebral Palsy of Northeast Florida, New Heights works 
to enrich the lives of persons with disabilities and their families and empower their 
independence and lifelong growth through quality services.
 
Next Steps, Inc.
3545 St Johns Bluff Rd. S, Ste. 1, PMB 255, 32224 | (904) 434-1054 

President: Vena Patton
Mission & Vision: Next Steps is a financial and referral resource for women released 
or about to be released from the Duval County Detention Center.
 

S U C C E S S  S T O R Y

Helping Enrich Autistic Lives
H E A L  F O U N D A T I O N  –  T R I K E S  I N I T I A T I V E

Trikes improve physical fitness, motor, and cognitive development. Because of 
challenges with motor, balance, and coordination, many students are unable to 
master riding a two-wheeled bike. Trikes are stable, giving students the opportunity 
to independently master riding, steering and navigation. PE coaches instruct the 
students to ride the trike while classmates run alongside cheering, experiencing 
the joy and excitement of riding a bike independently for the very first time.  In 
addition to trikes, the iHEAL initiative – iPads Helping Enrich Autistic Lives, 
helps students who have fine motor challenges, cannot manipulate a pencil, 
and are non-speaking. The technology of the iPad has become a revolutionary 
teaching tool, allowing more class participation and a “voice” for students. To 
date, HEAL has donated $180,000 for 465 iPads and $44,000 has been allocated 
for 123 Trikes to 61 schools in Baker, Clay, Duval, Nassau, and St. Johns counties. 

 HEAL serves children, teens and adults with Autism Spectrum Disorders 
and related disabilities. HEAL has contributed $2.2 million creating, support-
ing, and funding a multitude of specialized programs, camps, the arts, sports 
leagues, and schools throughout Northeast Florida. The CDC states the number 
of students with autism is 1 in 54, the need is critical.

Wheelin’ & HEALin’ – Adaptive Trike Initiative – 
Physical fitness healing mind and body.

“Living normal day with first bike  
ride with pretty girl.”

Davis typed this on a HEAL iPad, his first time riding a HEAL trike 
with Emma.  Both non-speaking, now riding and communicating 

thanks to our donors, Helping Enrich Autistic Lives.
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Every $11 monthly donation 
provides: 

 2 Children nutritious meals 
every weekend 

 1 Preschooler an age  
appropriate book every month

Every $18 monthly donation 
provides: 

 3 Children nutritious meals  
every weekend 

 2 Preschoolers an age  
appropriate book every month

 For the cost of 1 lunch out - you will change the lives of 3 children 

Text: idream to 41444
Hunger Fight 2935 Dawn Road. Jacksonville, FL 32207 
www.HungerFight.org • 904-374-5623

#iDREAM

REACH OUT AND FEED SOMEONE!
Help SUPPORT our EXCITING Initiative - #iDream of eradicating 

childhood hunger and illiteracy

$11 $18= =+ +

FOOD FOR 
THEIR BELLIES 
BOOKS FOR 
THEIR BRAINS

Hunger Fight_01-21_Circle_Fullpage_Color_v3.indd   1Hunger Fight_01-21_Circle_Fullpage_Color_v3.indd   1 12/18/20   5:46 PM12/18/20   5:46 PM



The Nonprofit Center Of Northeast Florida
40 E. Adams St., Ste. 100, 32202 | (904) 425-1182 | nonprofitctr.org

CEO: Rena Coughlin
Mission & Vision: The Nonprofit Center of N.E. Florida connects, strengthens, and 
advocates for nonprofits, creating a more vibrant Northeast Florida.
 
Northeast Florida Aids Network
2715 Oak St., 32205 | (904) 356-1612 | nfanjax.org

Executive Director: Donna Fuchs
Mission & Vision: Northeast Florida AIDS Network provides compassionate 
leadership, services, and advocacy in meeting the prevention, health, spiritual, and 
social needs of individuals, families, and communities.
 
Northeast Florida Association Of Realtors  
(NEFAR) Charitable Foundation
7801 Deercreek Club Rd., 32256 | (904) 394-9494 | nefarcharitablefoundation.org

CEO: William Glenn East
Mission & Vision: With a vision to be the charity of choice for real estate 
professionals, the mission is to serve as an advocate and resource for local nonprofit 
communities in Northeast Florida.
 
Northeast Florida Women Veterans Association
2133 Broadway Ave., 32209 | (904) 862-6039 | womenveteransresources.org

President: Deloris Moton Quaranta
Mission & Vision: Northeast Florida Women Veterans, Inc. is focused on ensuring 
women who have served on active duty, or in the National Guard or Reserves and 
their children, transition into the civilian community with the tools they need to 
become self-sufficient.
 

North Florida Healthy Start Coalition
644 Cesery Blvd., Ste. 210, 32211 | (904) 723-5422 | nefhealthystart.org

Executive Director: Faye Johnson
Mission & Vision: The Healthy Start Coalition leads a cooperative community effort 
to reduce infant mortality and improve the health of children, childbearing women 
and their families in Northeast Florida.
 
North Florida Land Trust
843 W. Monroe St., 32202 | (904) 479-1967 | https://www.nflt.org

President: Jim McCarthy
Mission & Vision:  To preserve the natural resources, historic places and working 
lands of North Florida. 
 
North Florida School Of Special Education
223 Mill Creek Rd., 32211 | (904) 724-8323 | northfloridaschool.org

Head of School: Sally Hazelip
Mission & Vision: The North Florida School of Special Education works to improve 
the lives of students with mild to moderate intellectual disabilities through the 
achievement of academic, vocational, and social skills.
 
The Old Dog House Senior Dog Rescue
1650 Margaret St., Ste. 302, PMB 137, 32204 | (904) 419-7387 | theolddoghouse.org

Founder: Erik Stordahl
Mission & Vision: The Old Dog House is Northeast Florida’s first nonprofit 
dedicated to giving older and senior dogs a chance at living out their lives in dignity.
 

S U C C E S S  S T O R Y

Creating opportunities for 
everyone to enjoy nature

J A C K S O N V I L L E  A R B O R E T U M  
&  B O T A N I C A L  G A R D E N S

The Jacksonville Arboretum & Botanical 
Gardens is a beautiful, 120-acre nature 
refuge that takes visitors away from the 
hustle and noise of everyday life. Each 
year, thousands of members and visitors 
seek out the grounds as a place to relax 
with friends and family, re-energize and 
immerse themselves in nature. 

The mission of the Arboretum is 
to cultivate a unique environment for 
recreation, education and inspiration 
in nature. This includes, of course, 
teaching people how to grow and care 
for plants, trees and flowers that are 
native to Florida. 

To make these opportunities avail-
able to people with different levels 
of ability, the Arboretum created a 
special project this year: a raised bed 
garden funded by the Stanley Smith 
Horticultural Trust. The Arboretum’s 
horticulturalist, Shayan Khatibi, and 
a team of dedicated volunteers built 
10 beautiful wooden raised garden 
beds, which now sit alongside the 
picnic area near the entrance. 

On a sunny October day, Khatibi, Ar-
boretum Executive Director Dana Doody 

and some loyal volunteers were joined by 
a group of students from the North Flor-
ida School of Special Education’s Berry 
Good Farms program to plant the raised 
beds with flowers, plants and herbs. But 
they accomplished much more. 

The students, who learn about horti-
culture, culinary arts and agriculture in 
their school program, enjoyed being at 
an offsite location and planting in the 
raised beds, which are easy to access 
by those with wheelchairs and other 
intellectual, physical and developmen-
tal differences. Their can-do spirit left 

a lasting impression on the staff and 
volunteers—along with inspiration to 
plan similar improvements in the near 
future. It was a day of accomplishment 
for the students, and the raised beds 
will provide opportunities for visitors 
with all ability levels to participate in 
gardening projects at the Arboretum. 

All visitors are invited to enjoy the 
Arboretum’s paved, wheelchair acces-
sible lake loop with gardens, five other 
maintained trails, benches, boardwalks, 
scenic overlooks and picnic tables. It’s 
truly a respite among the trees.

Shayan Khatibi

Students from North Florida Schools  
for Special Education – Berry Good Farms
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OneJax
1 UNF Dr., #53, 32224 | (904) 620-1000 | onejax.org

Executive Director: Nancy Broner
Mission & Vision: OneJax seeks to promote diversity as the foundation for a 
strong community. It works to increase respect and improve relationships among 
people who represent the rich menagerie of religious, ethnic, racial and cultural 
groups within the community.

OneBlood
7595 Centurion Pkwy., 32256 | (904) 353-8263 | oneblood.org

President/CEO: George “Bud” Scholl
Mission & Vision: OneBlood provides a safe, available and affordable blood supply 
to more than 200 hospital partners and their patients throughout most of Florida, 
parts of Georgia, Alabama and South Carolina.
 
Operation New Uniform
8825 Perimeter Park Blvd., 32216 | (904) 328-1600 | operationnewuniform.org

Executive Director: Michelle McManamon
Mission & Vision: Operation New Uniform’s mission is to train veterans and their 
families for fulfilling careers and develop their skills as they grow within an 
organization while producing confident veterans who are coveted and embraced in 
the business community.
 
Pace Center For Girls
1 W. Adams St., Ste. 301, 32202 | (904) 421-8585 | pacecenter.org

President/CEO: Mary Marx
Mission & Vision: PACE provides girls and young women an opportunity for a better 
future through education, counseling, training and advocacy.
 
Pajcic Family Foundation 
102 Palm Pl., Neptune Beach, 32266 

President: Helen Pajcic Nicholson
Mission & Vision: The Pajcic Family Foundation promotes social justice, animal welfare 
and the preservation of mother nature, with a focus on the Jacksonville community.
 
Pancreatic Cancer Action Network
National Office: 1500 Rosecrans Ave., Ste. 200, Manhattan Beach, CA 90266 
(310) 725-0025 | pancan.org

President/CEO: Julie Fleshman
Mission & Vision: The Pancreatic Cancer Action Network is a nationwide network 
of people dedicated to working together to advance research, support patients and 
create hope for those affected by pancreatic cancer.
 
Pastoral Counseling Services
2140 Mango Pl., 32207 | (904) 398-2437 | pastoralcounselingservices.net

Executive Director: Cliff Thomas
Mission & Vision: To work with people to foster healing, growth and life-giving 
change through holistic mental healthcare and community-building.
 
Patient Assistance Foundation Of 
Cancer Specialists Of North Florida
7015 AC Skinner Pkwy., Ste. 1, 32256 | (904) 519-2739 | pafcsnf.org

President: Beth Page
Mission & Vision: The Patient Assistance Foundation of Cancer Specialists of North 
Florida offers short-term financial assistance for day-to-day living expenses to 
patients undergoing treatments for cancer or blood-related diseases.
 
Patrons Of The Hearts
841 Prudential Dr., Ste. 1300, 32207 | (904) 202-2919 | foundation.baptistjax.com

Interim Chief Development Officer: Audrey M. Moran
Mission & Vision: Patrons of the Hearts is a program that functions under the 
umbrella of the Baptist Health Foundation and benefits international children that 
live in corners of the world with no access to the specialized care they require.
 

The Performers Academy
3674 Beach Blvd., 32207 | (904) 322-7672 | theperformersacademy.org

Executive Director: Kathryn McAvoy
Mission & Vision: The Performers Academy works to increase access to the 
performing arts for all children in the Jacksonville Area.
 
The Peter Bragan For Better Baseball Foundation
1010 E. Adams St., Ste. 105, 32202 | (904) 327-5069 | peterbraganbbf.org

Founders and Co-chairs: Peter and Nancy Bragan Jr.
Mission & Vision: The Peter Bragan for Better Baseball Foundation financially 
supports and promotes the game of baseball for betterment in Northeast Florida and 
provides scholarships for higher education. The foundation’s vision includes the 
opening of The Jacksonville Baseball Museum to provide a cultural destination to 
showcase the historical legacy of baseball in Jacksonville.
 
The PGA Tour – The Players Championship
112 PGA TOUR Blvd., Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082 | (904) 285-3700 | pgatour.com

Executive Director: Jared Rice
Mission & Vision: The PGA TOUR, its players and tournaments support more than 
3,000 charities. These local and national organizations work in a range of areas 
affecting the lives of millions in the communities where we live and play.
 
Pine Castle Inc. 
4911 Spring Park Rd., 32207 | (904) 733-2650 | pinecastle.org

CEO: Lori Ann Whittington
Mission & Vision: Pine Castle is committed to empowering adults with intellectual 
and developmental differences through opportunities to learn, work, and connect. 
We envision a community where persons with differences achieve their highest 
potential for independence.
 
Pink Ribbon Classic
P.O. Box 483, Ponte Vedra Beach, 32004 | (904) 567-6180 | pinkribbonjax.org

Co-Chairs: Joanne Ghiloni and Nancy Morrison
Mission & Vision: The Pink Ribbon Golf Classic is an all-volunteer, nonprofit group 
of events created to raise funds for local breast cancer research and related services at 
Baptist Medical Center Beaches and Mayo Clinic-Jacksonville.
 
Planned Giving Council Of Northeast Florida
50 N. Laura St., Ste. 2500-44, 32202 | (904) 887-3843 | pgcnefl.org

President: Sharon Clark
Mission & Vision: The council’s mission is to foster awareness and to provide an 
effective forum for education, communication, networking and collaboration for our 
gift planning community.

Police Athletic League Of Jacksonville
3450 Monument Rd., 32225 | (904) 854-6555 | jaxpal.com

Executive Director: Lt. Lakesha Burton
Mission & Vision: The Police Athletic League of Jacksonville works to enrich the lives 
of children by creating positive relationships between law enforcement officers and the 
youth of our community through educational, athletic and leadership programs.
 
Ponte Vedra Woman’s Club
P.O. Box 957, Ponte Vedra Beach, 32004 
(904) 654-7281 | pontevedrawomansclub.com

President: Ti Haroldsonn
Mission & Vision: The club was established in 1970 by 15 women who wanted to 
work together for a charitable cause; over the decades the list of charities and 
scholarships has increased.
 
Presbyterian Social Ministries
4115 Post St., 32205 | (904) 338-0920 | PSMJax.org

Executive Director: Teri Ketchum
Mission & Vision: A faith-based ministry connecting goods and services with 
partner agencies who serve those in need.
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Project: Cold Case
10 S. Newnan St., Ste. 1, 32202 | (904) 525-8080 | projectcoldcase.org

Executive Director: Ryan Backmann
Mission & Vision: Project Cold Case focuses on helping with unsolved 
criminal homicides.
 
Quigley House
3373-1 Highway 17 N., 32043 | (904) 284-0340 | quigleyhouse.org

CEO: Ana Martinez-Mullen
Mission & Vision: The Quigley House works to provide advocacy and 
empowerment to victims of domestic violence and sexual assault while providing 
community education to heighten awareness.
 
Read USA, Inc.
1001 Mayport Rd., #330491, Atlantic Beach, 32233 | (720) 256-6143 | readusainc.com

Founders: Ellen Wiss and Vanessa Tussey
Mission & Vision: The goal is to put books in the hands of every low-income child, 
introduce the love of reading and learning, and to end the cycle of poverty.

Rethreaded
820 Barnett St., 32209 | (904) 438-8109 | rethreaded.com

Founder & President: Kristin Keen
Mission & Vision: The mission of Rethreaded is to renew hope, reignite dreams, 
and release potential for survivors of human trafficking, locally and globally 
through business. 
 

The Rita Foundation
(904) 363-1493 | the-rita-foundation.org

Volunteer Chairman: Charles R. Jantz
Mission & Vision: The Mission of The RITA (Research Is The Answer) Foundation 
is to raise awareness and money to help in the fight against all cancers, with an 
emphasis on breast cancer. 
 
Ritz Chamber Players
300 Water St., Ste. 200, 32202 | (904) 472-4270 | ritzchamberplayers.org

Executive and Artistic Director: Terrance Patterson
Mission & Vision: The Ritz Chamber Players foster the appreciation of chamber 
music through performances and educational outreach featuring preeminent African 
American musicians and composers, with an emphasis on building audiences and 
arts inclusion that reflects our diverse society.
 
River Garden Hebrew Home
11401 Old St. Augustine Rd., 32258 | (904) 260-1818 | rivergarden.org

CEO: Martin Goetz
Mission & Vision: River Garden Hebrew Home helps to provide a wide range of 
quality, cost effective elder care services in residential, outpatient, and community-
based settings, to create a comfortable, caring, and dignified home for the frail elderly, 
to serve people of all faiths while maintaining Jewish identity, and to act as a valuable 
educational resource in elder care for the entire community.
 
Riverside Tradition House
2911 Riverside Ave., 32205 | (904) 384-1839  

Manager: Leigh Johnson
Mission & Vision: Established in 1971 by Riverside Presbyterian Church to provide 
a safe, secure residence for adult men wishing to recover from the problems resulting 
from substance abuse.
 

S U C C E S S  S T O R Y

The power of arts education

C A T H E D R A L  A R T S  P R O J E C T

The Cathedral Arts Project provides visual and performing arts education 
that transforms children’s lives by empowering them to succeed, inspiring 
them to create, and encouraging them to connect with themselves and others.

Alanna Carter is a musical theatre student at Douglas Anderson School 
of the Arts who dreams of becoming a Broadway star or director someday. 
But when Alanna took her first CAP theatre class at Lake Forest Elementary 
School, she was too shy to even step on stage. 

Theatre Teaching Artist Fellow Katie Swider taught that theatre class, and 
Alanna says it was Ms. Katie’s understanding nature and willingness to help 
her students – in or out of theatre class – that helped bring her out of her 
shell. Alanna quickly fell in love with theatre and set a goal to attend LaVilla 
School of the Arts and eventually Douglas Anderson.

“Everything I’ve worked on since I started with CAP has shaped me into 
the person I am,” said Alanna. “Getting into Douglas Anderson validated for 
me that I’m good at this and could keep doing this for the rest of my life… or 
the rest of right now! Who knows?”

Alanna’s mother feels CAP did so much more for Alanna than preparing 
her to study theatre. “I believe CAP helped make Alanna an enthusiastic, 
fun-loving, ready-to-go-out-there-and-get-it student,” she said. “She has come 
into her own when making decisions and being more mature. She is someone 
who can stick up for her friends, and is a friend to everyone.”

“CAP taught me the importance of theatre and how influential it is, especially 
for young people,” said Alanna. “It taught me to be confident and not worry 
about what other people think. Acting teaches you to empathize, be tolerant 
and feel for other people’s emotions, and to look at both sides of the story 
and be open to other ideas.”

The lessons instilled in Alanna through her CAP class will stay with her 
for the rest of her life. A young girl who was once too shy to stand on stage 
is now a flourishing high school student with big dreams and a bright future. 
That is the power of arts education.

Alanna at 2015 Performing Arts Showcase
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River Region Human Services
3901 Carmichael Ave., 32207 | (904) 899-6300 | rrhs.org

Chief Operating Officer: Kenneth Arnold
Mission & Vision: The River Region Human Services works to provide integrated 
health services that change lives, rebuild families, and restore communities.
 
Rodeheaver Foundation
PO Box 5, Palatka, FL 32178 | (386) 983-0658 | Rodeheaverfoundation.org and RBR.org

President: Dan Martinez
Mission & Vision: Rodeheaver Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit that is 
dedicated to supporting Rodeheaver Boys Ranch by means of grants, corporate 
and private donations, and more. Children make their way to Rodeheaver Boys 
Ranch because they have no home of their own due to parental death, desertion, 
divorce, disability or dysfunction.

Ronald Mcdonald House Charities Of Jacksonville
824 Children’s Way, 32207 | (904) 8074663 | rmhcjacksonville.org

Executive Director: Diane Boyle
Mission & Vision: The Ronald McDonald House Charities of Jacksonville 
supports the health and well-being of children by providing lodging and 
other services for critically ill, chronically ill and seriously injured children 
and their families.
 
Safe Harbor Boys Academy
4772 Safe Harbor Way, 32226 | (904) 757-7918 | www.safeharboracademy.com

Co-Founder & Executive Director: Robbie W. Smith
Mission & Vision:  A nonprofit maritime-based boarding school that teaches 
discipline and seamanship as a therapeutic model for helping turn around 
at-risk teenage boys.

Safe Haven Of NE FL
4823 Shelby Ave., 32210 | (904) 572-9529 | safehavenofnefl.org

Executive Director: Kathy Swafford
Mission & Vision: Committed to protecting children from prolonged abuse by 
changing the laws, one at a time, Safe Haven NE FL is determined to limit the 
number of chances given to offenders. Its mission is to protect innocent 
children at all costs.

St. Francis Animal Hospital
2727 Atlantic Blvd., 32207 | (904) 674-7223 | SaintFrancisAnimalHospital.org

Founder: Susan Shelton, DVM, DABVP
Mission & Vision: St. Francis Animal Hospital strives to make healthcare 
accessible to all owned pets. 
 
St. Johns Riverkeeper
2800 University Blvd. N., 32211 | (904) 256-7591 | stjohnsriverkeeper.org

Executive Director: Jimmy Orth
Mission & Vision: The St. Johns Riverkeeper works to be an independent 
voice that defends, advocates, and activates others to protect and restore the 
St. Johns River. 

St. Michael’s Soldiers
1342 Coopers Hawk Way, Middleburg, 32068 | (904) 599-7855 | stmichaelssoldiers.org

Founders: Kathy and Jim Signorile
Mission & Vision: St. Michael’s Soldiers is dedicated to the support of the 
deployed men and women of the United States military, and to the service of 
those injured in the line of duty in the Jacksonville area.
 
St. Vincent’s Healthcare Foundation
1 Shircliff Way, 32204 | (904) 308-7300 | jaxhealth.com

President & Chief Development Officer: Virginia Hall
Mission & Vision: St. Vincent’s HealthCare Foundation is dedicated to 
spiritually centered holistic care, which sustains and improves the health of 
individuals and communities.
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Every great city has a great park. For Jacksonville, that is

Memorial Park 
Florida’s World War I Memorial

Designed by the famed Olmsted Brothers and dedicated on December 25, 1924, 
Memorial Park is the only park in the state dedicated to all Floridians who lost 
their lives having served in World War I. Listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places, the park is also a WWI Centennial Memorial as designated by 
the United States World War One Centennial Commission.

Memorial Park Association (MPA) is a nonprofit organization working since 1986 
to enhance, promote and preserve Memorial Park—the premier historic park in 
Jacksonville and a vibrant destination for the community and visitors alike.

Today MPA is implementing a master plan to restore the park to the former 
grandeur of its original landscape design. In partnership with the City and 
through private donations, MPA carries out projects and beautification not 
covered in the City’s budget. Your gifts for current initiatives and for the Memorial 
Park Association Endowment at The Community Foundation for Northeast Florida 
enhance our city and make Memorial Park the park to visit, enjoy and play.

Memorial Park is located at  
1620 Riverside Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32204 

(Between Margaret Street and Memorial Park Drive in Riverside  
near the 5 Points area of Jacksonville.)

Learn more about Memorial Park and Memorial Park Association by visiting  
www.MemParkJax.org

VISIT. DONATE. VOLUNTEER.



Salvation Army Of Northeast Florida
328 N. Ocean St., 32202 | (904) 301-4875 | salvationarmyflorida.org/jacksonville

Area Commander: Major Bert Tanner
Mission & Vision: The Salvation Army works to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
and to meet human needs in His name without discrimination.
 
Sanctuary On 8th Street
120 E. 8th St., 32206 | (904) 356-3588 | sanctuaryon8th.org

Executive Director: Rick Cartlidge
Mission & Vision: The Sanctuary On 8th Street works to encourage and empower 
Jacksonville youth and families in need by ministering to their spiritual, physical, 
social, and intellectual needs.
 
Schultz Center For Teaching And Leadership
4019 Blvd. Center Dr., 32207 | (904) 348-5757 | schultzcenter.org

Executive Director: Simmie A. Raiford, Ph.D. 
Mission & Vision: The Schultz Center is a resource and convener for innovative 
learning, leadership and professional development systems.
 
Seamark Ranch
1 San Jose Pl., Ste. 31, 32257 | (904) 529-1951 | seamarkranch.com

Executive Director: Fred Meiners
Mission & Vision: Seamark Ranch is a nurturing Christian home and family system 
that gives children from families in crisis the tools they need for a brighter future.
 

Seniors On A Mission
2050 Art Museum Dr., Ste. 102, 32207 | (904) 551-4373 | seniorsonamission.org

Founder & Executive Director: Joanne Hickox
Mission & Vision: Seniors on a Mission exists to love and encourage independent-
living senior citizens, enabling them to live longer, healthier, more grace and 
purpose-filled lives.
 
Shannon Miller Foundation
4311 Salisbury Rd., 32216 | shannonmiller.com

Founder: Shannon Miller
Mission & Vision: Through education and awareness of the health risks associated 
with childhood obesity, the Shannon Miller Foundation strives to make a positive 
impact on children’s health.
 
The Shoelace Foundation 
P.O. Box 551029, 32255 | (904) 479-5925 | theshoelacefoundation.org

Founder: Denard Robinson
Mission & Vision: The Shoelace Foundation works to empower underprivileged 
youth to become productive members of society.
 
Single Vision, Inc.
8185 Forest Hills Rd., Melrose, 32666 | (904) 377-7993 | singlevisioninc.org

Founder: Carl Bovard
Mission & Vision: Single Vision’s mission is worldwide conservation of endangered 
species and the preservation of land and habitat essential to earth’s remaining wildlife.
 

S U C C E S S  S T O R Y

Caleb’s Fight

N E M O U R S  C H I L D R E N ’ S  H E A L T H  S Y S T E M

At 18 months old Caleb was well on his way to becoming an active toddler. 
By his second birthday, he was paralyzed from the waist down.

It all started when his mom noticed a bump on his lower back. Visits to 
his pediatrician led to X-rays and a visit to an orthopedic specialist, but none 
of those provided answers. Finally, an ultrasound identified a tumor which 
led the Musselwhite family to the Nemours pediatric oncology team. Caleb 
was diagnosed with a neuroblastoma which was wrapped around his spine. 
He started chemotherapy the next day. By the time he finished his second 
treatment, Caleb’s legs stopped moving.

“From the doctors and nurses to the social worker, everyone at Nemours 
helped keep the focus on Caleb. Even though the situation seemed bleak, 
we felt an immediate sense of confidence in the entire care team,” recalls 
Caleb’s mom Katie.

After surgery to remove what they could of his tumor, Caleb spent a couple 
of months in inpatient rehab. With lots of hard work and intensive outpatient 
and home therapy, Caleb slowly regained his ability to walk. The Nemours 
oncology team continues to monitor the inoperable part of his tumor, and 
Caleb also visits with his Nemours orthopedist and urologist due to the 
location of his tumor. “Having everything Caleb needs in one place brings 
us such peace of mind,” says Katie.

Nemours is grateful for their partnership 
with The Daily’s Foundation, which supports 
kids like Caleb who are battling cancer.

The Musselwhite family: 
Abigail, Katie, Matt, and Caleb
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Special Olympics Florida
1915 Don Wickham Drive, Clermont, FL 34711 | 352-243-9536 |  specialolympicsflorida.org

Director/CEO/Founder: Sherry Wheelock, President & CEO of Special Olympics Florida
Mission/Vision: Special Olympics Florida provides year-round sports training, 
competition, and health services to children and adults with intellectual disabilities, 
at no cost to the athletes or their caregivers, as a means to achieve physical fitness, 
self-esteem, socialization skills, and the life skills necessary to be productive, 
respected, and contributing members of their communities.

The Spina Bifida Association Of Jacksonville
2970 Mercury Rd., 32207 | (904) 699-6640 | spinabifidajax.org

Executive Director: Demery Webber
Mission & Vision: The Spina Bifida Association provides support for families living 
with Spina Bifida.
 
Step Up For Students
P.O. Box 54429, Jacksonville, FL 32245-4367 | 877-735-7837 | stepupforstudents.org

Senior Gift Officer: Elizabeth Watson
Step Up For Students empowers parents to pursue and engage in the most 
appropriate learning options for their children, with an emphasis on families who lack 
the information and financial resources to access these options. By pursuing this 
mission, we help public education fulfill the promise of equal opportunity.

Sulzbacher Center
611 E. Adams St., 32202 | (904) 359-0457 | sulzbachercenter.org

President/CEO: Cindy Funkhouser
Mission & Vision: The Sulzbacher Center works to empower homeless and at-risk 
women, children and men through health, housing and income services thereby 
restoring hope and self-sufficiency.
 
Susan G. Komen North Florida
200 W. Forsyth St., Ste 1620, 32202 | 1-877-465-6636 | komennorthflorida.org

President: Paula Schneider
Mission & Vision: To save lives and end breast cancer forever by empowering 
people, ensuring quality care for all and energizing science to find the cures.
 
tag! The Children’s Museum Of St. Augustine
76 Dockside Dr., Ste. 105, St. Augustine, 32084 | (904) 647-1757 | tagmuseum.org

Executive Director: Kim MacEwan
Mission & Vision: To create transformative, play-based opportunities to discover, 
explore and innovate, which would result in a world where all people think for 
themselves, confidently ask questions, compassionately and collaboratively solve 
problems, and creatively craft a better world. 
 
Take Stock In Children 
4527 Lenox Ave., 32205 | (904) 384-1361 | takestockjax.org

Director: Leah Lynch
Mission & Vision: Take Stock in Children works to change the lives of deserving 
children by combining in-school support through a college support coach, the 
promise of a college or vocational school scholarship and most importantly the 
guidance of a caring mentor.
 
Teach For America
214 N. Hogan St., Ste. 6010, 32202 | (904) 353-6517 | teachforamerica.org

Executive Director: Darryl Willie
Mission & Vision: Teach For America works to enlist, develop and mobilize as many 
as possible of our nation’s most promising future leaders to grow and strengthen the 
movement for educational equity and excellence.
 

Tesori Family Foundation
101 Marketside Ave., Ste. 404 #345, 32081 | (904) 479-8330 | tesorifamilyfoundation.org

Founders/Board Co-Chairs: Paul and Michelle Tesori
Mission & Vision: The foundation’s mission is to achieve great things through God 
by lending a helping hand, providing hope, and healing hearts for children. Its vision 
is to make a positive change in the lives of children in the local community and those 
touched by the PGA TOUR.
 
Therapy Animal Coalition
P.O Box 170, Ponte Vedra Beach, 32082 | (904) 567-6863 | therapyanimalcoalition.org

Board President: Kristi Leonard
Mission & Vision: To grow the therapy animal community by educating the public about 
pet therapy; providing assistance and support to aspiring therapy animal teams; facilitating 
volunteer opportunities and continuing education for registered therapy animal teams; 
and assisting facilities and organizations with starting therapy animal programs. Therapy 
Animal Coalition’s vision is to be the leading resource for sharing the healing love of pets.
 
Tim Tebow Foundation
2220 County Rd. 210 W, Ste 108, PMB 317, 32259 | (904) 380-8499 | timtebowfoundation.org

President: Steve Biondo
Mission & Vision: The Foundation’s mission is to bring faith, hope and love to those 
needing a brighter day in their darkest hour of need.
 
Timucuan Trail Parks Foundation
9953 Heckscher Dr., 32226 | (904) 707-3584 | timucuantrailparksfoundation.org

Executive Director: Mark Middlebrook
Mission & Vision: The Timucuan Trails Parks Foundation serves to protect, preserve 
and promote the Timucuan Trail Parks through advocacy, fundraising and marketing.
 
Tom Coughlin Jay Fund Foundation
5000 Sawgrass Village Cir., Ste. 6, Ponte Vedra Beach, 32082 
(904) 543-2599 | tcjayfund.org

Executive Director: Keli Coughlin Joyce
Mission & Vision: The Tom Coughlin Jay Fund helps families tackle childhood 
cancer by providing comprehensive financial, emotional and practical support.
 
Tree Hill Nature Center
7152 Lone Star Rd., 32211 | (904) 724-4646 | treehill.org

Executive Director: Mark Mummaw
Mission & Vision: Tree Hill Nature Center promotes environmental stewardship 
to the community through hands-on educational programs and low-cost access to 
natural areas.
 
Trinity Rescue Mission
622 W. Union St., 32202 | (904) 355-1205 | trinityrescue.org

Executive Director: Rick Denny
Mission & Vision: Trinity Rescue Mission provides emergency services and long-term 
recovery programs to the hungry, homeless and hurting in the greater Jacksonville area.

UCOM Urbanserv, Inc.
3349 St. Augustine Rd., 32207 | (904) 396-2401 | ucomjax.org

Executive Director: Sara Mitchell
Mission & Vision: UCOM serves the community to ensure that no one faces 
hunger alone, providing emergency relief to those facing food insecurity, providing 
one hot meal a day to the homebound, and providing help to those willing to break 
their cycle of crisis.
 
UNF Foundation
1 UNF Dr., 32224 | (904) 620-2151 | unf.edu/foundation/

Board Chair: Vince McCormack
Mission & Vision: The UNF Foundation provides financial support and counsel for 
the University of North Florida, including assisting the university in the building of 
the endowment and in financially supporting the long-term academic and other 
priorities of UNF. 
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We Care Jacksonville
4080 Woodcock Dr., Bldg. 2400, Ste. 130, 32207 | (904) 674-6450 | wecarejacksonville.org

Executive Director: Susan King
Mission & Vision: We Care Jacksonville provides primary and specialty care to the 
uninsured, the homeless, and the medically underserved people of Jacksonville.
 
White Oak Conservation Foundation
581705 White Oak Rd., Yulee, FL 32097 | (904) 225-3200 | whiteoakwildlife.org

Mission & Vision: The White Oak Conservation Foundation is committed to 
protecting, promoting and preserving endangered species and habitats.
 
Wildlife Rescue Coalition
6853 Seaboard Ave., 32244 | (904) 779-5569 | wildlifecoalition.com

Founder: Barbara Tidwell
Mission & Vision: To ensure respect for all wildlife through education and 
conservation, while providing orphaned, injured and displaced animals with a second 
chance at life.

The Will King Foundation
2937 Algonquin Avenue, 32210 | (828) 803-9231 | willkingfoundation.com

Founder: Courtney Hughes
Mission & Vision: The Will King Foundation supports international children 
receiving heart treatment in Jacksonville, FL.

United Way Of Northeast Florida
40 E. Adams St., Ste. 200, 32202 | (904) 390-3200 | unitedwaynefl.org

President/CEO: Michelle Braun
Mission & Vision: United Way provides leadership, resources and focus to change 
lives in our community by creating sustainable improvements in education, income 
and health.
 
Vision Is Priceless Council
3 Shircliff Way, Ste. 546, 32204 | (904) 308-2020 | visionispriceless.org

Executive Director: Jami Bueker
Mission & Vision: The Vision Is Priceless Council works to serve as the premier 
community resource for improving the vision health of First Coast children and 
adults through screening, referral, and education.
 
Volunteers In Medicine Jacksonville
41 E. Duval St., 32202 | (904) 399-2766 | vim-jax.org

President/ CEO: Jennifer Gornto Ryan
Mission & Vision: Volunteers in Medicine Jacksonville works to improve the health 
of the Greater Jacksonville community by providing free outpatient medical service to 
those who are employed but cannot afford health insurance or health care for 
themselves and their families.
 
Walk-Off Charities Of Jax
12620-3 Beach Blvd. Ste. 325, 32246 | (904) 955-1278 | walkoffcharities.com

President: Frank Frangie
Mission & Vision: Walk-Off Charities of Jax was established to support youth 
baseball and the growth of the sport through various activities and programs, 
primarily focused on supporting the North Florida baseball community.
 

S U C C E S S  S T O R Y

The school that HOPE built

J A C K S O N V I L L E  S C H O O L  F O R  A U T I S M

EDUCATE. ENGAGE. INSPIRE.  These are not just words but guiding 
principles that drive the mission of Jacksonville School for Autism (JSA).  
JSA is a not-for-profit, private school established in 2005 as a full-service 
K-12 educational center for students and young adults with Autism Spectrum 
Disorders (ASD). 

JSA is a school that HOPE built.  Mark & Michelle Dunham are the found-
ing parents of JSA, and Michelle developed the school to give her son, Nick, 
the best opportunity to learn.  After experiencing educational programs 
through both the private and public sector, Michelle wanted to combine 
aspects of Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA), speech and language therapy, 
sensory integration therapy, socialization, and vocational programming to 
meet a multitude of learning styles.  Michelle invested years of research into 
understanding other therapeutic programs even visiting schools around the 
country before developing the JSA model. The school is built on an integrative 
approach that would include multiple modalities of education and therapeutic 
interventions for children with developmental disabilities.  It is an approach 
that has proven successful for her son and many others who have been given 
the opportunity to attend this life changing school.

Since its inception in 2005, JSA has seen the Incidence rate of autism 
continue to climb to 1 in 50 children. While collaborative work with staff 
and parents has always reached beyond classroom walls, JSA’s mission has 

remained steadfast in providing meaningful educational experiences devel-
oped specifically for students with autism.  

In February of 2020, JSA was fortunate to purchase a large campus used 
originally as a Duval County Charter School. The new campus is an urban 
campus, close to a major artery in Jacksonville that gives access to families 
who travel from six counties all over Northeast Florida and Georgia. 

JSA is grateful for the committed parents and professionals who have help 
build the school into the model program it is today including Mrs. Irene, 
JSA’s first teacher who is still employed with JSA. True gratitude is given to 
JSA’s Board of Directors who are a group of men and women who have always 
BELIEVED in the school’s mission. JSA’s beautiful campus is a testament to 
what impact a few committed individuals can accomplish!

Jacksonville School for Autism
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WJCT Public Media
100 Festival Park Ave., 32202 | (904) 353-7770 | wjct.org

President and CEO: David McGowan
Mission & Vision: WJCT Public Media uses our unique assets as a resource for 
citizens to come together to celebrate human diversity, experience lifelong 
learning, and actively engage in matters of civic importance, all to improve the 
quality of our lives and our community.  WJCT is to be regarded as an 
indispensable community resource, connecting citizens to content, sharing ideas, 
and setting the standards through which the community learns and grows.

The Woman’s Club Of Jacksonville
1596 Lancaster Terrace #5B, 32204 | (904) 737-4371 | facebook.com/Womansclubjax

Mission & Vision: The mission of The Woman’s Club of Jacksonville is civic, 
literary, philanthropic, scientific and social in nature.  The goal is to improve, 
benefit and advance women’s causes as well as reach out into the community and 
give aid to worthy organizations. 

WomenadeJax
(904) 463-2877 | womenadejax.org 

Founder: Judy Hicks
Mission & Vision: WomenadeJax mentors children at Daniel Kids through career 
development, fun and community service.
 
The Women’s Board Of Wolfson Children’s Hospital
1325 San Marco Blvd., Ste. 802, 32207 | (904) 202-2866 | womensboardwch.com

President: Katherine Armstrong Forrester
Mission & Vision: The Women’s Board of Wolfson Children’s Hospital strives to 
further awareness in the community of the services and facilities of Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital and to raise funds to ensure the finest available pediatric care.
 
Women’s Center Of Jacksonville
5644 Colcord Ave., 32211 | (904) 722-3000 | womenscenterofjax.org

Executive Director: Teresa Miles
Mission & Vision: The Women’s Center of Jacksonville improves the lives of 
women through advocacy, support and education.
 
Women’s Giving Alliance
245 Riverside Ave., Ste. 310, 32202 | (904) 356-4483 | jaxcf.org/wga

President: Ellen Wiss
Mission & Vision: The Women’s Giving Alliance makes grants to nonprofit 
organizations to support critical community services for women and girls.
 
Women Writing For (A) Change, Jacksonville
(904) 307-3047 | womenwritingjacksonville.com

Founder: Jennifer Wolfe
Mission & Vision: To be a diverse community of women creating change in 
themselves and their worlds one truth, one voice at a time.

World Affairs Council Of Jacksonville
100 Festival Park Ave., 32202 | (904) 280-8162 | worldaffairscounciljax.org

Executive Director: Trina Medarev
Mission & Vision: The World Affairs Council of Jacksonville works to promote 
an understanding of the world and its people and to engage citizens of Northeast 
Florida in becoming better informed participants in the global community.
 
Wounded Warrior Project
4899 Belfort Rd., Ste. 300, 32256 | (904) 296-7350 | woundedwarriorproject.org

CEO: Lt. General Michael Linnington
Mission & Vision: The Wounded Warrior Project works to honor and empower 
Wounded Warriors.
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Young Life Jacksonville
PO Box 2173, Jacksonville 32203 | (904) 387-9633 | jacksonville.younglife.org

Area Director: Mike Shea
Mission & Vision: Young Life introduces adolescents to Jesus Christ and helps them 
grow in their faith.
 
Young Stroke
PO Box 692, Conway, SC 29528 | (843) 655-2835 | youngstroke.org

Founder/Executive Director: Amy Edmunds
Mission & Vision: Young Stroke is the first and only American advocacy organization 
formed to specifically address the unmet needs of young adult stroke survivors and 
their caregivers.
 
Youth Crisis Center
3015 Parental Home Rd., 32216 | (904) 725-6662 | youthcrisiscenter.org

President/CEO: Kim Sirdevan
Mission & Vision: The Youth Crisis Center works to build a healthier community by 
empowering young people and families to rise above adversity, supporting their vision 
for a stronger community through stronger families.

Year Up Jacksonville
101 W. State St., 32202 | (904) 203-1456 | yearup.org

Executive Director: Robin T. Watson
Mission & Vision: Year Up’s mission is to close the Opportunity Divide by providing 
urban young adults with the skills, experience, and support that will empower them 
to reach their potential through professional careers and higher education.

Yeshá Ministries
9378 Arlington Expressway, Ste. 325, 32225 | (904) 802-2774 | yeshaministries.com

Founder: Grandmaster Charles Coker
Mission & Vision: Yeshá’s mission is to train and develop Disciples of Christ through 
sanctioned martial arts with a vision that its disciples would demonstrate Christian 
leadership principals to positively impact the lives of the individuals they touch.
 
YMCA Of Florida’s First Coast
40 E. Adams St., Ste. 210, 32202 | (904) 296-3220 | firstcoastymca.org

President & CEO: Eric K. Mann
Mission & Vision: The YMCA strives to put Christian principles into practice 
through programs that build healthy spirit, mind and body for all.
 
Yoga 4 Change
P.O. Box 330117, Atlantic Beach, 32233 | (904) 510-2004 | yoga-4-change.com

Founder/Executive Director: Kathryn Thomas
Mission & Vision: To heal and empower veterans, incarcerated individuals, 
venerable youth and those dealing with substance abuse through a purpose-driven 
yoga curriculum.
 

S U C C E S S  S T O R Y

DID WE MISS YOU? 

If your registered 501 (c)(3) nonprofit didn’t make the list or if 
you need to make any changes at any time, please let us know!  
Send details (charity name, address, phone, website, leader, short 
mission/vision statement and whe`ther your nonprofit is a private 
foundation or public charity) along with a name, phone and email 
for a contact person to editor@residentnews.net.  Deadline for 
the 2021-2022 issue is Sept. 1, 2021.

Pies For School Supplies

C S I  G I V E S  B A C K

At the height of a global pandemic, fundraisers looked a bit different for many 
organizations in the summer of 2020. For CSI Gives Back, it looked a lot like 
a group of people getting pied in the face. 

Just one year ago, CSI Gives Back collected and hand-delivered more than 
3,000 school supplies for Sadie T. Tillis Elementary students and teachers. Due 
to pandemic restrictions, this wouldn’t have been possible in 2020. So, CSI 
Gives Back opted for a not-so-ordinary fundraiser: Pies for School Supplies. 
Through a virtual portal, supporters could donate to company leaders they 
thought should not get pied. 

The event took place outdoors and was live streamed on CSI Gives Back’s 
Instagram page. In the end, every pie participant ended up getting pied anyway, 
raising a few more dollars along the way. Who would have thought that a few 
cans of whipped cream could lead to raising $5,377 in school supply donations? 

“We are fortunate to connect with an amazing organization that put students 
first. This is our second year in partnership with CSI and we have been so 
blessed by the donations that our school and students have received.  None 
of our students at Sadie T. Tillis Elementary have to worry about school sup-
plies for CSI gives abundantly and we are forever grateful!” – Helen Dunbar, 
Principal of Sadie T. Tillis Elementary School.

Though CSI Gives Back was unable to hand-deliver school supplies this 
year, the experience was just as sweet knowing that students and teachers 
received their much-needed supplies for an already challenging year.

Rafe Sanson, CEO of CSI, takes his 
turn at Pies For School Supplies
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THE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION STANDS READY TO MAKE YOUR INTENTIONS A REALITY.

We can open a conversation with your children and work with your professional advisors to create your philanthropic 

legacy. Our deep experience with the nonprofit community can help you make a more meaningful difference for the 

causes you support. And you’ll be working with a team that received the Center for Effective Philanthropy’s highest 

average rating for donors’ overall satisfaction of any community foundation surveyed.

Call us at (904) 356-4483 and let us help you experience the joy of Giving Forward.

245 Riverside Ave  |  Suite 310  |  Jacksonville, FL 32202  |  Phone: (904) 356-4483  |  Email: info@jaxcf.org www.jaxcf.org

  601 DONOR FUNDS   |     $483.4 M TOTAL ASSETS   |     $53.5 M GRANTS IN 2019

FOR MANY, 2020 SHARPENED OUR FOCUS ON

WHAT’S important. WHAT WE value.
      AND WHAT WE WANT TO leave behind.



We are excited to expand our support 
of the Jacksonville community by 
bringing a PGA TOUR Champions golf 
tournament to the city of Jacksonville.

On Course  
to make a difference.

Coming October 5-10, 2021 

www.constellationfurykandfriends.com



THE GAP

“Women are at the forefront of philanthropic en-
gagement and impact.” That’s a key finding from a 
study conducted in 2018 of wealthy American 
donors by U.S. Trust (now Bank of America) in 
partnership with the Indiana University Lilly Family 
School of Philanthropy. And this is not a new reality. 

A 2010 headline from The Chronicle of 
Philanthropy out of Washington D.C. reads, “Most 
Women Give More Than Men, New Study Finds.” 
The study referred to was one of the first conduct-
ed by the IU Lilly Family School in its gender series 
on giving. After surveying 8,000 American house-
holds, it found, “Women at every income level 

give to charity more often than men do—and they 
tend to donate more money on average than their 
male counterparts.” In fact, widowhood is the only 
time when women do not donate more than men, 
and at that time, females are known to fall behind 
males only by 6%.  

The Women’s Philanthropy Institute (WPI), an 
Indianapolis nonprofit organization at the IU Lilly 
School, has been conducting rigorous nationwide 
research over the course of several years. It began 
in 2010 and by 2014 was funded in part by a $2.1 
million multi-year grant from the Gates Foundation. 
WPI’s ongoing studies are published as the Women 
Give series, now reporting on multiple studies per 
year, not only annual reports. 

Each year, a different aspect of gender and 
philanthropy is viewed, including delving deeper 
into previous research that counted couples as 
a single unit when looking at household giving 
and, instead, considering other contributing 
factors to how, how much, and where a household 
gives to charity. WPI found that the gender of 
the partner leading the decision-making matters. 

Beyond America’s borders, in countries with 
developed economies, the story is the same. One 
example is that in 2017, the Institute of Fundraising 
based in the UK conducted a survey that revealed 
54% of women had given to charity in the prior 
year and only 40% of men.

T here is “nowhere on earth where women are equal to men,” according to the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation. And that holds fast in the realm of charitable giving. Studies across geography, 
races, generations, and economy overwhelmingly show a gender disparity in philanthropy.

Genderosity
the difference between men and women in giving 
B Y  M A R Y  W A N S E R
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?
A gender lens

to better understand

WHERE
HOW

AND WHY
women and men
give differently.

Gender Ma�ers
IN PHILANTHROPY

DEMOGRAPHICS

WOMEN ACROSS
GENERATIONS

Who is philanthropic, and how 
do factors such as age, family
dynamics, marital status, and

income affect giving by women
and men?

MOTIVATIONS

WOMEN
Giving is
based on

Empathy
FOR OTHERS

Giving is often
more about

Self
INTEREST

MEN

WHY do women and men give, 
and how do these motivations

influence their giving?

Are more likely than men to give.

THE DIFFERENCES

Women not only only give more and give more 
often than men, WPI concluded, “Women and 
men give differently.” Nationally, women tend to 
give for reasons of sentiment and spontaneity 
while men tend to strategically plan their giving. 
The Institute partnered with the YWCA and 
Facebook to spotlight stories of individual women 
philanthropists, showing that in addition to their 
testimonies, females tend more so than males to 
donate their time and talent, not only their trea-
sure, in an effort to improve life around the world. 
These statistics counter the generally held vision 
that philanthropy conjures—that of old, wealthy, 
white men donating large sums of money. The 
Chicago women profiled in the videos posted on 
YouTube dispel that myth, showing that every day, 
middle class folks, more women than men, are 
givers. And that phenomenon unfolds beyond 
America’s borders as well. 

The trend in gender differences in giving is a 
global one according to Andrea Pactor, associate 
director of WPI. “Men are from Mars, and women 
are from Venus,” said John Gray, relationship 
counselor and author, in 40 different languages in 
the 1990s while selling more than 15 million copies 
of his book published by that name. The worldwide 
gender disparity, research shows, is so when it 
comes to charitable giving, even here at home. 

“Men and women give differently in Northeast 
Florida,” said Joanne Cohen, vice president of 
Philanthropic Services at The Community 
Foundation (TCF) based in Jacksonville. This 
comes from an organization that serves 13 local 
counties and works with couples as well as singles, 

“connecting people to the things they’re passionate 
about.” The Community Foundation has giving 
circles, individual contributors, and family funds. 
They know the nonprofits, the needs of the com-
munity, and the donors. They have a front-row 
view of the topic.

Locally, the gender difference is seen in the how 
women give, not necessarily in the how much. 
There’s a difference between the sexes in how they 
choose to be engaged. “Women prefer multi-level 
engagement,” noted Cohen. Most women would 
rather not only write a check; they want to meet 
the people they help and discuss it with their 
friends. Cohen’s observation is that the more 
women learn, the more they talk. The more they 
talk, the more they get involved. The more they 
get involved, the more they care. And so on.

“Women are not reactionary in their giving, but 
yes, they are more empathic than men,” Cohen 
said. For example, if a woman gives to a cause 
providing school-aged children access to mental 
health counseling, that woman probably has a 
personal connection to a school-aged child in need 
of mental health counseling. “Women will ask 
questions and talk about it.”

Conversely, “Men take different things into con-
sideration when giving,” Cohen said. Yes, men care 
about the causes they give to, “but the giving is more 
a transactional event,” she said. “They don’t neces-
sarily want an ongoing personal connection to those 
they’re helping.” She went on to say, “Women are 
more experiential than I tend to see men.”

Cohen pointed out, “Giving together is a trend” 
for women. In fact, 70% of all United States giving 
circles’ membership consists of a female majority, 
the Collective Giving Research Group reported in 
2016. A local example of this collective giving is 
the Women’s Giving Alliance (WGA), an initiative 
of The Community Foundation. A network of 
individual women who pool their gifts, and it is 
The Community Foundation’s largest giving circle 
with 478 members. And women, whether in circles 
or not, tend to spread their giving among several 
organizations in a variety of charitable subsectors, 
research shows. In contrast, men’s giving is more 
concentrated. 

Pactor found that not only do many women like 
to give in community with other women, while men 
are more individual givers, but also that “self-in-
terest tends to be the motivation” for men’s giving. 

“If it’s good for them, men are more inclined to 
engage in it,” she said, and she referenced the 
Poverty Relief Experiment conducted a few years 
ago (not by WPI), which found that men resonated 
with the message “opportunity to strengthen your 
community.” That message did not resonate so 
much with women because they generally engage 
more in causes that are for the good of others before 
considering themselves, Pactor said.

Pactor’s perspective can be juxtaposed with 
feedback from the 2019 Individual Giving Survey 
conducted by the Florida Nonprofit Alliance (FNA) 
in partnership with the Florida Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS). 
Although results were not sorted by gender, a point 
of interest is that of the 3,782 full-time and part-
time Florida residents who responded to the survey 
for the sake of research about their giving habits, 
60% were female, and 40% were male. More glaring 
is that for this article about gender differences in 
giving, of the nine women contacted for comment, 
seven responded, while six of the six local men 
who were contacted remained reticent. Could this 
be because the answering of personal questions 
would have involved a giving of time and the re-
search would not directly benefit the men 
questioned but serve instead as information for 
the nonprofit field at large?

The United Way reported, “Women are more 
likely to volunteer and volunteer more hours than 
men.” WGA President Mary Pietan said, “We find 
women tend to give more time than money.” And 
that aligned with what the WGA tries to teach 
women in educational sessions on philanthropy. 
They inspire women to be strategic philanthropists 
and to invest in the lives of women and girls in 
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Northeast Florida. Not many men contribute to 
WGA. When they do, “it is a gift in honor of their 
mothers or wives,” Pietan said. 

Pietan noticed locally that women’s age is a 
factor in their giving. “Older women often have 
more discretionary money to give.” Nationally 
though, WPI reported, “When gender and age are 
considered together, a unique pattern emerges 
where women seem to give consistently over time 

. . . Men, on the other hand, give less when they 
are younger.” Head-to-head though, again the 
research shows that women are more likely to give 
than their male counterparts across generations, 
although Gen-X tends to be the exception. In 2012, 
WPI reported that Baby Boomer women (those 
born between 1946 and 1964) gave a whopping 
89% more than men from the same generation.

When considering gender and marital status, 
Pietan said that if the women of WGA are married, 
she sees “a tendency to discuss their giving plans 
so that it fits into the family budget.”  Cohen agreed 
that married women tend to influence couples’ 
philanthropic decisions more than their husbands 
do. She also said that single women are likely to 
give more than single men. “Never-married males 
are the least likely to give to charity than all other 
groups,” WPI found. They also reported, “For 
women, marriage does not have a significant impact 
on overall charitable giving.” So, when a woman 
gets married, if she’s responsible for the giving 
decisions, the couple will give more as compared 
to a couple whose giving decisions are made by the 
male partner, just as if they were single. On the flip 
side, “research shows that marriage makes men 

more likely to give.” Even though he’s more likely 
to give as a spouse than when he was single, the 
couple’s donation is predictably lower than if his 
wife were the deciding spouse. 

 A 2019 report in the Women Give series con-
firmed that when it comes to gender differences 
in giving, race plays no part. “Women are more 
likely to give across race and ethnicity.” 

Economic factors have not reversed the trend 
either. Over the past four decades, women’s partic-
ipation in the labor force along with their median 
earnings have risen. WPI found that a woman’s in-
crease in wealth makes her more likely to give to 
charity than her male counterpart.

From a variety of angles—geography, age, 
marital status, race, income—overall, women top 
men in their giving.  

“Gender matters in philanthropy.”
— Andrea Pactor, associate director, Women's Philanthropy Institute
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70%
Give Coectively

BEHAVIOR

MORE WOMEN
GIVING MEANS
MORE MONEY
RAISED FROM

WOMEN

HOW do women and men
give? Which platforms and 

approaches to they use
when it comes to

their philanthropy?

CAUSES
Women tend to give more

time than money.

Volunteer and volunteer
more hours than men.

Of giving circles are
majority-women.

On every

WOMEN LIKE TO

WOMEN ARE MORE
LIKELY TO 

THE TERMS

At first blush, therefore, it may seem fair to label 
women as being more generous than men. But 
maybe it’s a matter of terminology. 

Steve Gunderson is former president of the 
Council on Foundations, an organization whose 
purpose since 1949 has been to promote, encourage, 
and enhance the public good through private giving. 

“Charity tends to be the emotional, immediate re-
sponse which mainly focuses on rescue and relief, 
whereas philanthropy is more strategic and built 
on rebuilding,” he said. “The main difference is that 
charity aims to relieve the pain of a particular social 
problem, whereas philanthropy attempts to address 
the root cause of the problem.” Could it be then 
that the research, surveys, and studies that say 
women give more and more often than men are 
comparing apples to oranges? Could it be that 
women, in general, are charitable givers but men 
lean more toward being philanthropists? 

A case in point might be another finding in the 
Women Give series. “When the woman’s income 
increases, the couple is more likely to give — and 
give a larger amount — to charities that provide 
basic human needs.” But “male-deciding households 
are associated with lower likelihood of giving to basic 
needs organizations.” Some might wonder if that’s 
because men would rather give to causes that will 
address the roots of the lack of basic needs, to phil-
anthropic endeavors by Gunderson’s definition. 

According to Cohen, the two terms, charity, and 
philanthropy, are used interchangeably. “They’re 
basically the same thing,” she said, but not exactly. 
She explained that charity is for more immediate 
relief. If someone is hungry, he’s given food. If 
someone is cold, he’s given a blanket. “But philan-
thropy is a much broader term.” It “encompasses all 
of the assets a giver has to deploy,” she said. For The 
Community Foundation, philanthropy is about the 
giving of the four T’s: time, treasure, talent, and ties 
(meaning connections). 

Pactor shared another definition of philanthropy 
– “voluntary action for the public good” – and it in-
cludes a fifth T—testimony. “Philanthropy is the 
broadest interpretation of giving, and it is a journey.” 
In holds true of women who are in and out of the 
job market due to raising children at home. Although 
they don’t necessarily have money to give consis-
tently, but in those times, their giving shifts to sharing 
their time and talent until they’re able to again share 
from their monetary treasure.  

“There is most definitely a difference between 
charitable giving and philanthropy,” Pietan said. 
The latter she sees as a more strategic form of 
giving that considers not only money but all forms 
of capital—things like intellectual knowledge, 
social networks, and the ability to influence. In 
fact, WGA involvement often leads to opportuni-
ties to serve on other nonprofit boards.

Regardless of which term is used, charity or 
philanthropy, both approaches are essential to the 
nonprofit sector, neither path is reserved for the 
wealthy, and there still exists a gender difference 
in the giving.

THE REASONS

The question then becomes why?
 “Men and women tend to have different motiva-

tions for giving. One’s not better than the other, 
simply different,” Pactor said. She said she believes 
it’s because “women are socialized to be caring and 
nurturing.” In fact, she shared that studies show 
many women become entrepreneurs so that they will 
have the resources to affect the change they want to 
see. “From a motivation point of view, empathy 
matters,” she said, noting that the data is the same 
as it has been in the past, but what’s changed is the 
way we talk about it. “We’re not trying to pit men 
against women,” she confirmed. “But it’s true, overall, 
that empathy is stronger among women than men.” 

“There 
is most 

definitely a 
difference 

between 
charitable 
giving and 

philanthropy.”
— Mary Pietan,  

President, Women’s Giving Alliance
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Pactor’s words echoed a survey released in 
2016 by Fidelity Charitable, a 501(c)(3) public 
charity that touts being the nation’s top grant 
maker, which states “Women are more empathic.” 
The survey also spoke on women being fueled by 
community connection, stating, “Women report 
more connection with the emotional side of 
philanthropy than men, who tend to seek a more 
strategic approach.”

Cohen seems to agree that women give from the 
heart, men from the head. “Philanthropy is all about 
connection, and women tend to want to be more 
connected,” Cohen said. And that’s by nature. It 
has to do with anthropology as well as psychology.

THE UPSIDE

The survey results and study findings presented 
in this article are academic, not opinionative. 
But it’s important to bear in mind that not all 
men and all women fit into the models discussed 
here. There definitely are trends, but there are 
also exceptions. The conversation will be very 
different two decades from now, as gender lines 
continue to blur within cultures, Pactor said, 
adding that there’s growth happening in iden-
tity-based giving, particularly mentioning the 
LGBTQ, Asian-American, and African-American 
communities. 

Rena Coughlin, chief executive officer of the 
Nonprofit Center of Northeast Florida, concurred. 

“People give to people, regardless of gender.” 
Despite the differences in how and how much, 

the good news is that 98% of Florida adults ages 
18 and older made charitable donations in the 12 
months prior to FNA/FDACS’s Individual Giving 
Survey that launched on May 15, 2019 and closed 
on August 15, 2019, and 59% of them regularly 
give to charities in Florida. More good news that 
came to light from the survey is that the FDACS 
is making tremendous efforts to prevent charity 
fraud—a fact that 60% of the responders had pre-
viously not been familiar with.

“The old rule is that people give 
to people, regardless of gender.”

— Rena Coughlin, chief executive officer, Nonprofit Center of Northeast Florida

G E N D E R O S I T Y
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Cultivating  
a culture that 
innovates

Baptist Health leads the way in Northeast 
Florida towards ‘a lifetime of health, together’

B Y  M A R C I A  H O D G S O N

Brett McClung’s vision for Baptist Health is 
very simple. It can be summed up in five 
little words: A lifetime of health, together.

Hired to be CEO and president of Northeast 
Florida’s largest healthcare system in July 2019, 
McClung oversees a comprehensive health system 
covering every stage of life. He uses those five little 
words as a mantra as he guides Baptist Health 
toward the future. In addition to being the vision 
statement for the healthcare system he now heads, 
the words encapsulate his personal vocation – “to 
make Northeast Florida into the healthiest place 
to live, and Baptist Health as the chosen place for 
people to work.” The short five-word vision state-
ment influences all his decisions, especially as he 
looks ahead – past COVID and beyond. 

“Everything hangs off of our vision, especially if we 
think about what it means for us as the single largest 
private sector employer and the single largest health-
care provider in the community,” said the son of a 

Methodist minister who previously worked for Texas 
Health Resources, one of the largest faith-based, 
nonprofit health care systems in the United States. 

When it comes to Northeast Florida, overseeing 
Baptist Health is comparable to his work in Texas 
as it consists of five nationally accredited hospitals, 
more than 200 primary care and specialty physician 
practices, as well as children’s specialty clinics, home 
health care, behavioral health, occupational health, 
rehabilitation services, and urgent care. McClung is 
also CEO of Coastal Community Health, an inte-
grated network of seven hospitals that includes the 
Baptist Health and Southeast Georgia Health System. 
In short, he watches over a health system that cares 
for more patients than any other in the region. 

“Our vision, ‘a lifetime of health, together,’ doesn’t 
say anything about sickness, or illness, or fixing 
people that are broken, or even delivering babies. It 
is really about folding the walls of our hospitals down 
and continuing the incredible work that I didn’t start, 

for sure. It’s about our partnerships with community 
agencies in Jacksonville, and those community 
agencies may not be in healthcare but rather are 
likeminded and interested in what we refer to as the 
social determinant of health in positively impacting 
those social determinants like poverty, food scarcity, 
and lack of family or transportation,” he continued. 

“We want to look at how we can partner with those 
agencies both locally and afar to improve the health 
of those in the community. 

“We have a legacy of over 65 years, and that really 
allows us to have conversations with the commu-
nity,” he said. The Baptist Jacksonville Critical Care 
Tower Expansion at Wolfson Children’s Hospital, 
as well as Baptist Health’s Innovation Center and 
its inaugural Innovation tournament, and a new 
upcoming Blue Zones project, which will start at 
the beginning of 2021, fall perfectly in synch with 
his vision for Baptist Health and support what he 
considers to be Baptist’s legacy for the region. 

Baptist Health board members: Asghar Syed

M.C. Harden IIIKyle ReeseKristi GarsideJoseph L. Barrow Jr.

Carol C. Thompson

Michael J. Erhard, MD

Deborah Pass Durham

Michael J. Grebe

Frank R. Martire

Pamela S. Chally, PhD

Ilene Levenson, MD

Richard L. Sisisky

John K. Anderson

Robert E. Hill Jr.

Brett and Nancy McClung are committed to changing 
healthcare for good. They believe that change comes from 
looking up and out – embracing creative solutions, fresh 
mindsets, and new ways of thinking. In 2019, they started 
the McClung Innovation Fund, catalyzing positive innovation 
in the Baptist Health community. In the spirit of inclusivity, 
the McClungs opened the fund to others, so that the 
communities served by this fund will continue to benefit 
from their generosity for generations to come.
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NEW ENTRANCE FOR A 
FORWARD-THINKING FACILITY

On Oct. 30, when Baptist team members, patients 
and their families made their inaugural trek across 
Palm Avenue through Baptist Medical Center’s 
new skybridge, it was a “big deal.” The glassed-in 
pedestrian walkway connecting the healthcare 
facilities to a somewhat new P2 parking garage on 
the Southbank was the first step toward comple-
tion of a new critical care tower and welcoming 
new entrance to Wolfson Children’s Hospital and 
the adjacent medical center. 

Slated to be complete in 2022, the tower will 
consist of seven stories full of state-of-the-art 
technology and will include five floors dedicated 
to pediatric critical care, 92 beds dedicated to 
neonatal intensive care, and 35 beds dedicated to 
pediatric intensive care, with each windowed room 
filled with natural, healing light. Every aspect of 
the tower, including rooms that comfortably allow 
parents to be close to their sick children, has been 
designed with the consumer in mind.

“The facility will be an amazing forward-thinking 
and forward-facing health facility and will 

obviously provide life-saving and life-changing 
care to children not only in Duval County, but in 
Northeast Florida, throughout the Southeast, 
and frankly, throughout the country and even the 
world,” said McClung. 

Baptist Health is the only medical facility in 
Northeast Florida that provides a dedicated 
children’s hospital as well as high-risk obstetrics, 
neonatal, maternity care and delivery to the com-
munity. “This is the only place you can experience 
that full continuum of care, and we incorporate 
the latest state-of-the-art equipment and technol-
ogy to be part of caring for infants, children, and 
those who specifically have the most complex 
medical admissions or traumatic injuries,” he said. 

“It’s really going to be a very special place.
“But as great as this tower is going to be – and 

it is going to be fabulous – and as special as the 
technology will be, and as amazing the building 
will look from the street, at the end of the day it 
is our team of people, our caregivers, that are 
really what matters,” he continued. “They are 
the best in the world at what they do, and we are 
so proud of them and the opportunity they give 
us to provide care,” he said. 

“As special as the 
technology will be 
and how amazing 
the building will 
look from the 
street, at the end 
of the day it is our 
team of people, our 
caregivers, that are 
really what matters.”

— Brett McClung

Now under construction,  
the new critical care tower at 
Wolfson Children’s Hospital is 
expected to be finished in 2022. 
The seven-story tower will 
enable Wolfson to provide 
state-of-the-art pediatric and 
neonatal critical care to children 
throughout the region.
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INNOVATION TOURNAMENT, 
A SHOWCASE FOR NEW IDEAS

McClung’s personal desire to find new ways to solve 
old problems is the driving force behind projects 
such as Wolfson’s new critical care tower, and his 
commitment is shared with the Baptist Health Board 
of Directors and nearly all team members under the 
Baptist umbrella. 

“Now in dealing with COVID-19, our organization 
is looking at new ways to solve old and new prob-
lems, and that approach – let’s call it a mindset or 
our mental model – is really at the core of innova-
tion and the culture that innovates,” he said. “We’re 
about that, and we’ve been about that, for sure, 
very intensely for the past year and a half,” he said.

The emphasis on forward thinking is evident in 
Baptist’s newly designed Innovation Center, Project 
Horizon, at Southbank Plaza II, an extension of 
the Baptist Medical Center Jacksonville campus. 
Envisioned in 2018, a year before McClung came 
on board, the center was designed and brought to 
fruition by Keith Tickell, senior vice president 
of Strategic Assets & Real Estate, and Catherine 
Graham, vice president of Business Innovation & 
Development, as well as the support of many others 
including Scott Wooten, executive vice president, 
and their teams.

A mixed-use meeting and multi-media space, the 
center is broken up into four sections that can be 
utilized by multiple departments simultaneously. 

Roughly 75% of the furniture is portable and may 
be re-arranged to fit the needs of different groups. 
There is a kitchen, break-room area, and state-of-
the-art technology including TVs, printers, and even 
a ping-pong table that can be converted into a 
rolling whiteboard.

“We were searching for a design, something like 
what you would see in Silicon Valley. The room is 
stripped down a bit and is not necessarily what you 
would expect to see in a traditional meeting space,” 
McClung said.

This setting was the perfect place to conduct 
Baptist Health’s first internal innovation contest. 

“We thought the best way to demonstrate to the 
company how we wanted to use that space was to 
devise an innovation tournament,” said McClung, 
who invited a pair of faculty advisors from the 
prestigious Wharton Business School in Pennsylvania 
to work with 50 carefully selected team members 
from all parts of the Baptist organization. The 
professors, Christian Terwiesch, Ph.D., and Karl 
Ulrich, Ph.D., are the co-authors of the book, 

“Innovation Tournaments: Creating and Selecting 
Exceptional Opportunities.” 

“Our senior leadership team identified 50 emerg-
ing leaders who are critical thinkers and problem 
solvers, and we matched them up virtually, with 
the Wharton Business School faculty, because we 
are always mindful that we are in the middle of a 
pandemic. They shared curriculum and came up 
with ideas having to do with the theme ‘Reimaging 

Primary Care,’” explained McClung, noting the old 
concept of conventional primary care especially 
needed an overhaul due to COVID-19. “Seeing that 
people don’t want to go out and sit in a waiting 
room these days, how do we provide health and 
health information to our customers in a very dif-
ferent world?” he asked.

The two-month program culminated in a 90-
minute tournament, which was held in late August 
2020. It featured seven finalists and resembled an 
episode of the popular reality TV show “Shark Tank.”  
Each of the finalists had four minutes to plead their 
case in front of a panel of judges from Baptist Health 
led by McClung. Each pitch was followed by a short 
question-and-answer session. Members of the ex-
ecutive leadership team and several virtual guests, 
including Baptist Health Board Chairman Richard 
Sisisky, took part in the live-streamed event.

Winning the contest was Baptist Primary Care 
Physician Patricia Calhoun, M.D. and Kathleen 
Johnson, MSN, of Quality & Analytics. The duo 
partnered to reconsider patient charting or docu-
mentation, which is one of the most time-consuming 
tasks in a busy physician’s life and a leading cause 
of physician burnout. The pair pitched the idea of 
a mobile phone app that automatically documents 
clinical encounters via artificial intelligence, allow-
ing physicians more face-to-face time with their 
patients and less time performing data entry. 
Calhoun and Johnson’s idea has become a pilot 
program that will kick off in January 2021.

C U L T I V A T I N G  A  C U L T U R E  T H A T  I N N O V A T E S

Baptist Health’s Innovation Center, Project Horizon, located at 
Southbank Plaza II, is non-traditional, mixed-use meeting and 
multi-media space where the inaugural innovation tournament was 
held. The contest enabled selected Baptist team members to work 
with advisors from Wharton Business School before pitching ideas to 
a panel of judges on how to “Reimagine Primary Care.”



TURNING JACKSONVILLE 
INTO A BLUE ZONE

Looking ahead toward the new year, McClung is 
very excited about implementing his next big venture. 
Baptist’s Blue Zone project will be the third step 
toward forwarding his vision of transforming the 
First Coast into a more healthful community.

“When you think of the work that we do as impact-
ing the people of Jacksonville and Northeast Florida 
and beyond for their lifetime and in the lifetimes of 
their families, that’s significant work and compelling 
work that we are doing,” he said. “One of the legacies 
we would like to leave for our community is the idea 
of health and accountability for health.”

To accomplish this, McClung hopes to transform 
Jacksonville into a Blue Zone, much like what was 
discovered 20 years ago by Dan Buettner, a researcher, 
explorer, and author, who wrote a definitive article 
on longevity, “The Secrets of Living Longer,” that 
was published by National Geographic magazine in 
2005. Buettner had spent years studying amazing 
destinations and cultures in countries such as Italy, 
Costa Rica, Greece, Sardinia, Japan, and even beach 
communities in California, where it is not uncommon 
for residents to live over 100 years of age. In these 
regions, which he tagged as “Blue Zones,” he found 
that the life expectancy is not just lengthy. What’s 
impressive is that the centenarians’ minds and bodies 
continue in a healthy and productive state similar 
to when they were much younger. 

After years of studying each culture, Buettner 
pinpointed the “Power 9” – nine key lifestyle habits 
connected to health and longevity that each had in 
common. The nine pillars are: 

1. Move naturally

2. Have a larger purpose

3. Manage your stress

4. Eat until you are 80% full

5. Stick to a plant-forward diet

6. Moderate alcohol consumption

7. Find your community

8. Stay close with family

9. Maintain a fulfilling social life.

In 2009, Buettner and his company applied his 
nine principles to Albert Lea, Minnesota, and suc-
cessfully raised life expectancy and lowered 
health-care costs by 40%. His strategy focused on 
optimizing an environment of health instead of in-
dividual behavior change.

Having written several books on the subject, 
Buettner founded Blue Zones®, a company that puts 
the world’s best practices in longevity and well-being 
to work in peoples’ lives. Intrigued by the idea of 

building Jacksonville into a Blue Zone, McClung has 
invited global experts from Buettner’s company to 
come to Jacksonville in January 2021 to meet – 
perhaps at first virtually – with local government 
leaders, CEOs of corporations, and people from all 
over the community at large, so that they can perform 
a structured assessment and conduct a feasibility 
analysis of the First Coast’s “strengths, challenges, 
and opportunities for health and wellbeing,” with 
the idea of building a plan for change, he said. 

The results of the Blue Zones® research and its 
recommendations to improve the overall health of 
the community should be available sometime in 
the summer of 2021, McClung said. Although the 
pandemic has delayed this research for nearly a 
year, creating a legacy for health for Northeast 
Florida is so important the project can’t wait any 
longer, he said.

“It’s really about making the right thing be the 
healthy thing,” McClung said, adding that the city’s 

“built environment,” food systems, schools, restau-
rants, faith-based organizations, sports, health, 
and social equity will all be evaluated. The project 
will leverage research on the “ZIP code” effect, a 
healthcare term that states that where people live 
has a larger influence on health than their genetics,” 
he said, noting the Blue Zone®’s approach has had 
a transformative effect on more than 50 commu-
nities in the United States including his former 
hometown of Fort Worth, Texas. 

“This research expands upon information about 
physical health and wellness, like the information 
that we get here at Baptist Health from the annual 
community health news assessment,” said McClung. 

“The vision expands beyond the walls of our hos-
pitals and calls us to help all people in the community 
live longer and healthier lives, whether we are in a 
pandemic or not,” he said. Among the many changes 
the Blue Zones® experts might suggest, such as parks 
and walking trails like the Emerald Trail, several may 
already exist in Jacksonville. “Some of this work is 
work that already has momentum. What the Blue 
Zones® project can do is continue that momentum 
and make it momentum with a purpose,” he said.

C U L T I V A T I N G  A  C U L T U R E  T H A T  I N N O V A T E S

“One of the legacies we would 
like to leave for our community 
is the idea of health and 
accountability for health.”

— Brett McClung, CEO and president of Baptist Health

Dan 
Buettner
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Art can    
   save us
Fashionistas often draw inspiration from world events, 
and this year has been no different. With the onset of the 
Coronavirus pandemic, 2020’s newest fashion statement, 
the face mask, was born.

As COVID-19 began to spread across the nation, medical 
experts strongly espoused the wearing of facial coverings 
as the best way to protect oneself against infection while 
limiting the transmission of the virus within the community. 
As the perfect union of function and fashion, donning a 
face mask is now as much a part of daily life as wearing a 
coat or sporting a pair of sunglasses. And although utilitarian 
KN-95 and blue paper surgical masks may dominate many 
faces within the community, there is nothing that says 
masks need to be boring. Masks can be artistic state-
ments. More than evidence of a regard for health 
or social concern, faces swathed in colorful unique 
materials can showcase identity. 

Today, many fashion houses and designers have 
pivoted, transforming leftover fabric into face 
coverings that coordinate with apparel. As 2020’s 
version of haute couture, designers such as Louis 
Vuitton, Burberry, Fendi and Gucci, have taken to 
decorating face masks with their logos, or designing 
them to coordinate with runway ensembles. Those who 
are fashion conscious often invest in a mask wardrobe, 
spending hundreds of dollars on designer masks. 

So essential for saving lives, there is no question 
masks are now the “new normal” fashion accessory, and 
Circles decided to celebrate them on its cover this year. 
Fresh flowers symbolize new beginnings, something the 
charitable community hopes for as it turns toward 2021. 
In contemplating the cover, the idea for a “Masks for Aid” 
contest blossomed as another way to commemorate the 
trend. We requested that readers from the community 
create their own artistic facial coverings, and we were 
overwhelmed by the response. Several intriguing face 
wrappings were made by the students of art instructor 
Jessica Grotberg of Orange Park, including “Fish” by first 
place winner Stephanie Keith, and “Raven”, by runner-up 
Riley Cox. Receiving third place was a handsomely 
hand-embroidered mask by Kelly Sullivan, a student of 
Patricia Beach, an art teacher at Samuel Wolfson School 
for Advanced Studies. The contest offered cash prizes to 
the top three winners.

Our prediction is that artistic masks will take on a 
greater role as galas become hybrid affairs and fundraising 
adapts to the new reality. Not only will guests don coor-
dinating masks as a salute to themed events, but specially 
made facial coverings may be sought after as a fund-raising 
tool, especially for silent auctions.

One thing is for certain, masks save lives and will be 
around for a while. We might as well have a little fun as 
we wear them.
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Stephanie Keith
Age 18, Orange Park Art Classes

My inspiration to do this project was my love for fish and all the colors of 
their scales. I always try to challenge myself in each piece I do. I appreciate 
the help and support of my art teacher, Ms. Jessica, and my mom.

Riley Cox
Age 14, Orange Park Art Classes

What inspired me to do this mask is my mom as well as my friends at the art 
studio. As far as I know, black birds mean a new beginning and so the mask 
represents a new beginning for everyone.

Kelly Sullivan
Grade 10, Samuel Wolfson School of Advanced Studies and Leadership

My inspiration for the mask I submitted to the competition was my great 
grandmother. Growing up, I have always seen my great grandmother’s embroidered 
pieces around her house. She always made the most beautiful designs and I decided 
that I wanted to try embroidery for myself. In the last few years, she has not been 
able to embroider so I wanted to honor her passion for the art. I decided to embroider 
flowers on the mask because I wanted to create an elegant design that could be 
functional for someone to wear in the future. 

A

Olivia Raker 
Grade 4, Assumption Catholic School

Mardigras Mask - Mardigras is a very colorful event and 
to me it represents the celebration of happiness. 

A

B

Tyler Brown  
Age 16, Orange Park High School

What inspired me was that during this time of the 
COVID-19 pandemic our country seems more 
fragmented than ever. I wanted to do my part, through 
my art, in helping to unify our country.

B

C

Morgan Renfro 
Grade 12, Samuel Wolfson School  
of Advanced Studies and Leadership

I learned the design I put on my mask while I was in a 
design class at LaVilla. Since then I’ve doodled it to help 
release stress and use it to enable me to draw freely.
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Boys& 
Girls&
Safe Places&
Fun Experiences& 
Quality Programs

You Can Help Us Do  
Whatever It Takes To
Build Great Futures

Visit: www.bgcnf.org 
Call: (904) 396-4435



Robert Grant
Grade 11, Samuel Wolfson School  
of Advanced Studies and Leadership

When I was a kid I loved to play with cars and reptilian 
animals like dinosaurs and dragons. When I was deciding a 
design, I thought back to what I enjoyed as a kid and the first 
image that came to my mind was a dragon breathing fire. I 
wanted to create a mask that made you look like you were 
breathing fire. I found this idea cool and really fun to design.

I

J

Sara Smith
Age 14, Fleming Island High School

I love playing fantasy games and the complex character 
designs always intrigued me. This mask was specifically 
based off of the character Paimon from Genshin Impact.  
I love expanding my creativity to the fantasy realm.

J

K

Ronald Episcopo
Riverside, Mixed Media Artist

My inspiration for this mask was a bridal party that 
complained about wearing masks and looking sad in their 
plain masks. One bridesmaid started crying at the thought of 
her makeup being smeared and walking down the aisle in a 
mask. I thought wouldn’t it have been fabulous to have 
gorgeous mask studded with jewels and feathers that outdid 
their gowns. They could STRUT down the aisle.

K

Megan Woolbright
Grade 12, Samuel Wolfson School  
of Advanced Studies and Leadership

The reason to why I designed my first mask the way I did was 
to create a sense of playfulness to the viewer’s eyes. Not 
everything has to be perfect or color coordinated to look good. 
So, I played around with colors and shapes to see what I got.

HLivia Pinto 
Grade 3, West Riverside Elementary School

I love the wild and colors, the flower in itself is like a 
beautiful non verbal expression. 

D

Chelsea Dejesus 
Grade 11, Samuel Wolfson School  
of Advanced Studies and Leadership

What inspired me to create this design for my mask is the 
season we were in at the time. Due to the pandemic, many 
things we used to participate in cannot be done, and I just 
wanted to show a scene of happiness. If there was no 
pandemic, I would be happy to go up north and play in the 
snow, having snowball fights. The design of my mask 
shows this, and I believe will make others happy as well.

E

Sophia Williams
Age 13, Grade 8,  Orange Park Art Classess

My inspiration for this piece was flowers. The way they 
adapt themselves to always face the light in any situation 

– making the most of it to bloom and grow – reminds me of 
how people will overcome and come out of this pandemic 
stronger than before.

F

Tiana Fordham 
Age 15, Orange Park Art Classes

What inspired me to make this piece was the strength of 
the dragon. Everything in this world has the greatness you 
see, then the true potential that is hidden to the naked 
eye. One of the smallest dragons with a single spark could 
start a blaze.

G

A R T  C A N  S A V E  U S
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As the leading global organization funding type 1 diabetes (T1D)
research, JDRF is accelerating life-changing breakthroughs in the
areas of cure, prevent and treatment for T1D. 
 
Due to the changing nature of the world we live in, it may not
always be possible for us to come together. However, there are
many opportunities to continue the work in innovative ways to
advance JDRF's mission. You can support JDRF anywhere,
anytime and join a community united by a bold vision: a world
without type 1 diabetes. Join JDRF, families and the corporate
community to help improve lives and cure diabetes. 
Scan the QR code above to learn more!

Founded by parents determined to find a cure for their children
with type 1 diabetes in 1970, over the past 51 years, the Juvenile
Diabetes Research Foundation (JDRF) has become the largest
private funder of diabetes research worldwide. Funding $2.5
billion in research since its inception, JDRF has made significant
progress in understanding, fighting and treating the disease. 

We made it to

Now it's time to turn
type one into

type none.

2021...

We  are  stronger  together. 

jdrf.org/northernflorida
(407) 774-2166 • northernflorida@jdrf.org 



Social Datebook2021

Save  The DateSave  The DateCheckCheck
In March 2020, when Coronavirus lockdowns were called and North Florida residents 
were asked to shelter in place, many nonprofits were forced to unceremoniously 
postpone or cancel in-person galas and other fundraising events that had long 
been on their dockets. In the weeks that followed, with no vaccine on the immediate 
horizon, many nonprofits got creative. They began to hold virtual galas, road-races, 
concerts, celebrity chef cook-offs, and other special events at a “social distance” 
over Zoom, Facebook Live, YouTube or other forms of social media. And, fortunately, 
members of Northeast Florida’s generous philanthropic community heard the call, 

stepped up, and supported their favorite charitable organizations as they scrambled 
to fulfill their missions and meet the region’s needs.

As the New Year begins and vaccines are dispensed within the community, 
many social events have been rescheduled. As in past issues, our social datebook 
continues to be a monthly compilation of all events typically scheduled at certain 
times throughout the year. Due to the fluidity of the pandemic, it is a good idea 
to check the date on the Circles – Social Datebook & Charity Register website at 
circlescharityregister.com just to be sure.
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A NIGHT FOR HEROES
Benefits: UF Health’s TraumaOne
anightforheroes.com

A TOAST TO THE TASSEL
Benefits: Communities In Schools of Jacksonville
cisjax.org/30th

ANNUAL FIRST COAST  
HONORS CHOIR FESTIVAL 
Benefits: The Jacksonville Children’s Chorus
jaxchildrenschorus.org

ANNUAL EDDY AWARDS
jaxpef.org

ANNUAL WOLFSON  
CHILDREN’S CHALLENGE
Benefits: Wolfson Children’s Hospital
wolfsonchildrenschallenge.com

BOWTIE BALL
Benefits: Ascension St. Vincent’s Family Birth Place
stvincentsfoundation.org/en/events/bowtie-ball

CUMMER BEACHES CELEBRATE! GALA: 
ROARIN’ TWENTIES
Benefits: Cummer Museum. 
cummermuseum.org/event/
cummer-beaches-celebrate-gala-roarin-twenties

FLORIDA FORUM
Benefits: Wolfson Children’s Hospital 
womensboardwolfsonchildrenshospital.com

HEALTHY START 5K
Benefits: American Diabetes Association and the Kappa 
Alpha Psi Jacksonville Foundation, Inc
jacksonvillekappas.com/5k-run/

PROJECT COLD CASE: YEAR OF  
HOPE ANNUAL FUNDRAISER
Benefits: Project Cold Case
projectcoldcase.org./yearofhope

THE ART OF POP:  
A WARHOL DINNER PARTY
Benefits: Cummer Museum 
cummermuseum.org/events

JANUARY

E V E N T  S P O T L I G H T
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Gabriel House
Stay tuned on the Circles’ website for more information about 
Gabriel House’s fall fundraiser. At this time, no volunteers are 
allowed in Gabriel House due to COVID-19, and the staff is 
unsure of when volunteer opportunities will become available. 

In the meantime, anyone who wants to donate can do so 
through gabrielhouseofcare.networkforgood.com. Also 
on the website, at  gabrielhouseofcare.org/ways-to-give,  
there is information about a monthly impact partner program 
for donors who wish to give at any amount every month as 
well as in-kind donations! And there is a Wish List as well. 
Feel free to follow all Gabriel House activities and future 
fundraisers on social media. 

Facebook: @GabrielHouseofCare
Twitter: @GabrielHouseFL
Instagram: @gabrielhouseofcare
LinkedIn: @gabriel-house-of-care



FEBRUARY

E V E N T  S P O T L I G H T

A NIGHT OUT WITH THE FEDERATION
Benefits: Jewish Federation of Jacksonville.
jewishjacksonville.org

ANGELWOOD SPORTING CLAY SHOOT
Benefits: Angelwood 
angelwoodjax.org

ANNUAL DOWNTOWN JAX GALA
Benefits: LABS Initiative
downtownjacksonville.org

ANNUAL LIMOUSINE SCAVENGER HUNT
Benefits: Helping WIN
helpingWINnefl.org

ANNUAL MORNING STAR  
GOLF TOURNAMENT
Benefits: Morning Star School
morningstar-jax.org/golf-tournament/

ANNUAL NORTHEAST FLORIDA 
SCHOLASTICS GOLD KEY EXHIBITION
Benefits: Cathedral Arts Project
capkids.org/hmcg

ANNUAL RIVERSIDE  
CRAFT BEER FESTIVAL
Benefits: Community PedsCare® and charitable  
causes of the Riverside Rotary Foundation. 
riversidecraftbeerfestival.com

ANNUAL WOMEN FOR  
CHRIST LUNCHEON
Benefits: Jacksonville Women For Christ
jaxwomenforchrist.org

BOBBY WEED’S GOLF GIG
Benefits: HEAL Foundation
healautismnow.org

DONNA 5K
Benefits: The DONNA Foundation
1stplacesports.com

EQUALITY FLORIDA JACKSONVILLE GALA
Benefits: Equality Florida Institute, Inc.  
and Equality Florida Action, Inc.
eqfl.org/index.php/Jacksonvillegala

FIGHT FOR AIR CLIMB
Benefits: American Lung Association
action.lung.org, 1stplacesports.com

FLORIDA FORUM
Benefits: Wolfson Children’s Hospital 
womensboardwolfsonchildrenshospital.com

FOSTERING THE LIGHT OF HOPE GALA
Benefits: Foster Closet 
fostercloset.org
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Hunger Fight
Throughout the year, Hunger Fight corrals 
volunteers from numerous organizations to assist 
in packing nutritious meals for hungry children 
and families in Northeast Florida. One highlight 
of its year is its annual Thanksgiving Community 
Outreach event that is typically held in early 
November. The nonprofit also raises funds to 
support its “Feed the Need to Read” program 
that provides children’s books to preschoolers 
throughout the First Coast. Please visit 
hungerfight.org for more information on events 
and ways to donate, partner or volunteer.



E V E N T  S P O T L I G H T

GARDEN CLUB FLEA MARKET
Benefits: Garden Club of Jacksonville
gardenclubofjacksonville.org

HEAL VALLEY OF DREAMS GALA
Benefits: HEAL Foundation
healautismnow.org

HEART OF THE RUNWAY 
Benefits: North Florida School of Special Education 
northfloridaschool.org

JEWISH COMMUNITY ALLIANCE  
ANNUAL FUNDRAISER
Benefits: Jewish Community Alliance
jcajax.org/donate

LIFT EV’RY VOICE AND SING CONCERT
Benefits: Jacksonville Children’s Chorus
jaxchildrenschorus.org

MARDI GRAS BLOCK PARTY
Benefits: Friday Musicale
fridaymusicale.com/schedule

MARDI GRAS PARTY 
Benefits: Jacksonville Children’s Chorus.
jaxchildrenschorus.org/events/ 
calendar-of-events/mardi-gras-party/

MT. ACOSTA CLASSIC
Benefits: The Jared Bynum Scholarship Foundation  
mtacostaclassic.com

ORTEGA RIVER RUN
Benefits: St. Mark’s Episcopal Day School  
financial aid and scholarship program.
stmarksdayschool.org, 1stplacesports.com

RED ROSE BALL
Benefits: Ascension of St. Vincent’s
stvincentsfoundation.org/en/events/red-rose-ball

RETHREADED ANNUAL MUKTI BALL
Benefits: Rethreaded
rethreaded.com

TIM TEBOW FOUNDATION  
NIGHT TO SHINE
Benefits: Tim Tebow Foundation
timtebowfoundation.org

WHALE OF A SALE
Benefits: Junior League of Jacksonville
jljacksonville.org

WOMEN WITH HEART LUNCHEON
Benefits: Volunteers in Medicine 
vim-jax.org

F E B R U A R Y
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Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Northeast Florida
Summer Nights 2021 –  
An Evening Affair
When: Saturday, June 5, 7 – 10 pm
Where: East Club at TIAA Bank Field

Enjoy Summer Nights … an Evening Affair to 
benefit Boys & Girls Clubs of Northeast Florida. 
Dance the night away to live music and indulge 
in signature dishes prepared by top Jacksonville 
restaurants while viewing artwork created by Boys 
& Girls Club members.



March

E V E N T  S P O T L I G H T

AMELIA ISLAND  
CONCOURS D’ELEGANCE
Benefits: Community Hospice & Palliative Care  
and other local charities
ameliaconcours.org

ANNUAL CELEBRITY CHEFS  
TASTING AND SILENT AUCTION
Benefits: The Salvation Army of Northeast Florida.
salvationarmynefl.org

ANNUAL CHILDREN’S CHAMPION 
AWARDS GALA
Benefits: Episcopal Children’s Services 
ecs4kids.org

ANNUAL KILWINS ICE CREAM RUN
Benefits: Clarke Schools for Speech and Hearing
clarkeschools.org

ANNUAL SHOOT FOR A CURE
Benefits: Cystic Fibrosis Foundation
cff.org/northfl/

ANNUAL WOMEN OF VISION 
CELEBRATION LUNCHEON
Benefits: Girls Inc. 
girlsincjax.org

CATHOLIC CHARITIES’  
BLACK & WHITE BALL
Benefits: Catholic Charities’ Emergency  
Financial Assistance Program 
ccbjax.org

CHOPS FOR CHARITY
Benefits: Ben’s Place
bensplacecof.org/chopsforcharity

DAILY’S RIVERSIDE KIDS  
DUATHLON & TOT TROT
Benefits: Riverside Presbyterian Day School 
rpds.com, 1stplacesports.com

FIRST COAST HEART BALL
Benefits: American Heart Association
heart.org/en/affiliates/florida/first-coast

FURYK & FRIENDS CONCERT  
AND CELEBRITY GOLF CLASSIC
Benefits: Local charities
jimandtabithafurykfoundation.com

GABRIEL HOUSE OF CARE GALA,  
“A NIGHT OF BLUES”
Benefits: Gabriel House of Care
gabrielhouseofcare.org
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Jax Children’s Chorus
River City Dancing with the Stars
When: Saturday, March 13
Where: Lazzara Performance Hall,  
University of North Florida

Formerly known as Jacksonville’s Dancing with the Stars, 
this event will feature many local celebrities who, partnered 
with professional dancers, will be competing to be named 
the River City’s favorite dancer. For more event details or 
to help vote for your favorite local celebrity to win the 
coveted mirror-ball trophy visit rivercitydwts.com.



E V E N T  S P O T L I G H T

GATE RIVER RUN
Benefits: JTC Running
1stplacesports.com

GREENSCAPE ARBOR DAY CELEBRATION
Benefits: Greenscape
greenscapeofjacksonville.com

HAVEN ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT
Benefits: Haven
beyourhaven.org

JACKSONVILLE SYMPHONY GALA
Benefits: Jacksonville Symphony
jaxsymphony.org

JNKCF GOLF TOURNAMENT
Benefits: The Judy Nicholson Kidney Cancer Foundation
jnfkidneycancer.org

MASTERS OF DISASTERS  
GOLF INVITATIONAL
Benefits: Red Cross
redcross.org/local/florida/north-florida.html

RIVER GARDEN 75TH ANNIVERSARY DAY
Benefits: River Garden Foundation
rivergarden.org

RIVER CITY DANCING WITH THE STARS
Benefits: Jax Children’s Chorus
rivercitydwts.com

RODEHEAVER BOYS RANCH  
BENEFIT BASS TOURNAMENT
Benefits: Rodeheaver Boys Ranch 
rodeheaverfoundation.org

THE PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP
Benefits: Local charities
theplayers.com

THERAPY ANIMAL EXPO 
Benefits: Therapy Animal Coalition
therapyanimalcoalition.org

TIM TEBOW CELEBRITY GALA
Benefits: Tim Tebow Foundation 
timtebowfoundation.org

TOM COUGHLIN WINE TASTING GALA
Benefits: Jay Fund
tcjayfund.org

VISION IS PRICELESS BBQ & WESTERN
Benefits: Vision Is Priceless
visionispriceless.org

M A R C H
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Jacksonville School 
for Autism
17th  Annual Ante Up for  
Autism Charity Golf Classic
When: Monday, April 19
Where: Deerwood Country Club,  
10239 Golf Club Dr.

Have a great day of golf and lunch at the beautiful 
Deerwood Country Club to support the 
Jacksonville School for Autism.
Visit jsakids.org for more information.



E V E N T  S P O T L I G H T

A NIGHT OF HOPE & HEALING
Benefits: Jewish Family & Community Services
jfcsjax.org

ACE FOR KIDS GOLF CLASSIC
Benefits: The Children’s Miracle Network
aceforekidsgolfclassic.com

AN EVENING OF TASTE
Benefits: Children’s Home Society
chsfl.org

ANNUAL CAMP DEEP POND  
CLAY SHOOT CLASSIC
Boys & Girls Clubs of Northeast Florida
bgcnf.org/events/

DREAMS COME TRUE GOLF CLASSIC 
SPONSORED BY KB HOME
Benefits: Dreams Come True
dreamscometrue.org

ANNUAL GIRL SCOUTS WOMEN  
OF DISTINCTION AWARDS
Benefits: Women of Distinction is Girl Scouts  
of Gateway Council
girlscouts-gateway.org

ANNUAL KYDS & JAFFI’S  
DREAMS COME TRUE FASHION SHOW
Benefits: Dreams Come True
dreamscometrue.org

ANNUAL NEFAR CHARITABLE  
BASS TOURNAMENT
Benefits: Haven Hospice 
nefarcharitablefoundation.org

ANNUAL SPRING FOR THE ARTS 
Benefits: Cathedral Arts Project
capkids.org/sfta

ANNUAL SPRING TOUR OF HOMES
Benefits: Riverside Avondale Preservation
riversideavondale.org

ANNUAL SUBARU BASCA GOLF CLASSIC
Benefits: Building Abilities of Special Children & Adults 
bascainc.org

ANNUAL TASTE OF CHOCOLATE
Benefits: Family Nurturing Center
fncflorida.org

BERRY GOOD FARMS WEEKEND FESTIVAL
Benefits: North Florida School of Special Education
northfloridaschool.org

BLOOMS GALORE & MORE PLANT SALE
Benefits: Garden Club of Jacksonville
gardenclubofjacksonville.org

CELEBRATION 2021 LEADERSHIP JAX
Benefits: Leadership Jacksonville 
leadershipjax.org

CORK & CUISINE EXPERIENCE
Benefits: Baptist MD Anderson Cancer Center’s  
NeuroOncology Clinic
corkandcuisine.com

CUPCAKE RUN & CAKE WALK
Benefits: Girls on the Run of Northeast Florida 
gotrnefl.org

DANIEL BACKYARD BBQ CHAMPIONSHIPS
Benefits: Daniel Memorial
danielkids.org

DAY OF GIVING
Benefits: Nemours Children’s Health System
nemours.org

EXZOOBERATION
Benefits: Jacksonville Zoo  
jacksonvillezoo.org

HEAL AUTISM WALK AT THE ZOO 
Benefits: Heal Foundation
healautismnow.org

JACKSONVILLE SCHOOL FOR  
AUTISM CHARITY GOLF CLASSIC
Benefits: Jacksonville School for Autism
jsakids.org

JOSEPH A. STRASSER  
BUTTERFLY FESTIVAL
Benefits: Tree Hill Nature Center
treehill.org

JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT HALL OF FAME
Benefits: Junior Achievement 
jajax.com

KATIE RIDE FOR LIFE
Benefits: Katie Caples Foundation 
katiecaples.org

MUTT MARCH
Benefits: Jacksonville Historical Society
jaxhumane.org

MYSTERY TRIP SUITCASE PARTY
Benefits: Independent Living Resource  
Center of Northeast Florida 
theilrc.org

APRIL
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North Florida School  
of Special Education
Berry Good Farms Weekend Festival 
Thursday – Sunday, April 8-11 

Several events will be held this year to support the 
North Florida School of Special Education and Berry 
Good Farms. All events take place on the NFSSE 
campus, 223 Mill Creek Road. For sponsorship 
opportunities and reservations, please contact Jessica 
Waugaman, Director of Advancement at 904-724-8323 
ext. 1080 or jwaugaman@northfloridaschool.org. 

Moo-vie on the Farm
Thursday, April 8 and Friday, 

April 9, 4 to 8 p.m.

Concert on the Farm –  
The Band Be Easy
Saturday, April 10 |  

2 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Dinner on the Farm 
Sunday, April 11,  
5 p.m to 8 p.m.



E V E N T  S P O T L I G H T

E V E N T  S P O T L I G H T

PAJCIC & PAJCIC YARD  
COURSE & BACK 9
Benefits: Jacksonville Area Legal Aid
jaxlegalaid.org

PERFORMING ARTS SHOWCASE
Benefits: Cathedral Arts Project
capkids.org/showcase

RELAY FOR LIFE NASSAU COUNTY WEST
Benefits: The American Cancer Society
secure.acsevents.org

RELAY FOR LIFE OF  
NORTH ST. JOHNS COUNTY
Benefits: The American Cancer Society
relay.acsevents.org

RISING STARS
Benefits: Communities In Schools of Jacksonville
cisjax.org/rising-stars/

RITZ CHAMBER PLAYERS  
ANNUAL HAT LUNCHEON
Benefits: Ritz Chamber Music Society 
ritzchamberplayers.org

RIVER GARDEN GOLF CLASSIC
Benefits: The Albert Z. Fleet Geriatric  
Training Center at River Garden 
rivergarden.org

STAND UP & STRIDE
Benefits: Hubbard House
hubbardhouse.org

STRIDES FOR PRIDE 5K
Benefits: Jacksonville Area Sexual  
Minority Youth Network (JASMYN)
jasmyn.org

SWAG AWARDS
Benefits: Police Athlete League of Jacksonville
Jaxpal.org

TAKE STEPS WALK 
Benefits: Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation   
cctakesteps.org/Jacksonville

WALK MS JACKSONVILLE
Benefits: The National Multiple Sclerosis Society
walkms.org

WALK TO DEFEAT ALS
Benefits: The ALS Association Florida Chapter
webfl.alsa.org

A P R I L
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HEAL
HEAL Autism Walk @ The Zoo
When: Sunday, April 25, 7:30am
Where: Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens
370 Zoo Parkway, Jacksonville 

The 12th annual HEAL Autism Walk @ The Zoo will be held 
during National Autism Awareness Month!  Participants will 
enjoy a walk through the zoo, followed by the HEAL After 
Party on the Great Lawn!  The after party features a DJ, bounce 
houses, a rock climbing wall, face painting, bubble machines, 
and 20 local resource vendors. 

Learn more at HealAutismNow.org

Day of Giving
When: Monday, April 26
Where: Virtual

Show your support of Nemours Children’s Health System 
by phoning in to a 5-hour telethon hosted by WJXT/Channel 
4 to benefit Nemours Children’s Health Systems. Proceeds 
go towards the important work done by Nemours to 
provide world-class pediatric care and pursuing life-saving 
research in its Jacksonville clinic.

Nemours Children’s 
Health System



E V E N T  S P O T L I G H T

A NIGHT AT ROY’S
Benefits: Monique Burr Foundation
moniqueburrfoundation.org

ANNUAL ARTS AWARDS GALA
Benefits: Cultural Council of Greater Jacksonville
culturalcouncil.org

ANNUAL CHILD GUIDANCE CENTER  
OPEN SWING FORE MENTAL HEALTH
Benefits: Child Guidance Center
childguidancecenter.org

ANNUAL DERBY RUN
Benefits: Community Hospice & Palliative Care
derbyrun.communityhospice.com

ANNUAL DIFFERENCE  
MAKERS BANQUET
Benefits: City Rescue Mission 
CRMJax.org

ANNUAL HABITAT BUILDERS CLASSIC
Benefits: Beaches Habitat for Humanity 
beacheshabitat.org

ANNUAL JAY FUND  
CELEBRITY GOLF CLASSIC
Benefits: Jay Fund
tcjayfund.org

ANNUAL WOLFSON CHILDREN’S 
HOSPITAL BASS TOURNAMENT
Benefits: Wolfson Children’s Hospital.
foundation.baptistjax.com/basstournament

BEST BUDDIES JACKSONVILLE’S 
FRIENDSHIP WALK 
Benefits: Best Buddies
bestbuddiesfriendshipwalk.org/jacksonville/

BREW AT THE ZOO
Benefits: Jacksonville Zoo 
jacksonvillezoo.org

CATHEDRAL ARTS PROJECT  
VISUAL ARTS SHOWCASE
Benefits: CAP
capkids.org/showcase

CORKS & FORKS
Benefits: Ascension St. Vincent’s
corksandforksclay.com

DRIVING FOR DREAMS
Benefits: Dreams Come True
dreamscometrue.org

EAT, DRINK & BE GIVING
Benefits: Ben’s Place
bensplacecof.org/auction

FIN FEST
Benefits: Jacksonville Speech & Learning Center
shcjax.org

FLORIDA THEATRE GALA
Benefits: The Florida Theatre
floridatheatre.com

GO RED FOR WOMEN LUNCHEON
Benefits: American Heart Association
firstcoastgored.heart.org

GREAT STRIDES 5K WALK
Benefits: Cystic Fibrosis Fund
cff.org/northfl/

GREENSCAPE’S DERBY  
AT THE GARDEN BALL
Benefits: Greenscape
greenscapeofjacksonville.org

May
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Wine, Women & Shoes Jax
When: Thursday, May 13, 7 p.m.
Where: Virtual

Wine, Women & Shoes provides a virtual live and silent auction, wine tasting, and designer 
shopping thanks to local boutiques and national brand partners who support the ECS 
mission of creating opportunity so that the children it serves can achieve their full potential.

The inaugural event will consist of a virtual marketplace beginning on Monday, May 
3, which will feature fashion, shoes, jewelry, and accessories for any budget. The live 
May 13 broadcast will include entertainment, mission moments, and irresistible auction 
items, including one-of-a-kind wine country trips and more. The event is free and open 
to everyone. Sponsorship packages are available. For more information contact Lauren 
Hopkins at lauren.hopkins@ecs4kids.org or  winewomenandshoes.com/jax.

Episcopal Children’s Services



E V E N T  S P O T L I G H T

E V E N T  S P O T L I G H T M A Y

JDRF ONE WALK:  
WALK TO CURE DIABETES
Benefits: JDRF 
crohnscolitisfoundation.org/get-involved/ 
fundraising-events/take-steps

JOCKEYS AND JULEPS, THE JUNIOR 
LEAGUE OF JACKSONVILLE’S  
ANNUAL DERBY PARTY
Benefits: Junior League of Jacksonville
jljacksonville.org

MAN & WOMAN OF THE YEAR
Benefits: Leukemia & Lymphoma Society of Jacksonville
mwoy.org/jacksonville

McGALA – THE SUPPER CLUB
Benefits: Ronald McDonald House Charities of Jacksonville
rmhcjacksonville.org

MIRACLE ON ASHLEY STREET  
CELEBRITY WAITERS & SERVERS
Benefits: Clara White Mission
clarawhitemission.org

RELAY FOR LIFE OF RIVERSIDE
Benefits: The American Cancer Society
relay.acsevents.org

RIVER GARDEN AUXILIARY  
ANNUAL LUNCHEON 
Benefits: River Garden Foundation
rivergarden.org

SPRING FLING DADDY/DAUGHTER DANCE 
– “DANCING UNDER THE STARS”

Benefits: Girls Inc. of Jacksonville
girlsincjax.org

THE PLAYERS DONNA 5K
Benefits: Breast Cancer Fund
theplayersdonna5k.com

WALK THE TALK FOR EPILEPSY
Benefits: Epilepsy Florida
Epilepsyfl.com

WINE, WOMEN & SHOES JAX
Benefits: Episcopal Children’s Services
winewomenandshoes.com/jax
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City Rescue Mission
6th Annual Difference Makers Banquet
When: Thursday, May 6, Doors open at 6 p.m.
Where: Southbank Hotel Jacksonville Riverfront
(formerly The Lexington Hotel & Conference Center)
1515 Prudential Dr., Jacksonville, FL 32207

Join City Rescue Mission in celebrating the 75th anniversary 
of making a difference in the lives of the homeless, needy, 
and addicted in Jacksonville. The evening will honor 
“difference makers” in our community and feature special 
guest speakers. Sponsorships and tables are available. 

Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation
JDRF One Walk
When: Saturday, May 23
Where: Virtual – your walk, your way!

The 2021 JDRF One Walk – virtual edition – will be bigger and better than ever this year, as 
communities from JDRF’s full chapter territory (Jacksonville, Tallahassee, Gainesville, Pensacola, 
Orlando, Brevard, Daytona, Tampa, Sarasota, Lakeland and all the areas in-between) will join 
forces for the first time to raise awareness about type 1 diabetes research and show their support! 

Create a walk route within your neighborhood, encourage your corporate team members 
to come together, see if your child’s school will participate, put the pedal to the metal on your 
bike, or have a family fun day to celebrate your fundraising work. The possibilities are endless! 

Visit walk.jdrf.org to learn more and register today! Call (904) 739-2101 or e-mail 
bbiagini@jdrf.org to discuss sponsorship opportunities.



JUNE & JULY

AUGUST

E V E N T  S P O T L I G H T

ANNUAL CHAMPIONS FOR HOPE 
CELEBRITY GOLF CLASSIC
Benefits: JT Townsend Foundation
championsforhopegolf.com

ANNUAL CLAY ROBERTS MEMORIAL 
INSHORE SLAM AND JUNIOR ANGLER 
TOURNAMENT
Benefits: Clay Roberts Memorial Scholarship
fishwithclay.com or inriverorocean.org

ANNUAL CSI GIVES BACK GALA:  
AN EVENING IN RIO
Benefits: CSI Gives Back
csigivesback.org

ANNUAL SERVING UP A  
CURE TENNIS TOURNAMENT 
Benefits: Gabriel House of Care, Community Hospice and 
Palliative Care and Ellie Kavalieros DIPG Research Fund.
servingupacure.com

ANNUAL TASTE OF GOLF
Benefits: The First Tee of North Florida
tasteofgolf.com

BLAKE BORTLES FOUNDATION CHARITY 
GOLF TOURNAMENT
Benefits: Blake Bortles Foundation.
blakebortlesfoundation.com

JACKSONVILLE’S DANCING  
WITH THE STARS
Benefits: The Jacksonville Children’s Chorus
jaxdwts.com

SUMMER NIGHTS 2021
Benefits: Boys & Girls Clubs of Northeast Florida
bgcnf.org/events/

EVENING OF PROMISE
Benefits: Nemours Children’s Specialty Care 
nemours.org/EveningofPromise

ANNUAL CHAMPION’S CHALLENGE  
GOLF TOURNAMENT
Benefits: City Rescue Mission 
crmjax.org

BEAM OF LIGHT BEACH BALL
Benefits: BEAM
jaxbeam.org

BLUES BREWS & BBQ
Benefits: Florida Theatre
floridatheatre.com

RETHREADED ANNUAL  
BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION
Benefits: Rethreaded 
rethreaded.com

RIVER RUCKUS
Benefits: St. Johns RIVERKEEPER 
stjohnsriverkeeper.org
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CSI Gives Back
2nd Annual CSI Gives Back Gala:  
An Evening in Rio
When: Friday, June 25
Where: Epping Forest Yacht and Country Club

As part of its mission, the nonprofit, which is an initiative 
of CSI, seeks to identify and support local organizations 
that directly impact those in need. By providing acts of 
kindness, the organization hopes to bring smiles to its 
community. For more information check out the website 
at CSIgivesback.org or Hello@CSIGivesBack.com



SEPTEMBER

E V E N T  S P O T L I G H T

E V E N T  S P O T L I G H T

ANNUAL “CAPE-ABILITIES”  
RUN, WALK & ROLL
Benefits: BASCA Inc..
bascainc.org

ANNUAL FLAVOR OF JACKSONVILLE
Benefits: Gateway
gatewaycommunity.com

ANNUAL GABRIEL HOUSE OF  
CARE GOLF TOURNAMENT
Benefits: Gabriel House
gabrielhouseofcare.org

ANNUAL MORNING STAR SCHOOL  
GALA & AUCTION
Benefits: Morning Star School
morningstar-jax.org

COWFORD BALL
Benefits: American Cancer Society
cowfordball.org

DRAGON BOAT FESTIVAL
Benefits: In the Pink
jacksonvilledragonboatfestival.com

DREAMS COME TRUE 5K  
AND 1 MILE FUN RUN
Benefits: Dreams Come True
dreascometrue.org

FIRST COAST HEART WALK
Benefits: American Heart Association  
heart.org   

SHINDIG FOR THE SANCTUARY
Benefits: Sanctuary on 8th Street.
sanctuaryon8th.org

TOAST TO THE ANIMALS
Benefits: Jacksonville Humane Society
jaxhumane.org
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Constellation FURYK & FRIENDS
When: Monday-Sunday, October 4-10
Where: Timuquana Country Club

The Jim & Tabitha Furyk Foundation is excited to bring a 
new event to the PGA TOUR Champions in 2021 with the 
addition of Constellation FURYK & FRIENDS. All net 
proceeds from the event will go to charities in Jacksonville 
to help the community become healthier, stronger and 
educationally enriched.

The Jim & Tabitha  
Furyk Foundation

Our Promise Fore the  
Kids Golf Tournament
When: Monday, October 18, 2021
Where: San Jose Country Club

Find a foursome and come out to play golf to benefit 
Nemours Children’s Specialty Care, Jacksonville. 
The tournament will be presented by H. Stephen 
Jones & Associates, Inc. For more information go 
to nemours.org/jaxgolf

Nemours Children’s 
Health System



A NIGHT AT THE LIBRARY
Benefits: Learn To Read
learntoreadjax.org

ANNUAL BARBARA ANN CAMPBELL 
MEMORIAL BREAKFAST
Benefits: Hubbard House
hubbardhouse.org

ANNUAL BRIDGING THE GAPS GALA 
Benefits: Hart Felt Ministries 
hartfelt.org

ANNUAL BUDDY WALK 
Benefits: Downs Syndrome Association of Jacksonville.
dsaj.org

ANNUAL CARING CHEFS
Benefits: Children’s Home Society
chsfl.org

ANNUAL CAP GOLF TOURNAMENT
Benefits: Cathedral Arts Project
capkids.org

ANNUAL SAIRA FOOD & WINE FESTIVAL
Benefits: THE PLAYERS Championship Boys & Girls Club
bgcnf.org/events/

BAPTIST MD ANDERSON  
GOLF CLASSIC AT TPC SAWGRASS
Benefits: Baptist MD Anderson Cancer Center
foundation.baptistjax.com/golf

BEN’S PLACE SERVICE’S  
ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT
Benefits: Ben’s Place
bensplacecof.org/golftournament

CONSTELLATION FURYK & FRIENDS
Benefits: The Jim & Tabitha Furyk Foundation
jimandtabithafurykfoundation.com

DAILY’S THE TRADITION  
GOLF TOURNAMENT
Benefits: St. Vincent’s Healthcare Foundation’s Mobile 
Outreach Ministry
jaxhealth.com/foundation

FESTIVAL OF FLIGHT
Benefits: Angels For Allison
angelsforallison.org

HALLOWEEN DOORS & MORE
Benefits: Community PedsCare /  
Community Hospice & Palliative Care
communityhospice.com

JACKSONVILLE AREA LEGAL AID  
EQUAL JUSTICE AWARDS
Benefits: Jacksonville Area Legal Aid
jaxlegalaid.org

JACKSONVILLE MDA MUSCLE WALK
Benefits: MDA 
MDA.org

JACKSONVILLE MDA  
TOAST TO LIFE GALA
Benefits: MDA
one.bidpal.net/jaxtoasttolife

JASMYN COMING OUT DAY BREAKFAST
Benefits: JASMYN
jasmyn.org

OUR PROMISE FORE THE KIDS GOLF 
TOURNAMENT
Benefits: Nemours Children’s Specialty Care of Jacksonville
nemours.org

SPOOKTACULAR 
Benefits: Jacksonville Zoo
Jaxzoo.org

STRUT YOUR MUTT
Benefits: No More Homeless Pets.
support.bestfriends.org

WHERE’S BUBBA?
Benefits: Downtown Ecumenical Services Council
descjax.org 

OCTOBER

E V E N T  S P O T L I G H T
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5th Annual CAP Golf Tournament
When: Monday, October 4
Where: Deerwood Country Club

The annual CAP Golf Tournament, held at Deerwood 
Country Club, raises awareness and funds to provide access 
to arts education for all school-aged children in Duval 
County. Sponsorship opportunities are available. For more 
information, visit capkids.org/golf or email Sarah Hande 
at sarah@capkids.org

Cathedral Arts Project



ANGELWOOD GOLF CLASSIC
Benefits: Angelwood
angelwoodjax.org/golf-classic/

ANNUAL ADAMEC HARLEY-DAVIDSON 
RIDE FOR DREAMS
Benefits: Dreams Come True
ridefordreams.com

ANNUAL BEACHES BOYS  
& GIRLS CLUB GOLF TOURNAMENT
Benefits: Beaches Boys & Girls Club
bgcnf.org/events/

ANNUAL CARDBOARD CITY
Benefits: Family Promise of Jacksonville
familypromisejax.org

ANNUAL HUNGER FIGHT  
THANKSGIVING EVENT
Benefits: Hunger Fight
support.hungerfight.org/5thTGCO

ANNUAL MCKENZIE’S RUN 5K
Benefits: McKenzie Wilson Boys & Girls Clubs
mckenziesrun.org/register

ANNUAL OPERATION NEW UNIFORM 
HEROES DINNER
Benefits: Operation New Uniform
onuvets.org/event/heroes-gala/

ANNUAL PEARLS & CUFFLINKS GALA 
Benefits: Clara White Mission
clarawhitemission.org

ANNUAL RIVERKEEPER OYSTER ROAST
Benefits: St. Johns RIVERKEEPER
stjohnsriverkeeper.org/events/

ANNUAL RIVER GARDEN GALA
Benefits: River Garden Foundation
rivergarden.org

ANNUAL RIVERSIDE WINEFEST
Benefits: Riverside Avondale Preservation 
riversidewinefest.com

ANNUAL SIGNATURE CHEFS
Benefits: March of Dimes 
marchofdimes.org/florida/

NOVEMBER

E V E N T  S P O T L I G H T

E V E N T  S P O T L I G H T
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Daniel
21st Annual Daniel Hank Haynes Golf Classic
When: Monday, November 15
Where: Timuquana Country Club 

Last year 33 sponsors, 120 golfers and 300 loyal donors raised a record $170,000 in 
Daniel’s 20th Annual Hank Haynes Golf Classic – and this year the nonprofit hopes 
to do even better, ideally with no need for health restrictions.  Enterprise Integration 
will return as presenting sponsor. Last year’s event included a variety of virtual ways 
to participate, including e-golf, a raffle, a silent auction, and a live auction shared 
through Facebook Live. Net proceeds benefitted Daniel kids, with a portion of it 
going toward the renovation of Daniel’s Creekside Cottage, which will assist an 
underserved population of children. However, there is no need to wait to support 
Creekside Cottage or other things needed by Daniel kids. Contact mshelly@danielkids.
org for Creekside Cottage naming opportunities or visit danielkids.org to donate.

River Garden
River Garden Gala
When: Saturday, November 20, 7 – 11 p.m.
Where: TBD

As one of the most exciting and glamorous events of the social season, 
the River Garden Gala always proves memorable as its venue is 
spectacularly transformed to coincide with a theme that includes a 
silent auction, spectacular food, and dancing, all to benefit residents 
of River Garden Hebrew Home. Gala proceeds are a significant portion 
of River Garden’s annual fundraising efforts, supporting the agency’s 
mission to serve the entire community with caring and excellence. Keep 
your eye on the events section of the River Garden website to learn 
more and keep up with other fundraising activities. rivergarden.org



N O V E M B E R

ANNUAL VISION IS PRICELESS  
STRIDES FOR SIGHT
Benefits: Vision Is Priceless
visionispriceless.org

BARNABUS EMPTY BOWLS EVENT
Benefits: Barnabas
barnabasnassau.org/emptybowls/

BEST BUDDIES JACKSONVILLE’S 
CHAMPION OF THE YEAR GALA
Benefits: Best Buddies 
bestbuddieschampion.org/jacksonville/

CATHEDRAL ARTS PROJECT’S  
ANNUAL DINER EN NOIR
Benefits: Cathedral Arts Project
capkids.org/event/captivators-diner-en-noir

DANIEL-HANK HAYNES GOLF CLASSIC
Benefits: Daniel
danielkids.org

DECK THE CHAIRS
Benefits: Volunteer Life Saving Corps. of Jacksonville Beach.
deckthechairs.org

EMPTY BOWLS LUNCHEON
Benefits: Feeding Northeast Florida
feedingnefl.org

FEED THE CITY
Benefits: Clara White Mission
clarawhitemission.org

LIGHT THE NIGHT
Benefits: The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society 
lightthenight.org/events/jacksonville

MARGARITA J’VILLE
Benefits: Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northeast Florida
bbbsnefl.org/events

NATIONAL PHILANTHROPY DAY  
AWARDS LUNCHEON
Benefits: First Coast Chapter of the Association of 
Fundraising Professionals
community.afpnet.org/afpflfirstcoastchapter/home

PASSPORT TO RIVERSIDE & AVONDALE
Benefits: DLC Nurse & Learn
dlcnl.org

SALUTE TO VETERANS RUN
1stplacesports.com

$MART WOMEN MAKE CHANGE!  
Benefits: Junior Achievement of North Florida’s JA Girl$ program
juniorachievement.org/web/ja-norflor/a-smart-women

THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE HOME
Benefits: Guardian Ad Litum
galfirstcoast.org

TOUR DE CURE
Benefits: American Diabetes Association
diabetes.org

WALK TO END ALZHEIMER’S
Benefits: Alzheimer’s Association
alz.org

E V E N T  S P O T L I G H T
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Barnabus
For the past six years, Barnabas Center in Fernandina 
has held its Empty Bowls event in November, a 
sit-down luncheon in which hundreds of donors 
attended. Due to COVID-19, Barnabas has changed 
its plan for its 7th annual Empty Bowls luncheon 
to a drive-through event in 2020. Focused on 
keeping its Empty Bowls attendees safe along the 
driving route as they enjoyed entertainment, a 
delicious meal of soup from the presenting sponsor, 
The Ritz Carlton, Amelia Island, and a unique hand-
painted bowl to take home. For what is to come in 
2021, refer to the Barnabas website at Barnabas 
Center | Connecting people, help and hope in 
Nassau County (barnabasnassau.org).



DECEMBER
ANNUAL FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS  
5K & FAMILY FUN RUN
Benefits: Children’s Miracle Network
cmnjax.com/events

ANNUAL HO HO HOLD ‘EM CELEBRITY 
POKER TOURNAMENT
Benefits: Dreams Come True’s Kaye’s  
Kids Special Times program
dreamscometrue.org

ANNUAL TREE OF LIFE & CANDLELIGHT 
SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE
Benefits: Community Hospice & Palliative Care
communityhospice.com/events

ART & ANTIQUES SHOW
Benefits: Wolfson Children’s Hospital Neonatal Intensive Care 
Unit, NICU
womensboardwch.com

CHARITY FUN SHOOT
Benefits: Ascension St. Vincent’s Good Samaritan Fund
stvincentsfoundation.org/en/events/fun-shoot

COMMUNITY NUTCRACKER 
Benefits: Local nonprofits
jaxnutcracker.org

COOLSIDE OF YULETIDE  
HOLIDAY CONCERT
Benefits: Jacksonville Children’s Chorus
jaxchildrenschorus.org

THE FLORIDA BALLET’S NUTCRACKER
Benefits: The Florida Ballet
events.unf.edu/MasterCalendar

FREED TO RUN 3.0
Benefits: Jacksonville Area Legal Aid
jaxlegalaid.org/freedtorun

GINGERBREAD EXTRAVAGANZA
Benefits: Jacksonville Historical Society   
jaxhistory.org

GUNS N’ HOSES CHARITY HOCKEY EVENT
Benefits: Jacksonville Fire Fighters Charity, FOP Foundation.
Gunsnhosesjax.com

HOPE FOR THE HOLIDAYS
Benefits: Jim & Tabitha Furyk Foundation 
jimandtabithafurykfoundation.com

LIGHT UP THE HOUSE 5K & FAMILY DAY
Benefits: Ronald McDonald House
rmhcjacksonville.org/events/light-up-the-house/

NORTHEAST FLORIDA WORLD  
AIDS DAY COMMITTEE  
COMMUNITY AWARDS BANQUET
neflworldaidsday.com

E V E N T  S P O T L I G H T
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Catholic Charities Jacksonville
COVID-19 forced Catholic Charities Jacksonville to cancel its annual Black & White 
Ball, which historically raises $350,000 to support their Emergency Assistance Program 
and Food Pantry. To make up the difference, it asked its sponsors, led by Honorary Event 
Chairs Marisa and Frank Martire, to convert their $175,000 of pledges . . . all did. Members 
of the public were also urged to support the Feed a Family campaign, which funds the 
food pantry for the year. With help from a $50,000 matching gift from Greg and Karen 
Montana, the Feed a Family Campaign also generated nearly $175,000 to support families 
in need. This resulted in the agency distributing 439,800 pounds of food to 11,284 
families and serving 1,073 households with rent and utility assistance. To learn more 
about supporting Catholic Charities Jacksonville, visit CCBJax.org.
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For more than 45 years, The Law Firm of Pajcic & Pajcic has specialized
in representing i   ndividuals and families who have suffered a serious 
injury or wrongful death because of the fault of others.

We have handled more than 10,000 cases, recovering over $1 billion for our clients. 
Our 13 attorneys have amassed more than 350 years of combined legal experience 
and zealously represent injured clients in their time of need.
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Safe &Healthy


